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BOOK XII. 


THE ARGUMEN T. 


Neſtor, in the name of the allies, demands aſſiſtance 
of Idomeneus againſt their enemies the Dauntans, 
Mentor, who was deſirous of eſtabliſhing a god 

order and police in Salentum, and of engaging the 
people to apply themſelves to agriculture, prevailed 
upon them to accept of Telemachus at the head of 
an hundred noble Cretans, After his departure, 
Mentor takes an exact ſurvey of the city and port 3 
informs himſelf of every particular; directi Ido- 
meneus to make ſeveral regulations in regard to © 

commerce and police, and to divide his people into 
ſeven claſſes, whom he diſtinguiſhed by different 
dreſſes, according to their rank and birth; he pre- 
vailis upon him to ſuppreſs luxury and uſeleſs arts, 
in order to employ thoſe who practiſed them in 
agriculture, which is rendered an honourable occu- 
pation. : 
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HE whole army of the allies had now 
pitched their tents, and the fields were 
covered all over with rich pavilions of all ſorts 
of colours, in which the fatigued Heſperians had 
laid themſelves down to reſt, When the kings 
entered Salentum, they were amazed to find fo 
many magnificent edifices erected in ſo ſhort a 
time, and that the embarraſſment of ſo great a 
war had not prevented the ſudden increaſe and 
embelliſhment of the infant city. 
They admired the wiſdom and vigilance of 
Idomeneus, the founder of ſuch a hopeful ſtate z 
and they all agreed, that ſhould he, now that 
the peace was concluded, join the allies againſt 
the Daunians, their ſtrength would be conſider- 
ably increaſed, They therefore propoſed he 
ſhould engage in their confederacy ; and, as he 
could not well reject ſo reaſonable a propoſal, 
he promiſed to ſupply them with a reinforcement. 
of troops : but, as Mentor knew well, what- 
ever was neceſſary to render a ſtate flouriſhing, 
he was convinced Idomeneus could not be ſo 
powerful as he appeared ; taking him therefore 
. aſide, he addreſſed him thus: 
ce You ſee, our cares have not been unſuc- 
ceſsful. Salentum is now ſecured from the cala- 
mities by which it was threatened, It will now 


be your own fault, if you do not raiſe the glory 
of 


: 
| | 


—— — ̃ᷓ — — 


hs COVE ro, om Is. — , 


— 


of 


OF TELEMACHUS. 3 
of it to heaven, and equal your grandfather Mi- 
nos in wiſdom, and the good government of your 
ſubjects. I ſhall continue ſtill to ſpeak to you 
with freedom, preſuming that you chuſe I ſhould 
do ſo, and that you have an averſion to flattery, 
While theſe kings were admiring and extolling 
your magnificence, I reflected within myſelf on 
the temerity of your conduct.“ At the word 
Temerity, Idomeneus changed colour. His look 
betrayed confuſion 3 he reddened, and had well 
nigh interrupted Mentor with ſome expreflions 
of reſentment ; when the ſage, in a modeſt and 
reſpectful tone, yet ſtill with honeſt freedom, 
proceeded thus, I plainly perceive you are 
ſhocked at the word Temerity : it would have 
been wrong in any one beſides myſelf to have made 
uſe of it; for kings ought to be reſpected, and 


treated with delicacy, even when reproved : truth 


is apt enough of itſelf to offend them, without the 
addition of harſh terms. But I thought I might 
venture to ſpeak with the utmoſt plaineſs, when 
I was going to make you ſenſible of your errors. 
My defign was to accuſtom you to hear things 
called by their proper names ; and to convince 


you, that when others offer their advice touch- 


ing your conduct, they will never venture to 
ſay all they think. If you would not be de- 
ccived, you muſt always ſuppoſe more than they 
will venture to ſay upon diſagreeable ſubjects, 

* As 
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As for me, I could eaſily ſoften my expreſſions 
to your taſte; but it is for your advantage that 
I, who am not ſwayed by any private intereſt, 
nor aſſume a character of any importance, ſhould 
ſpeak to you in private without reſtraint or re- 
ſerve, None elſe will ever dare to do ſo, and 
conſequently you will ſee the truth but by halves, 
and even then diſguiſed in gaudy colours.” 
At theſe words, Idomeneus, recovered from his 
firſt emotion, ſeemed aſhamed of his punctilious 
temper : ©. You ſee,” ſaid he to Mentor, what 
it is to be uſed to flattery. But as I am indebted 
to you for the ſecurity of my infant realm, there 
8 is no truth that I will not hear with pleaſure 
from your mouth, Let compaſſion plead for an 
unhappy king, poiſoned by flattery, and who, 
even in his misfortunes, never found any man 
generous enough to tell him the truth. No, I 
never found one man who loved me well enough 
to hazard my n * telling me the whole 
truth.“ | 

As he ſpoke theſe words, the tears ſtarted in 

his eyes, and he embraced Mentor tenderly. 
Then the ſage old man reſumed the thread cf 
his diſcourſe, ** It gives me pain to be obliged 
to fay any thing harſh and diſagreeable to you; 
but ought I to betray you to ruin, by concealing 
the truth ? Suppoſe yourſelf in my place, and 
then judge: if you have been abuſed hitherto, 
it 
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it was becauſe you choſe to be deceived ; and 
was afraid to meet with too much ſincerity in 


your counſellors. Did you ever endeavour to 


find ſuch as were truly diſintereſted, and would 
venture to contradict you? Have you been care- 


ful to chuſe thoſe who were leaſt forward to make 


their court; who diſcovered the leaſt ſelfiſhneſs _ 
in their conduct, and were moſt likely to con- 
demn your unreaſonable prejudices and paſ- 
ſions? When you found yourſelf flattered, did 
you baniſh from your preſence the flatterers ? 

Or, did you diſtruſt their adulation ? No, no; 

you did not act the part of thoſe who love the 
truth, and deſerve to know it. Let us ſee now 
whether you. can yet bear to have the truth told 
you, and your conduct cenſured, I ſay again 
then, that you deſerve nothing but blame for chat 
very conduct which was ſo highly extolled. 
While you had ſo many enemies without your 
walls abroad, who threatened your infant fet= + 
tlement, you thought of nothing within but 

erecting magnificent edifices. It was that which 
occaſioned you ſo many anxious uneaſy nights, 
as you have yourſelf acknowledged. You have 
exhauſted your treaſure, and never thought ei- 
ther of multiplying your people, or cultivating 


the fertile lands upon this coaſt, Ought you 


not to have regarded theſe two things, as the 


only ſolid foundations of your power; namely, 
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to have a great number of induſtrious ſubjects s 
and lands well cultivated for their ſubſiſtence ? 
A long peace in the infancy of your ſtate, was 
neceſſary to favour population. Tour whole 
attention ſhould have been devoted to agricul- 
ture, and the enacting wiſe laws. But idle am- 
bition hath brought you to the very brink of 
ruin, By aiming at appearing great and pow- 
erful, you have gone near to deſtroy your real 
power and greatneſs, Loſe no time then in re- 
pairing your faults : diſcontinue all your mag- 
nificent ſtructures; renounce that affectation of 
pomp and grandeur which would ruin your new 


city; ſuffer your people to enjoy the benefits of 


peace ; and endeavour to introduce plenty among 
them, in order to facilitate marriage, Remem- 
ber you are only king, as you have ſubjects to 
govern; and that your power is not to be mea- 
ſured by the extent of your territories, but by 
the number, ſubmiſſion, and attachment of the 
inhabitants. Let the land, of which you take 
poſſeſſion, be good, though not very extenſive ; 
fill it with great numbers of induſtrious people, 
under good regulations; and ſtudy to conciliate 
their affection. Then will you be more pow- 
erful, more happy, and acquire more glory, than 
all thoſe conquerors that lay waſte ſo many king- 
doms,” _ | 

| How 
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How ſhall I behave then, with reſpect to theſe 

kings!“ ſaid Idomeneus : * ſhall I confeſs my 
weakneſs? True it is, I have neglected agri- 
culture, and even commerce, for which I am 
ſo advantageouſly ſituated, and minded nothing 
but building a magnificent city, Muſt I then, 
my dear Mentor, diſcover my imprudence, and 
thereby expoſe myſelf to ſhame and diſhonour in 
ſuch an aſſembly of kings? If I muſt, I will 
without heſitation, whatever it may coſt me 
| for you have taught me that a true king ought to 
conſider himſelf as made for the good of his peo- 
ple, as bound to devote himſelf entirely to their 
ſervice, and to prefer their ſafety to his own 
reputation.“ a 


« Such ſentiments,” replied Mentor, “ are 
worthy of the father of his people; by this ex- 
preſſion of beneficence, and not by the vain mag- 
nificence of your city, I recognize in you the 
temper and diſpoſition of a good king. But 
the intereſt of the ſtate. requires that care be 
taken of your honour. Leave that care to me; 
I will give thoſe kings to underſtand that you 
have engaged to re-inſtate Ulyſſes, if he is yet 
alive, or at leaſt his ſon, on the throne of Ithaca ; 
and to drive from thence all the lovers of Pene- 
lope. Such an undertaking, they will eaſily ſee, 
muſt require a conſiderable body of troops; and 
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therefore, they will be content to accept, at firſt, 
of a ſmall reinforcement againſt the Daunians,” 
At theſe words, Idomeneus looked like a man 
diſene umbered of a heavy burden. By con- 
cealing from my neighbours,” ſaid he to Mentor, 
% my weakneſs and diſtreſs, you will ſave, my 
dear friend, my honour, and the reputation of 
this infant ſettlement. But, with what proba- 
bility can you alledge that I intend to ſend ſome 
troops to ſet Ulyſſes, or at leaft his ſon, on the 
throne of Ithaca, when Telemachus himſelf hath 
engaged to ſerve in perſon in the war againſt the 
Daunians ?”? „ Give yourſelf no uneaſineſs on 
that ſcore,” replied Mentor; © I ſhall ſay no- 
thing but what is true. Some of the ſhips you 
propole to fend out with a view to eſtabliſh your 
commerce, will touch at Epirus, and perform 
two ſervices at the ſame time; one, by alluring 
to your coalt the foreign traders who have re- 
nounced all trafic with Salentum, diſcouraged 
by the heavy duties you impoſed ; the other, in 
making enquiry about Ulyſſes, If he is ſtill 
alive, he cannot be far from thoſe ſeas that di- 
vide Greece from Italy; and it is confidently 
reported, that he was lately ſeen among the 
Pheacians, Even though there ſhould be no 
hopes of ſeeing him again, yet your ſhips will 
do a ſignal ſervice to his fon: they will ſpread | 
through Ithaca, and all the neighbouring ſtates 
| | the 
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the terror of the name of young Telemachus, 
who is ſuppoſed to be dead as well as his father. 
Penelope's lovers will be thunder- ſtuck to hear, 
that he is upon the point of returning; ſuppòrted 
by a powerful ally; the Ithacians will be deterred. 
from a revolt ; and, Penelope being tomforted, 
will perſiſt in refuſing to admit a ſeeond hufband. 
Thus will you ſerve Telemachus, while he ſup- 
plies your place in the army of the Italian allies 
that is to act againſt the Daunians.” Here Ido- 
meneus exclaimed : * Happy the king who is 
guided by wiſe counſellors ! a wiſe and faithful 
friend is more ſerviceable to a king, than vic- 
torious armies, But doubly happy is the ſove- 
reign, who is ſenſible of this his happineſs, and 
who knows how to make the moſt of it by fol- 
lowing good counſels ! for our confidence is of- 
ten with · held from wiſe and virtuous men, whoſe 
Integrity is dreaded, while we lend a willing ear 
to flatterers, whoſe treachery gives no diſguſt. 
I myſelf have fallen in that ſnare ; and, at a 
proper time, I wil} inform you of all the mis- 
fortunes that were brought upon me by a falſe. 
friend, who flattered my paſſions, in hopes that 
I would flatter his in return.” | 
Mentor found no difficulty in perſuading the 
allied kings that Idomeneus had charged himſelf 
with the affairs of Telemachus, while the youth 
himſelf ſhould ſerve in their army, They were 
. B 5 ſatisfied 
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ſatisfied to have among them the young ſon of 
Ulyſſes, together with a hundred young Cretans, 
whom Idomeneus gave him as companions in 
the war: they were the flower of the young no- 
bles, whom he had brought with him from Crete. 
They took the field in conſequence of Mentor's 
advice, Care, ſaid he, ** muſt be taken of 


population in time of peace ; but, leſt the whole Eos 


nation ſhould fink into effeminacy, and igno- 
rance of the art of war, it is proper that the 
young nobility be ſent to the wars abroad, Theſe 
will be ſufficient to keep up in the whole nation 
an emulation for glory, in the love of arms, in 
a contempt of hardſhip and death itſelf, and 
in military (kill.” | 
The confederate kings then left Salentum, 
ſatished with Idomeneus, and charmed with the 
wiſdom of Mentor. It gave them, in particular, 
great joy that they had Telemachus in their ar- 
my : but he himſelf was greatly affected at part- 
ing with his friend Mentor. While the allied 
kings were taking their leave of Idomeneus, and 
aſſuring him, that they would inviolably obſerve 
the peace, Telemachus ſhed a flood of tears in 
the boſom of Mentor, who held him claſped in 
his arms. The grief, ſaid he, © that I feel 
at parting with my friend, makes me inſenſible 
to the joy that the hope of acquiring glory would 
otherwiſe inſpire, Methinks I ſee again that 
E; TI melan- 
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melancholy occaſion when the Egyptians tore 
me from your arms, and carried me far away, 
without any hopes of ever ſeeing you more.“ 
Mentor comforted the youth with the moſt ſooth- 
ing expreſſions of friendſhip. There is a great 
difference,” ſaid he, „ betwixt this ſeparation, 


and that you mention. This is voluntary, and 


will be ſhort, Beſides, you are going in queſt 
of victory and triumph. I could wiſh, my ſon, 
that your love for me were leſs tender, and more 


manly ; you muſt learn to bear my abſence ; 


you will not have me always with you: you muſt 
rely upon your own wiſdom and virtue, and not 
on me, for your conduct and direction.“ As 
he ſpoke theſe words, the goddeſs concealed 
under the figure of Mentor, covered 'Felemachus 
with her zgis, inſpiring him at the ſame time 
with the ſpirit of wiſdom and foreſight, intrepid 
valour and calm moderation; virtues that are 
ſeldom found united. Go,” ſaid Mentor, 
& and expoſe yourſelf to the greateſt dangers, 
as often as there ſhall be occaſion. A prince 
diſgraces himſelf more by ſhunning danger in 
time of action, than if he never made his ap- 
pearance in the field. The perſonal courage of 
him who has the command of an army, muſt 
never be doubtful, If it nearly concerns a peo- 
ple to preſerve their king or commander, it ſtill 
more nearly concerns them, that no doubts be 
RY PE: | enter» 
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entertained in regard to his valour. Remem- 


ber, that he who has the command ought to be 


a pattern to all the reft ; and animate the whole 


army by his example. Do not, therefore, O Te- 


lemachus, decline any danger, but chuſe rather 
to loſe your life, than have your courage called 


in queſtion. Thoſe ſycophants who. are moſt 


earneſt in diſſuading you from expoſing yourſelf 
to danger, even when the occaſion requires it, 


will be the firſt to affirm in private that you 


wanted courage, if they find it eaſy to prevail 
upon you to forbear hazarding your perſon. But, 
on the other hand, you muſt not court danger 
unneceſſarily, Valour can be no farther a virtue, 
than as it is regulated by prudence : it is other- 
wiſe a mad contempt of death, and a blind 
brutal fury, Beſides, ſuch an extravagant valour 
cannot be depended upon. He that is not maſ- 
ter of himſelf in time of danger, is rather fool- 
hardy than brave; to ſet him above fear, he 
muſt needs be firſt beſide himſelf ; becauſe he 


cannot ſurmount his terrors by the natural effort 


of his reaſon, As that is the caſe, if he does 
not fly, he is at leaſt difordered ; he loſes that 
faculty of the underſtanding which is abſolutely 
neceſſary to give proper orders, to take advan- 
tage of accidents and opportunities to vanquiſh 
the enemy, and do fignal ſervice to his country. 
If he has all the ardor of a ſoldier, he wants 

the 


4 
7 


OF TELEMACHVD:S.7 12 
the preſence of mind of a commander, Nay, 
he has not even the real courage of a common 
ſoldier; for this laſt ought to preſerve in bat» 
tle that preſence of mind and recollection ſuffi- 
cient to obey ſuch orders as he may receive, 
He who raſhly expoſes himſelf to danger, treſ- 
paſſes upon diſcipline, diſturbs the order of the 
troops, ſets an example of temerity, and is often 
the occaſion of great diſaſters, Thoſe who pre- 
fer their vain ambition to the intereſt and ſafety 
of the common cauſe, deſerve chaſtiſement in- 
ſtead of recompence. Beware then, my dear 
ſon, of being too impatient in the purſuit of 


glory. The ſureſt way to find it is to wait pa- 


tiently for a favourable opportunity. Virtue is 
always revered in proportion to her ſimplicity, 
modeſty, and contempt of oſtentation. As the 
neceſſity of encountering danger becomes more 
urgent, the reſources of courage and of foreſight 
ought to increaſe. Remember beſides to avoid 
all occaſion of exciting envy ; and on your ſide 
beware of entertaining the leaſt emotion of jea- 
louſy at the ſucceſs of others. Praiſe all that 
is praiſe-worthy ; but beſtow your applauſe with 
judgment: extol merit with pleaſure; conceal 
failings ; and if you cannot forget them, at 
leaſt remember them with regret. Do not take 
upon you peremptorily to decide in the preſence 
of thoſe ancient captains who are poſſeſſed of that 

expe- 
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experience which you cannot pretend to have 
hear them with deference and reſpect : conſult 
them, and beg to be inſtructed by the ableſt of 
them; nor bluſh to aſcribe to their inſtructions 
whatever you do with approbation and applauſe, 
Laſtly, never give ear to thoſe who would ex- 
cite in you a jealouſy, or diſtruſt of the other 
chiefs, with whom I would adviſe you to be 
frank, open, and ingenuous. If you ſhould 
think that you had reaſon to complain of their 
behaviour, open your heart to them; explain 
your grievances. If they are capable of diſcern- 
ing the nobleneſs of ſuch conduct, they will be 
charmed with it; and you will obtain all the 
ſatisfaction you can reaſonably expect. If, on 
the contrary, they are not reaſonable enough 
to fee and acknowledge the juſtice of your 
complaint, you will learn from your own obſerv- 
ation what mortifications you may expect from 
their injuſtice ; and take your meaſures for avoid- 
ing all further diſputes, until the war is at an 
end, Thus you will have nothing to reproach 
yourſelf with, But above all things, beware 
of truſting certain perfidious ſycophants, who 
make it their buſineſs to ſow diviſion with the 
grounds of complaint you may imagine you 
have againſt the chiefs of the army. As for 
myſelf, I ſhall remain with Idomeneus, to aſſiſt 
him in his neceſſary labours for the good of his 


people, 


wh 
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people, and in repairing all thoſe faults which 
Matterers and weak counſellers have induced him 
to commit in laying the foundations of his new 
kingdom,” 

Here Telemachus could not help expreſſing 
to Mentor ſome ſurprize at, and even contempt 
for, the conduct of Idomeneus. But Mentor 
immediately checked him: Are you ſurpriſed,” 
ſaid he with a ſeverity of tone, „that men of 
the greateſt worth are ſtill but men, and diſ- 
cover ſome human foibles amidſt the innumer- 
able ſnares and perplexities inſeparable from 
royalty? Idomeneus, it is true, hath been 
brought up in pride and pageantry. But what 
philoſopher, had he been in his place, would not 
have been the worſe for flattery? It muſt be 
owned, indeed, that he ſuffered himſelf to be too 
much influenced by thoſe who had his confidence : 
but even the. wiſeſt kings are often miſled and 
deceived, notwithſtanding all the precautions 
they can take againſt deceit and miſinformation, 
As a king cannot do every thing himſelf, he 
muſt have miniſters to aſſiſt him, whom he muſt 
alſo ſometimes truſt. Beſides, a king cannot know 
thoſe about him ſo well as private men, fince they 
always wear a maſk before him, and employ , 
every kind of artifice for his deception, Alas! 
my dear Telemachus, you will one day be too 

well convinced of this diſadvantage, It is hardly 
| n | poſſible 
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poſlible to find in men either the virtues or the 
talents that are wanted. In vain; do kings en- 
deavour to ſtudy and inveſtigate the characters 
of men, they continually find themſelves miſ- 
taken. Nay, even the better ſort of men are 
hardly ever brought to act up to the occaſions of 
the common weal. They have their humours, 
their different views, their jarring intereſts, and 
their jealouſies. It is difficult either to con- 
vince their prejudices, or correct their obſti- 
nacy. ; | 
«© The more extenſive any prince's dominions 
are, the more miniſters he muſt have to under- 
take thoſe meaſures which he cannot execute in 
his own perſon : and the more occaſion there is 
for miniſters veſted with delegated power, the 
greater is the danger of being deceived in the 
choice of ſuch inſtruments. He who to day 
cenſures and . condemns kings with the utmoſt 
ſeverity, would, if made a king himſelf to-mor- 
row, behave worle, and commit the ſame faults, 
or greater ſtil]. A private ſtation, accompanied 
withwa little judgment and eloquence, hides every 
natural defect, ſets off ſhining talents, and makes 
a man appear capable and worthy of the higheſt 
employments, from which he is fo far removed: 
but the authority of office puts both virtues and 
talents to a ſevere trial, and brings capital de- 
fects to view. 
50 Gran- 
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& Grandeur is like certain glaſſes that magnify 
every object. In high ſtations where trifles have 
often great effects, and where light faults often 
produce the moſt fatal conſequences, every de- 
fect appears more glaringly. Every body has 
bis eyes upon him, who is highly elevated above 
others, watching his conduct, and criticiſing it 
with the utmoſt ſeverity. Vet they are alto- 
gether unacquainted with his ſituation, and know 
nothing of the difficulties he has tp ſtruggle with, 
They will not allow him to have any human 
weakneſſes and failings, but expect he ſhould be 
altogether perfect. But a king, however wiſe 
and good he may be, is ſtill but a man, As 
ſuch, both his underſtanding and virtue muſt be 
limited and imperfect, As ſuch he muſt have 
paſſions, humours, habits, which he cannot al- 
ways controul. He is ſurrounded by artful, mer» 
cenary men, and cannot find that aſſiſtance which 
he would gladly uſe, Every day he is led into 
ſome error, either by his own paſſions, or thofe 
of his miniſters. Scarce has he repaired one 
fault, when he falls into another. Such is the 
condition of kings, the moſt enlightened, and 
the moſt virtuous, | 

© The longeſt and beſt reigns have neither time 
nor virtue ſufficient abſolutely to retrieve: the 
errors unwillingly committed in laying. the foun- 
dations of the ſtate. Such are the diſadvantages 

and 
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and di ſcouragements that kings labour under, 
They are to be pitied and excuſed; the burden 
they have to bear, being too great for human 
weakneſs. Are they not to be pitied, in having 
ſuch numbers to govern, whoſe wants are infi- 
nite, and who give ſo ſuch trouble and uneaſi- 
neſs to thoſe who would govern them well ? 
And, indeed, it muſt be owned, that men are 
alſo much to be pitied, in that they are obliged 
to ſubmit to the government of a man ſuch as 
themſelves; for, to reform mankind would re- 
quire the power and wiſdom of the gods ? But 
kings are certainly no leſs to be pitied ; who, 
being but men themſelves, weak and imperfect, 
have ſuch an innumerable multitude of human 
creatures, corrupt and deceitful, to govern.” 
Telemachus replied with ſome vivacity : 
& Idomeneus loſt by his own miſconduct the 
crown of his anceſtors in Crete; and would have 
loſt that of Salentum alſo, but for your counſel.” 
% J own,“ ſaid Mentor, „ he hath committed 
great errors; but ſee if you can find in Greece, 
or in any other of the molt civilized countries, 
a king who has not committed ſome that are 
altogether inexcuſable. The greateſt men have 
in their conſtitution, temper, and character, 
certain defects that unavoidably lead them aſtray ; 
and the moſt praiſe-worthy are thoſe who have 
the greatneſs of mind to acknowledge and repair 
their 
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their errors. Do you imagine that Ulyſſes, the 
great Ulyſſes, your father, the moſt accompliſhed 
of all the Grecian princes, has no foibles, no 
defects? Had not Minerva led him, as it were, 
by the hand, how often would his courage and 
wiſdom have failed him in thoſe dangers and 
dificulties, amidſt which he hath been the ſport 
of adverſe fortune, How often hath Minerva 
reſtrained and reclaimed him, always in order to 
lead him to glory by the paths of virtue? Do 
not expect to find him altogether perfect, when 
you ſhall ſee him fitting with ſo much glory on 
the throne of Ithaca, for failings you will cer- 
tainly find in him. But Greece, Aſia, and all 
the iſles of the ſea thought him worthy of ad- 
miration, notwithſtanding theſe defects, They 
were hid by a thouſand great qualities. It will 
be your happineſs to have an opportunity alſo 
of admiring him, and forming yourſelf by ſo 
perfect a model. 


Learn, O Telemachus, not to expect from tho 


greateſt men more than is compatible with hu- 


man capacity. Unexperienced youth are apt to 


Indulge a preſumptuous vein of cenſure, that 


gives them a diſlike to all thoſe whom they ought 
to regard as patterns for their imitation, and 
renders their ignorance incurable, You ought 
not only to love, reſpect, and imitate your fa- 
ther, though he be not perfect, but you ought 

even 
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even to have a high eſteem for Idomeneus, not- 
withſtanding all that I have blamed in his con- 
duct. He is by nature ſincere, upright, juſt, 
generous, and beneficent 3 of conſummate bra- 
very; deteſting all fraud, when he knows it, 
and is left to follow the dictates of his own 
heart. All his exterior qualifications are great, 
and ſuited to his ſtation. His candour in own- 
ing his faults, his good nature, his patience in 
taking the harſheſt things I ſaid to him in good 
part, his magnanimity in acknowledging, and 
publicly repairing his errors, thereby raiſing him- 
ſelf above all cenſure, diſcover true greatneſs of 
mind. Good fortune, or good counſel, may ſe 
cure a man of a very ordinary capacity from 
committing certain faults; but it muſt be a high 
degree of virtue that engages a king, long ſe- 
duced by flattery, to repair his errors. Thus 
to riſe, is more glorious than never to have fal- 
len. The faults committed by Idomeneus are 
ſuch as are natural to almoſt every king on earth: 

but no king hath ever done ſo much towards 
his own reformation. As for me, I could not 
help admiring him even when he allowed me to 
contradict him, without expreſſing the leaſt im- 
patience. Let him be the object of your ad- 
miration alſo, O Telemachus ! it is not ſo much 
for the ſake of his reputation, as your own n 
that I give you this advice.“ 


Ss, 
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Mentor, by theſe reflections, made Telema- 
chus ſenfible of the danger of being unjuſt, in 
giving way to ſevere ſtrictures on the conduct 
of thoſe. eſpecially Who are incumbered with the 
difficulties and perplexities of adminiſtration, 
After theſe injunctions : It is now time,” 
ſaid he, to part; adieu. I ſhall wait at Sa- 
lentum till you return, my dear Telemachus ! 
and remember, that thoſe who fear the gods have 
nothing to fear from men. You will find your- 


ſelf expoſed to the greateſt dangers ; but be aſ- 


ſured that Minerva will never forſake you in 
emergencies,” 


At theſe words, Telemachus had almoſt per- 


ceived the preſence of the goddeſs, and would 
have actually diſcovered it was ſhe who made 


this declaration, to inſpire him with hope and 
afſurance, had ſhe not recalled the idea of Men- 
tor, by ſaying : Forget not, my ſon, the pains 
1 took when you was a child, to make you as 
wiſe and valiant as your father. See that you 
do nothing unwagkhy of his great example; and 
of thoſe maxims Wwirtue which J have endea- 
voured to inculcate in your tender mind.“ 

The ſun was alſady up, and gilded the tops 
of the mountains, when the kings ſet out from 
Salentum to join their troops, which were en- 


camped around ihe city. They forthwith began 
their march under the banners of their reſpeCive 


Com- 
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commanders, - On all hands were ſeen the po- 
liſhed ſteel of briſtling pikes; and the dazzling 
ſplendor of their glittering ſhields; while clouds 
of duſt aſcended to the ſkies. Idomeneus and 
Mentor having accompanied the confederate kings 
to ſome diſtance from the city, at laſt took their 
leave, after the warmeſt profeſſions of friendſhip 
on both ſides; ſo that the allies did not at all 
doubt but the peace would be laſting, now 
they were acquainted with the integrity of Ido- 
mencus, who had been repreſented to them very 
different from what he really was; becauſe a 
judgment had been formed of his character, not 
from his own ſentiments, but from the bad 
meaſures he had adopted by the advice of flat- 
terers, | 

After the allied army had retired, Idomeneus 
carried Mentor into all the different quarters of 
the city. „„Let us ſee,” ſaid Mentor, „ what 
number your people may amount to, both in the 
town and country; let us take an exact ac- 
count of them, Let us enggire too what num- 
ber of peaſants and huſbandmen there may be 
among them, and how much wine, oil, and other 
fruits your lands produce, of 6 year with another. 
Thus ſhall we be able to determine, whether 
their produce is ſufficient to maintain all the 
inhabitants, and whether there is any overplus, 
wherewith to carry on a beneficial commerce 


with 
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with foreign countries, We muſt alſo ſee what 
number of ſhips and ſailors you have: for other- 
wiſe we cannot judge of your power.“ He vi- 
ſited the port, and went on board every ſhip : 
enquired to what country each veſſel was bound; 
of what commodities the cargo conſiſted, and 
what articles were taken in exchange. He in- 
formed himſelf of the whole expence of the voy» 
age; what ſums the merchants lent to one an- 
other; what companies or partnerſhips they had 
formed, in order to know if they were equitable 
and duly executed; finally, he enquired con- 
cerning the riſks of ſhipwreck, and other miſ- 
chances to which commerce is liable, with a view 
to prevent the ruin of merchants, who, from an 
avidity of gain, often undertake what * are 
not able to perform. 

He judged it expedient that bankruptcies ſhould 
be ſeverely puniſhed ; becauſe, if they are not 
always fraudulent, they are at leaft generally the 
effect of raſhneſs. At the ſame time he made 
regulations, by which they might be eaſily pre- 


vented, appointing magiſtrates to whom the mer- 


chants ſhould give an account of their effects, 
their gains, their expences, and undertakings. 
They were not allowed ever to riſk the property 
of others, or more than the half of their own. But 
what undertakings could not be executed by 
ſingle merchants, were carried on by companies ; 


the 
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the rules of which were rendered almoſt un- 
avoidable by the rigorous penalties inflicted on 
thoſe by whom they were contravened. Fur- 
ther, the liberty of commerce was preſerved in- 
tire, Far from cramping it by impoſts, a pre- 
mium was offered to all thoſe merchants who 
ſhould open a new trade between Salentum and 
any other nation. 

In conſequence of theſe regulations, great 
numbers of people came from all parts to ſettle 
at Salentum. The trade of that city might be 
compared to the ebbing and flowing of the ſea, 
ſhips with merchandize and treaſure coming in 
and going out in a conſtant ſucceſſion, like the 
waves of the occan, Every thing uſeful was 
imported and exported without reſtraint. What 
was carried out was more than ballanced, by 
what was brought in return. Juſtice was diſ- 
penſed with the utmoſt exaCtneſs and impar- 
tiality to the ſeveral nations that uſed the port. 
Freedom, probity, and fair dealing ſeemed from 
the top of the lofty towers to invite merchants 
from the moſt diſtant nations; and all theſe 
merchants, whether they came from the extre- 
mity of the Eaſt, where the ſun every day riſes 
from the boſom of the deep, or from that vaſt 
ocean, where, after a tedious courſe, he quenches 
his fires at eve, lived in as much peace and ſe- 


Curity at Salentum, as in his own country. 
| With 
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With regard to the interior part of the city, 
Mentor viſited all the magazines, the ſhops of 


the ſeveral artificers, and the public fquares, 
All foreign merchandize that might introduce 


luxury and effeminacy, was prohibited. The 


dreſs and diet of all the different ranks were 
regulated; together with the ſize, furniture, and 
ornaments of their houſes; none that were of 
gold and ſilver being allowed. © I know but of 
one way,” ſaid he to Idomeneus, to prevent 
frugality from falling into diſgrace among your 
people; and that is by ſetting an example of it 


yourſelf. There is a neceſſity, indeed, for your 
maintaining a certain exterior grandeur ;z but 


your guards, and the great officers about you, 
will be ſufficient to diſtinguiſh you, and com- 
mand reſpect. Let your apparel be of fine woo!, 


dyed in purple; and let thoſe next in rank to 
you wear a garment of the ſame wool, differing 


in nothing from yours but the colour, and a 
flight embroidery of gold, that ſhall run along 
the border of your robe. The different ranks 
among your people may be diſtinguiſhed by dif- 
ferent colours, without any neceſſity to employ 
for that purpoſe either gold, ſilver, or precious 
ſtones; and let rank itſelf be regulated by birth, 

„Aſſign the firſt place to thoſe of the moſt no- 
ble and illuſtrious birth, Such as are veſted with 
authority and employments, will readily yield 
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precedency to thoſe great and ancient families 
who have long been in poſſeſſion of the firſt ho- 
nours of the ſtate. Such as are of leſs noble 
birth will not pretend to rank with them, pro- 
vided you do not teach them to forget themſelves 
by a too great and ſudden elevation ; and ſhew 
a particular reſpect for thoſe who are not too 
much lifted up with the ſmiles of fortune. The 
diſtinction leaſt expoſed to envy, is that which 
' flows from arceſtry and birth. It will be a ſuf- 
ficient excitement to virtue and public ſpirit, if 
you give crowns and ſtatues to ſuch as perform 
great and noble actions: and ordain, that their 
children ſhall rank as nobles, Let thoſe of the 
higheſt rank next to yourſelf be dreſſed in white 
with a gold fringe at the bottom, a gold ring 
on the finger, and a medal of the ſame metal 
hanging from the neck, impreſſed with your 
image. Let thoſe of the ſecond rank be cloathed 
in blue with a filyer fringe, and a ring, but no 
medal : thoſe of the third claſs in green, with 
a medal, but neither fringe nor ring: thoſe of 
the fourth in dcep yellow : of the fifth in a pale 
red, or roſe colour: of the ſixth in a grey vio- 
let colour: of the ſeventh, conſtituting the laſt 
and loweſt claſs, in a mixed colour of white and 
yellow. Theſe are the dreſſes for the ſeven dif- 
ferent ranks of freemen, As for the ſlaves, let 
them be clad in a dark grey or ruſſet. Thus will 
-” "every 
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every individual be diſtinguiſhed according to 
his degree without expence, and all thoſe arts 
that are ſubſervient to pomp and luxury be ba- 
niſhed from Salentum. Let ſuch artificers as 
were before employed in theſe pernicious arts, 
apply themſelves either to thoſe that are neceſſary, 
which are but few in number, or to commerce, 
or agriculture, No change muſt ever be admit- 
ted either in the nature of the cloth, or the form 
of apparel ; for it ill becomes men who are de- 
ſigned for exerciſes more ſerious and noble, to 
amuſe themſelves with inventing modes and or- 
naments of dreſs, or to permit their wives, to 
whom ſuch amuſements would be more ſuitable, 
to waſte their time ſo idly.” 

As a ſkilful gardener Jops off the uſeleſs branches 
of fruit-trees, Mentor endeavoured to retrench 


that pomp and luxury, by which the morals of 


a people are corrupted, He aimed at reducing 
every thing to a noble ſimplicity and frugality. 
He even regulated the diet of the citizens and 
ſlaves. What a ſhame,” ſaid he, that men 
of the higheſt rank ſhould place their greatneſs 
in the dainties of a luxurious table, by which 
they enervate their minds, and quickly ruin the 
health and'vigour of their bodies! whereas they 
ought to account it their happineſs to be mode- 
rate, to have power and authority to do good, 
and to be honoured and eſteemed for ſo doing. 

2 2 Health 
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Health and ſobriety give a reliſh to the coarſeſt, 
ſimpleſt food, and yield the moſt fincere and 
moſt laſting pleaſures. Let your proviſions 
then be of the beſt ſorts, but dreſſed in a plain 
manner, without any high ſauces, To excite 
a falſe appetite, and make a man eat more than 
nature requires, is, in effect, to take him off by 
poiſon.” | 
Idomeneus immediately conceived how much 
he was to blame for ſuffering the inhabitants of 
his new city to fink into effeminacy and corrup- 
tion, by violating the liws of Minos with regard 
to ſobriety : but the ſage Mentor ſatisfied him, 
that theſe. laws, though revived, would fignify 
nothing, unleſs he enforced them by his own 
example, which could alone impreſs them with 
the ſtamp of authority, Idomeneus, therefore, 
immediately regulated his table, which afforded 
nothing but excellent bread z the wine of the 
country, which is agreeable and ſtrong, but this 
in moderation; with ſome ſimple plain diſhes, 
ſuch as he was uſed to eat at the ſiege of Troy, 
with the other Greeks, None durſt complain 
of a regulation to which the king himſelf ſub- 
mitted ; and thus did every one retrench that 
profuſion and delicacy in which they were be- 
ginning to indulge at all their entertainments. 
In the next place, Mentor ſuppreſſed that ſofc 
and effeminate muſic that tended to corrupt the 


manners 
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manners of the youth, Nor was he more fa- 
vourable to that bacchanalian muſic which in- 
toxicates almoſt as much as wine, and is pro- 
ductive of impudence and violent paſſions. He 
proſcribed all muſic except on feſtivals in 
temples, there to celebrate the praiſes of the gods 
and heroes, who have ſet an example of extra- 
ordinary virtue, Neither would he permit, ex- 
cept in the temples, the great ornaments of ar- 
chitecture; ſuch as columns, pediments, and 
porticos : he drew plans of a ſpecies of archi- 


teCture equally beautiful and ſimple, by which 
an inconſiderable ſpace of ground afforded an 


airy houſe convenient for a numerous family ; 


having the advantage of a healthy aſpect, and 


apartments independent of one another ; that or- 
der and neatneſs might be eaſily preſerved, and 
the whole maintained at a ſmall expence, He 
ordained that every houſe of any conſequence 
ſhould have a ſaloon and little porch, with ſmall 
chambers for all the free perſons in the family: 
but he forbad, under ſevere penalties, the ſuper- 
fluous multitude and magnificence of apartments. 
Theſe different plans of houſes, proportioned 
to the greatneſs of families, ſerved to embelliſh, 
at a ſmall expence, one part of the city, and 
give it a regular appearance; whereas, the other 
part already finiſhed according to the caprice and 
pride of individuals, was, in ſpite of all its mag- 


C 3 niſicence, 
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nificence, neither ſo agreeable to the eye, nor 
commodious to the inhabitants. This new city 
was built in a very little time ; for the neigh- 
bouring coaſt of Greece furniſhed excellent ar- 
chitects, and a great number of maſons were 
brought from Epirus and ſeveral other countries, 
on condition, that after having finiſhed their work, 
they ſhould ſettle in the neighbourhood of Sa- 
lentum, have lands aſſigned them for cultiva- 
tion, and conduce to the population of the 
country, Painting and ſculpture were, in Men- 
tor's opinion, among thoſe arts which ought not 
to be entirely excluded; but he reſolved that 
very few ſhould be allowed to follow them in 
Salentum. He founded a ſchool, and furniſhed 
it with excellent maſters to ſuperintend and exa- 
mine the young pupils. Nothing weak or 
mean,” ſaid he, „ muſt be admitted in the arts, 
that are not abſolutely neceſſary, Conſequently, 
no. young perſons but ſuch as have a promiſing 
genius, and are likely to excel, ought to be per- 
mitted to apply themſelves to them. Others are 
deſigned by nature for arts leſs noble, and may 
be uſefully employed in the ordinary occupations 
of the ſtate, Sculptors and painters are only to 
be employed to preſerve the memory of great 
men and great actions. It is on public build- 
ings, or -on ſepulchral monuments, that repre- 


ſentations of all thoſe memorable exploits which 
have 
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have been performed for the public ſervice, ought 


to be preſerved.” Nevertheleſs, the modera- 
tion and frugality of Mentor did not hinder his 
authorizing all thoſe grand ſtructures deſtined 
for horſe and chariot races, for wreſtling, for 
fighting with the ceſtus, and other exerciſes 
which contribute to render the body more ſup- 
ple and vigorous, | | 

Mentor ſuppreſſed a prodigious number of 
thoſe who dealt in ſtuffs of foreign manufacture, 
in coſtly embroideries, in gold and filver plate 
emboſſed with figures of the gods, of men and 
animals; and laſtly, in ſtrong waters and per- 


fumes. He would not even allow of any other 
furniture in any houſe whatſoever but ſuch as 
was plain, and made to laſt a long time. In 
conſequence of theſe regulations, the Salentines, 
who began to complain loudly of their poverty, 


found that they poſſeſſed a great deal of ſuper- 


fHuous wealth. But it was falſe wealth, that in 


effect impoveriſhed them, and they actually be- 
came rich in proportion as tkey had the reſolu- 
tion to part with it. To deſpiſe that wealth, 
ſaid they to themſelves, which exhauſts the ſtate, 


and to make our wants fewer, by reducing them 


to the real exigencies of nature, is, in reality, 


to enrich ourſelves.” Mentor alſo viſited with- 


out delay the arſenals, and the different maga— 
zines, to ſee that the arms and other warlike 
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ſtores were in good order. © For,” ſaid he? 
& a ſtate ought always to be prepared for war, 
in order to prevent their being ever reduced to 
the diſagreeable neceſſity of engaging in it.“ 
He found many things wanting in every place 
he viſited. A great number of artificers there- 
fore were immediately ſet to work in iron, ſteel, 
and braſs ; fiery furnaces were ſeen to riſe, and 
clouds of flame and ſmoke, like thoſe ſubter- 
raneous fires that are difcharged from the bowels 
of mount tna. The hammer thundered on 
the anvil, which groaned under the redoubled 
ſtrokes; and theſe were rebounded from the 
neighbouring mountains : ſo that one would 
have thought he was in that iſle where Vulcan, 
animating the Cyclops, forges thunderbolts for 
the father of the gods. Thus by a wile fore- 
tight, all the preparations for war were ſeen go- 

ing on in the midſt of a profound peace, 
Mentor afterwards made an excurſion into 
the country with Idomeneus, where he found a: 
great extent of fertile land that lay quite deſo- 
late. Nor was the reſt cultivated but in a very 
imperfect manner, in conſequence of the ſloth 
and poverty of the huſbandmen, who, as they 
wanted hands, wanted alſo ſpirit and ſtrength 
of body ſufficient to carry agriculture to per- 
fection. Mentor ſeeing the lands thus neglect- 
ed, ſaid to the king: The foil here is fuch 
as 
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as would inrich the inhabitants, were due cul- 
ture beſtowed upon it. Let us then take all 
thoſe ſuperfluous artificers, whoſe occupations 
would ſerve only to promote a corruption of 
manners, and employ them in cultivating theſe 
plains and hills. Tt is indeed a misfortune that 
all theſe men having been brought up to trades 


that require a ſedentary life, have been very Iit- 


tle inured to labour : but I will ſhew you how 
that evil may be remedied. You muſt divide 
among them the uncultiveted lands, and invite 
people from the neighbouring nations to affiſt 
them and do the more laborious part of the work 


under their direction. This they will do, pro- | 


vided a ſuitable recompence is offered them out 
of the produce of the grounds which they ſhall 
bring into tilth : they may afterwards have a 
part of them allotted them, and thereby be in- 
corporated with your people, whoſe number is 


not very great. They will make good ſubjes, 


and increaſe your power, provided they are in- 
duſtrious, and obedient to the laws. Your city 
artificers, thus tranſplanted into the country, 
will bring up their children to labour, and the 
toils of huſbandry, Moreover, all the foreign 
workmen who are at preſent employed in build- 
ing your city, have undertaken to cultivate part 
of your lands, and to turn huſbandmen : let 
theſe then, as ſoon as they have finiſhed their 


wy work, 
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work, be incorporated among your people. They 
are charmed with the opportunity of engaging 
to ſettle and live under ſo mild a government. 
As they are active and laborious, their example 
will ſtimulate to toil thoſe artificers who are 
tranſplanted from the city into the country, and 
with whom they will be incorporated. Thus 
will your whole territory, in time, be peopled. 
with healthy, vigorous families employed in agri- 
culture. As to the increaſe and multiplication- 
of your people, you may make yourſelf quite 
eaſy; for they will ſoon become innumerable,. 
provided you encourage marriage. The means 
are very ſimple and eaſy ; moſt men have an in- 
clination to marry, and they are reſtrained by 
the fear of poverty alone. If they are not loaded 
with taxes, they will be able to maintain, with- | 
out difficulty, their wives and children ; for the 
earth is never ungrateful, but produces ſufficient 
to reward and ſupport thoſe who cultivate her 
with due care, To thoſe only does ſhe refuſe. 
plenty, who will not beſtow due labour upon 
her. The more children an huſbandman has, 
the richer he is, provided they are not impo- 
veriſhed by the prince; for they begin to be 
uſeful to him, and aſſiſt him in their moſt early 
days. The youngeſt feed and tend the ſheep ; 
ſuch as more advanced in age look after. the 
herds of cattle ; and the eldeſt aſſiſt their father 

in 
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in the toils of huſbandry. In the mean time, 
the mother, with the reſt of the family, is pre- 
paring a ſimple repaſt for her huſband and dear 
children, to be ready for them when they re- 
turn fatigued with the labour of the day. She 
neglects not to milk her cows and ewes,. and: 
ſtreams of milk is ſeen. to flow : ſhe lights up a 
blazing fire, round which all the innocent and 
peaceful family ſing carols every. evening until 
balmy ſleep calls them to their repoſe. She: 
makes delicious cheeſe, and preſerves cheſnuts 
and other fruits as freſh as when they firſt were 
gathered from the tree. 

The ſhepherd returns with his flute and plays 
to the aſſembled family the neweſt airs which he 
has learned in the neighbouring hamlets, The 
labourer comes home with his plough, and his: 
weary oxen, with drooping heads, though goaded, 
jog along with a ſlow, heavy pace. All the woes: 
of labour are buried with the day. The pop 
pies, which ſleep, by order of the gods, ſcatters 
over the earth, ſoothe with their charms the 
pangs of carking care, and lay all nature under 
a ſweet enchantment; every individual falls 
aſleep without anticipating the toils of the next 
day. Happy are theſe men, without ambition,, 
diſtruſt or deceit, provided the gods beſtow upon 
them a virtuous king, who does not interrupt 
their innocent joy! but what horrible inhuma- 

Co nity: 
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nity is it, by projects of ambition and vain pa- 
rade, to deprive them of the pleaſant fruits of 
the earth, for which they are indebted to none 
but the liberal hand of nature, in return for 
their labour and the ſweat of their brows. Na- 
ture alone would ſupply from her fruitful boſom 
all that would be neceſſary for an infinite num- 
ber of moderate induſtrious men ; but it is the 
pride and luxury of certain individuals that in- 
volve ſo many of their fellow-creatures in all the 
horrors of indigence.” 

«© What ſhall I do,” ſaid PE APIS RY cc if 
thoſe to whom I aſſign theſe fertile lands neglect 
to cultivate them? „ You muſt do,” ſaid Men- 
tor, the very reverſe of what is commonly 
done, Covetous, ſhort- ſighted princes think of 
nothing but loading with impoſitions thoſe of 
their ſubjects who are moſt active and induſtri- 
ous to improve their eſtates; and that becauſe 
they hope to raiſe them with the greater facility: 
at the ſame time they are more favourable to thoſe 
whom their natural ſloth has rendered more un- 
happy. Invert this abſurd method which op- 
preſſes the induſtrious, encourages the idle, and 
introduces an indolence no leſs fatal to the king 
than to the ſtate, Impoſe taxes, fines, and, if 
neceſſary, other ſevere penalties upon thoſe who 
neglect the culture of their lands, as you would 
puniſh ſoldiers who ſhould deſert their poſt in 


time 
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time of war. On the contrary, grant privi- 
Feges and exemptions to ſuch families as are in- 
duſtrious and multiply, aſſigning them more lands 
to cultivate, in proportion to their increaſe. 
Thus their number will be ſoon augmented, and 
every individual animated to labour ; it will even 
become honourable, The profeſſion of a huſ- 
- bandman will no longer be deſpiſed, being no 
longer attended with ſuch miſery and diſtreſs, 
The plough will again be held in honour, and 
be guided by the victorious hands that have de- 
fended their country: nor will it be. leſs ho- 
nourable to improve the eſtate of one's anceſtors 
during a happy peace, than to have nobly de- 
fended it during the calamities of war; and thus 
will the whole country put on a new face and 
flouriſh, Ceres will wear crowns of the yellow 
ears of corn, and Bacchus treading the grapes, 
will make ſtreams of wine ſweeter than neQar 
flow down the ſides of the mountains. The 
deep vallies will echo with the concerts of the 
ſhepherds, who, along the cryſtal brooks will 
accompany their pipes with their voices; while 
their wanton flocks are ſkipping up and down 
cropping the flowery turf, without dreading the 
ruthleſs wolves, And will you not be extremely 
happy, O Idomeneus, to be the author of fo 
many bleſſings, to make ſuch a multitude of peo- 
ple live in peace and plenty under your protec- 
ö . | tion ? 
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tion ? is not ſuch glory more affecting and tranf- 
porting than that of laying waſte the earth, and 
ſpreading far and near, almoſt as much among 
his own people, in ſpite of all his victories, as 
in the countries he may have ſubdued, the woes 
of carnage, confuſion, terror, deſpondency, con- 
ſternation, devouring famine, and deſpair ? Hap- 
Py the king, who, favoured by the gods, poſ- 
ſeſſes ſuch benevolence of heart as prompts him 
to become the darling of his people, and to 
exhibit to future ages a ſcene ſo glorious in the 
example of his reign, The whole earth, far 
from taking arms to defend themſelves againſt 
him, would come and Jay their ſceptres at his 
feet,” To theſe remarks Idomeneus replied : 
* But when my people ſhall by theſe means 
enjoy peace and plenty, luxury will corrupt their 
manners, and they will employ againſt me the 
wealth that I have procured- them.” © Do not 
be afraid of that inconvenience,” ſaid Mentor. 
It is indeed a pretext that is always urged to 
flatter prodigal princes, who would load their 
people with impoſts: but it may be eaſily pre- 
vented, The regulations we have made in re- 
lation to agriculture, will render their lives la- 
| borious ; and, notwithſtanding their abundance, 
1 they will have nothing more than neceſſaries; 
vj | becauſe we have proſcribed all the arts that fur- 
1 niſh ſuperfluities, Even that abundance will be 
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diminiſhed by the encouragement it will give to 


marriage, and by the great increaſe of families: 
and, as each family will be numerous, and yet 


have but a ſmall portion of land, they will be 


obliged to labour it without ceaſing. It is ſloth 


and luxury that make men inſolent and rebel- 


lious. Your people indeed will have bread in. 
plenty, but they will have nothing but that 
and the produce of their own lands, earned with 
the ſweat of their brows, In order to reſtrain. 
your ſubjects within the bounds of moderation, 


you muſt now fix the extent of land which each 


family may poſieſs. You know we have divided 
your whole ſubjects into ſeven claſſes, according 


to their different ranks : you muſt not then al- 
low any one family, of what rank ſoever, to 
poſſeſs more land than is abſolutely neceſſary to 
maintain the number of perſons of which it ſhall 
conſiſt, This rule being inviolably obſerved, 


the nobles will not be able to aggrandize them 


ſelves at the expence of the poor; and every 
family will have land, but, as it will be of a very 
ſmall extent, they will be obliged to cultivate it 
with great care. If, in proceſs of time, the 
land ſhould become too ſcanty for the inhabitants, 


colonies. may be ſent out, which will contribute 


to increaſe the power of the ſtate. 
] am even of opinion that you ought to take 


care 9422 there be not too great a plenty of wine 
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in your dominions. If too many vines have been 
planted, they muſt be dug up; for wine occa- 
ſions the greateſt diſorders among the people, as 
it gives riſe to quarrels, diſtempers, ſeditions, 
idleneſs, averſion to labour, and domeſtic trou- 


bles. Let wine then be kept as a ſort of medi- 


Cine, or a rare and coſtly liquor, to be uſed only 
in ſacrifices, or on high feſtivals : but do not 
expect that ſo important a regulation will be ob- 
ſerved, unleſs you ſet the example yourſelf, 
Further, you muſt ſee that the laws of Minos, 
reſpecting the education of children, be not vio- 
lated on any account; and that public ſchools 
be erected, in which the youth may be taught 
to fear the gods, to love their country, to re- 
ſpect the laws, and to prefer honour to pleaſure, 
and even life itſelf, 

« There muſt be magiſtrates to watch over 
the families, and the morals of the individuals 
that compoſe them, Share this taſk yourſelf : 


| you that are conſtituted king, that is, ſhepherd 


of your people, only in order to watch day and 
night over your flock, By ſo doing, you will 
prevent an infinite number of crimes and diſor- 
ders; and what you cannot prevent, you ought | 
to puniſh with the utmoſt ſeverity. To make 
examples betimes is an act of clemency, as it 
ſtops the progreſs of iniquity, By a little blood 
ſhed ſeaſonably, a great deal is ſaved ; and a 

| prince 
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prince makes himſelf feared, without being 
obliged often to have recourſe to ſeverity. But 
what a deteſtable maxim is it for a ſovereign to 
think he cannot be ſafe without oppreſſing his 
people! to take no pains to inſtruct, to train 
them up to virtue, or conciliate their affection; 


but to drive them to deſpair by terror and dif- 


may, and to lay them under the hard neceſſity 
either of ſhaking off the yoke of arbitrary power, 
or of bidding adieu for ever to liberty. Are 
theſe the ways and means to ſecure a peaceable 
reign ? Are theſe the paths that lead to glory ? 
Remember that the countries where the power 
of the ſovereign is moſt abſolute, are thoſe 
where the ſovereigns are leaſt powerful. They 


take, they deſtroy whatever they pleaſe, and the 
whole ſtate is their property; but the ſtate on 


that account languiſhes, and the lands are ne- 
glected, and almoſt deſerted. The cities decline 


every day, and trade decays. The king, Who 


cannot be ſuch if he is alone and without ſub- 
jects, and whoſe greatneſs is derived from them 
alone, gradually diminiſhes his own power by 
the continual diminution of his people, from 


whom his wealth and influence low. His do- 


minions are exhauſted both of men and money: 
but the former is the greateſt and moſt irrepar- 
able loſs. As his power is abſolute, his ſubjects 
by conſequence are all ſlaves; they flatter him, 


ſeem 
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ſeem to adore him, and tremble at the leaſt ap- 
pearance of his anger. But wait till the ſmalleſt 
revolution happens, and you will find that this 
deſpotic power being over-ſtrained, is but of ſhort 
duration, as not being ſupported by the affec- 
tions of the people; it hath harraſſed and in- 
cenſed all the communities of the ſtate, It com- 
pels all the particular members of thoſe com- 
munities earneſtly to wiſh for a change. By the 
firſt blow that is ſtruck the idol is over- turned, 


broke to pieces, and trodden under foot. Con- 
-tempt, hatred, fear, reſentment, diſtruſt, in ſhort, 


all the paſſions unite againſt ſuch odious deſpo- 


tiſm. The king, who in his proſperity. did not 


find a ſingle man bold enough to tell him, the 
truth, in his reverſe of fortune will not find one 


either to excule * or defend him againſt his 
enemies.“ 


Mentor having ended his diſcourſe, Idome- 
neus immediately ſet about dividing the vacant 
lands among the uſeleſs artizans, and executing 
whatever elſe had been reſol ved upon; reſerving 
only the lands that had been deſtined for the 
maſons, who could not take poſſeſſion of them, 
or cultivate them, till they had finiſhed the build- 


ings in the city. 


THE END OF THE TWELFTH BOOK. 
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BOOK XIII. 
THE ARGUMENT. 


Idomeneus informs Mentor of the confidence he had 
repoſed in Proteſilaus, and the urtiſices of that 
favourite, who acted in concert with Timocrates, 
in order to ruin Philocles, and betray the king 
himſelf. He owns, that being prepaſſeſſed by 
theſe two men againſt Pbilocles, he had ordered 
Timocrates to go and put him to death in an ex- 


- pedition in which he commanded his fleet ; that 
it Timocrates having failed in bis attempt, had 
g | been ſpared by Philacles, who. retired to the iſle 
g of Samos, after having reſigned the command of 
T2 the fleet to Polymenes, whom Idomeneus himſelf 
n, had nominated in his written order: that, not- 
d- withſtanding Proteſilaus's treachery, he had not 


been able to prevail upon himſelf to diſcard him. 


LREADY the fame of Idomeneus for 
his mild and moderate government attracts 
E great 
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great numbers of people from all quarters to in- 
corporate with his ſubjects, and to partake of 
their happineſs under ſo gentle an adminiſtra- 
tion. Already thoſe fields that had been ſo long 
covered with briars and thorns, promiſe plenti- 
ful crops and fruits, till then unknown. The 
earth opens her boſom to the plough-ſhare, and 
teems with riches to reward the huſbandman : 
and hope revives on all hands. In the vallies, 
and on the hills are ſeen flocks of ſheep, friſk- 
ing about upon the graſs, and herds of oxen 
and heifers, that make the lofty hills rebound 
with their lowings, and contribute to fertilize 
the fields. It was Mentor who found means to 
procure theſe flocks and herds ; he it was who 
adviſed Idomeneus to make an exchange with 
the Peucetes, a neighbouring people, of all the 


ſuperfluities which he had determined no longer 


to ſuffer in Salentum, for theſe flocks and herds, 
which the Salentines wanted. At the ſame time 
the city, and the villages around it, were full 
of beautiful young people, who had languiſhed 
long in miſery, and durſt not think of marrying, 
for fear of increaſing their diſtreſs, But when 
they ſaw Idomeneus embrace maxims of huma- 
nity, and refolve to be their father, they were no 
longer afraid of famine, and the other ſcourges 
with which heaven afflitts mankind, Nothing 
now was heard but ſhouts of joy, and ſongs of 
ſhepherds and peaſants celebrating their weddings. 

One 
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One would have thought that he ſaw the god 
Pan with a crowd of ſatyrs and fauns mingled 
with nymphs, dancing to the ſound of the flute, 
under the ſhade of woods and groves : all was 
tranquility and joy, but the joy was moderate, 
and the amuſements were intended only as re- 


laxations from labour, which ſerved to render 


them more pure and delightful, 

The old men, amazed to ſee what they had 
not dared to hope for during a long courſe of 
life, wept from an exceſs of joy, mixed with 
love and gratitude, Lifting up their trembling 
hands to heaven: * Bleſs,” ſaid they, O great 
Jupiter, the king who reſembles you, and who 
is the beſt gift you ever beſtowed upon us. He 
is born for the good of mankind : may he re- 
celve from you a recompence for all the happi- 


neſs we derive from him, Our remote deſcend- 
ants, the offspring of thoſe marriages, that have 


been contracted by his encouragement, will owe 
every thing to him, even their very birth, and 
he will indeed be the father of his people,” 

The young married men and women expreſſed 
the joy and gratitude they felt by ſinging the 
praiſes of him, to whom they were indebted for 
theſe agreeable ſenſations. His name was much 
in their mouths, but {till more in their hearts, 
They rejoiced to ſee him, and trembled at the 
thoughts of loſing him: the loſs of him would 


have 
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have been deeply felt, and deplored by every 
family. Idomeneus then acknowledged to Men- 
tor, that he had never known joy equal to that 
of being loved, and making ſuch multitudes 
happy. I never could have formed any no- 
tion of it,” ſaid he: © I thought the greatneſs 
of princes conſiſted entirely in making themſelves 
dreaded ; and that the ref: of mankind were 
made for them, All that I had heard ſaid of 
kings who had been the darlings of their people, 
appeared to me mere fable : I am now convinced 
of the truth of it, But I muſt inform you how 
my heart had been poiſoned from my earlieſt in- 
fancy in regard to the authority of kings. This 
hath been the occaſion of all the misfortunes of 
my life,” Then Idomeneus began the following 

narrative, | 
cc Proteſilaus, who is a little older than my- 
ſelf, was, of all the young men, he whom J lov- 
ed moſt; his temper, naturally bold and lively, 
recommended him to me; he ſerved me in my 
pleaſures; he flattered my paſſions; and he 
made me conceive a jealouſy of another young 
man whem 1 had loved likewiſe, whoſe name 
was Philocles. This laſt feared the gods, and 
had a greatneſs of mind with moderation, plac- 
ing grandeur not in exalting, but in overcoming 
one's ſelf, and doing nothing that was baſe. and 
mean, He ſpoke to me freely of my faults ; and 
even 
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even when he would not venture to ſpeak, his 


filence and his melancholy air made me eaſily 


gueſs at what diſguſted him in my conduct. 
His ſincerity at firſt pleaſed me, and I often 
proteſted to him that T would liſten to him, and 


confide in him all my life, that I might not 


be miſled by flatterers. He inſtructed me in every 


particular I was to obſerve, in order to tread in 


the ſteps of Minos, and to render my ſubjects 
happy. He was not, indeed, endowed with a 


wiſdom ſo profound as yours, O Mentor ; but 


his maxims were juſt and good, as I now am 
fully ſenſible, But by degrees Proteſilaus, who 
was jealous of him, and extremely ambitious, 
by his artful management infuſed into me a diſ- 
like to his rival, The undeſigning Philocles 
ſuffered the other to prevail, and contented him- 
ſelf with telling me the truth, when I was diſ- 


poſed to hear it. It was not his own fortune, 
but my advantage, which he had in view, Pro- 
| tefilaus inſenſibly perſuided me that he was a 
man of a proud, moroſe temper, who cenſured all 


my actions, and aſked nothing of me, becauſe 
he was ſo haughty, that he would not be be- 
holden to me for any thing, and would fain paſs 
for a man who deſpiſed all honours ; he added, 


that he ſpoke no leſs freely of my faults and 


tailings to others, than he did to myſelf; that 


teem 
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teem for me; and that thus depreciating my 
character, his deſign was, by the ſplendour of 
auſtere virtue, to pave his way to the crown, 

At firſt I could not be perſuaded that Philocles 
had any deſign upon my throne, In real vir- 
tue there is a candor and ingenuouſneſs that can- 
not be counterfeited, and in which one cannot 
be miſtaken, provided it is duly attended to. 
But the unſhaken fortitude of Philocles, in never 
ſtooping to flatter my weakneſſes, began to tire 
my patience. At the ſame time, the attention of 
Proteſilaus to pleaſe me, and his indefatigable 
induſtry in contriving new amuſements for my 
entertainment, rendered the auſterity of the other 
ſtill more offenſive. Proteſilaus, however, mor- 
tified to find that I did not believe all that he 
ſaid to me againſt his enemy, took a reſolution 
to ſpeak no more of him to me, and to gain his 
point by a more effectual method, The way 
he took to deceive me, and in which he ſuc- 
ceeded, was this. He adviſed me to give the 
command of the fleet that was to go againſt the 
Carpathians to Philocles ; and to obtain my 
conſent, he ſpoke to me thus: You know 
that I cannot be ſuſpected of flattery in the praiſe 
I give him ; I own, that he has courage, and a 
genius for war; he is more capable to ſerve you 
in that way than any other perſon 1 know, and 

I gladly | 
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1 gladly ſacrifice to your intereſt all the n 
tion of my own reſentment. “ 


„ was charmed: to find fuch ou aa 


integrity in the heart of Proteſilaus, to -whom 
J had committed the ſupreme direction of my 


affairs; I 'embraced him in a-tranſport of joy, 
and thought myſelf extremely happy in having 
beſtowed my confidence upon a man, who now 
ſeemed to me incapable of being influenced ei- 
ther by paſſion or intereſts But, alas | how much 
are princes to be pitied this man knew me 


much better than I knew myſelf: he knew that 


kings are generally diſtruſtful and indolent; diſ- 
truſtful from the conſtant experience they have 
of the artifice and diſſimulation of the corrupt 


men about them; indolent; from the love of 


pleaſure, and their being accuſtomed to have 
miniſters employed, think for them, and ſpare 
them the trouble of reflection. He was con- 
vinced, therefore, that it would be no difficult 
matter to make me conceive a jealouſy and diſ- 
truſt of a man, who would not fail to perform 
great actions, eſpecially, as in his abſenee, he 
could lay ſnares for him 1 the You eaſe 
and .efficacy, 4 | 
„ Philocles, at his departure, foreſveing what 
might happen: „Remember,“ ' ſaid he to ane, 
that, in my abſence, I ſhall not have an op- 
portunity of defending myſelf; that you will 
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hear only the accuſations of my enemy; and that 
for ſerving you at the riſk of my life; I am in 
danger of having no other recompenee than your 
hatred and diſpleaſure,” ** You are miſtaken,” 
ſaid I, Proteſilaus does not ſpeak of you as 
you expreſs yourſelf with reſpect to him: he 
praiſes, he eſteems you, and thinks you worthy 
of the higheſt employments ; ſhould he preſume 
to ſpeak againſt you, he would certainly loſe my 
confidence : be under nv apprehenſions therefore, 
but go and ſerve me to the beſt of your ability.“ 
Accordingly he ſet out immediately, and left me 
in a very odd ſituation. 

« muſt own, Mentor; that I was well aware 
how neceſſary it was for me to have ſeveral dif- 
ferent perſons to conſult ;- and that nothing was 
more prejudicial either to my reputation or the 
ſucceſs of my affairs, than to confine myſelf to 
one, I knew that the wiſe counſels of Philocles 
had prevented my taking ſeveral dangerous ſteps, 
to which I was impelled by the pride and haugh- 
tineſs of Proteſilaus. I was ſenfible that there 
was à fund of probity and integrity in Philocles, 
not to be found, at leaſt in the ſame degree, in 
Protcfilaus : but I had ſuffered Proteſilaus to 
aſſume ſuch an overbearing deciſive tone, as I 
was ſcarce any longer able to reſiſt. I was 
weary of finding myſelf always between two men 
who could never agres 3 and in this diſagreeable 

reſtraint 
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reſtraint I weakly choſe to ſacrifice the "intereſt 
of the public in ſome meaſure to my own private 
eaſe and ſatisfaction, I durſt not own, even to 
myſelf, that my conduct was influenced by ſuck 
a ſhameful motive: but this ſhameful motivey 
though I durſt not unfold ity did not fail to ope+ 
rate in ſecret within my breaſt; and was, in- 
deed, the true ſource of all my actions. Phi- 
locles ſurpriſed the enemy, gained a complete 
victory, and intended to return directly, in order 
to prevent the effect of the ill offices which he 


had reaſon to apprehend : but Proteſilaus, who 


had not as yet been able to make me entirely 
his dupe, wrote to him, that J deſired he ſhould 
make a deſcent upon the iſland of Carpathium, 
in order to make the moſt of his victory. In 
fact, he had perſuaded me that I might eaſily 
reduce that iſland : but He had taken care that 


- Philocles ſhould be unprovided of many things 


neceſſary to make the enterprize ſucceſsful, and 
had ſubjeted him to certain reſtrictions that 
occaſioned many difficulties in the execution, 


In the mean time, he made uſt of a very worth- 


leſs fellow of a domeſtic that I had about my 
perſon, to obſerve me narrowly, and to give him 
an account of every thing he ſaw, although they 
ſeemed to have little or no correſpondence, and 
never to be of the ſame mind. This domeſtic, 
whoſe name was Timocrates, came one day and 


D 2 told 


£2 THE ADVENTURES 


told me, as a great ſecret, that he had diſcovered 
a very dangerous affair. Philocles,”” ſaid he, 
« intends; te employ your fleet to make himſelf 
king of the. iſland of Carpathium. The prin- 
cipal officers are all attached to him, and the 
ſoldiers have been all gained by him, partly by 
largefles, but more by the dangerous qicentiouſ- 
neſs in which he indulges them. He is quite 
intoxicated by his victory. Here is a letter 
he wrote to one of his friends, on the ſcheme he 
has formed to raiſe himfelf to the rank of a ſo- 
vereign. After fo full a proof, no doubt can 
be entertained! of his deſign.” I read: the letter, 
which appeared to me to be of Philocles's writ- 
ing. His hand had been very exactly imitated, 
and that by Proteſilaus, aſſiſted by Timocrates. 
This letter ſurpriſed me greatly : I read it over 
and over, but could not be perſuaded that it was 
written by Philocles, when I recelleQed, in the 
anguiſh of my mind, the many endearing prooſs 
he had given me of his integrity and diſintereſt- 
edneſs. But what cold I do? How could 1 
reſuſt the evidence of a letter that appeared to 
me the undoubted hand-writing of Philocles. 
When Timocrates found that his ſtratagem 
had ſucceeded ſo far, he puſhed it, Rill further. 
„% May I preſume,” ſaid he with a faultering 
accent, ** to deſire you to take notice of one word 
in the letter? Philocles tells his friend, that he 

may 
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may ſafely venture to ſpeak to Proteſilaus con- 
cerning ſomething that he expreſſes only by a 


_ Eypher : without doubt, Protefilaus hath em- 
barked in his deſign, and they have made up 


their differences, in order to carry on their 
ſchemes againſt you, You know ic was Pro- 
teſilaus who importuned you to ſend Philocles 
againſt the Carpathians, For ſome time he hath 
deſiſted from ſaying any thing againſt him, as 


he often uſed to do before: on the contrary, 


he excuſes and praiſes him on all occaſions, and 
they have treated one another of late, when they 
happen to meet, politely enough. Undoubtedly 
they have concerted meaſures together to ſhare 
betwixt them the ifland of Carpathium, when it 
ſhall be conquered. * You know too that he 
cauſed this enterprize to be undertaken againſt 
all the rules of prudence” and forecaſt, and that 
he hazards the ruin of your fleet to gratify his 
ambition; Do you imagine that he would thus 
contribute alſo to gratify that of Philocles if 
they Were {till at variance? No, no, it cannot 


uny longer be doubted, that theſe two men act 


in concert to raiſe themſelves to great power 
and authority, and, perhaps, to over- turn your 
throne. By ſpeaking to you in this manner, I 
know that J expoſe myſelf to their reſentment, 
if, notwithſtanding this my faithful advice, you 
ſuffer them ſtill to retain their authority. But 
2 | WY what 
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what does it ſignify, while I do my duty, and ſay 
nothing but the truth.” 
«© Theſe laſt words of Timocrates made a deep 
impreſſion upon me: I no longer doubted the 
treachery of Philocles, and I was jealous of 
Proteſilaus, as his friend and accomplice. In 
the mean time, Timocrates was inceſſantly ſay- 
ing to me: If you wait till Philocles has 
made an entire conqueſt of the ifle of Carpathium, 
it will be tao late to put a ſtop to his defigns ; 
ſecure him therefore without delay while you 
have it in your power,” I was now extremely 
ſhocked at the deep diſſimulation of mankind, 
and did not know whom to truſt, After the 
diſcovery I had made of Philocles's treachery, 
I did not think there was any man upon earth 
in whoſe virtue I could confide. That perfidious 
ſubject I was determined to put to death forth- 
with; but I Was afraid of Proteſilaus, and did 
not know how to act in regard to him, I was 
afraid of finding him guilty, and I was afraid to 
truſt him until I had cleared up my doubts. , _ 
© Atlaſt, however, in my perplexity I could 
not help telling him that I bega to be ſuſpicious 
of Philocles. At this hint he ſeemed ſurpriſed ; 
urged his moderation and upright conduct ; ex- 
aggerated his ſervices; in ſhort, he did his ut« 
moſt to make me believe that they underſtood 
one another too well. On the other hand, Ti- 
mocrates 
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mocrates endeavoured from thence to perſuade 
me that they acted in concert, and to engage 
me to take off Philocles while it was yet in my 
power. You fee, my dear Mentor, how un- 
happy kings are, and how much they are in dan- 
ger of being made the ſport of other men; of 


thoſe very men who ſeem to tremble at their 


foot · ſtool. 1 thought it a ſtroke of profound 
policy to diſeoncert Proteſilaus, by ſending Ti- 
mocrates ſecretly to the fleet to make away with 
Philocles. As for Proteſilaus, he carried his 
diſſimulation to the utmoſt height, and impoſed 
upon me with the more ſucceſs, the more natu- 
rally he acted the part of a man who was him- 
ſelf deceived. Timocrates then ſetting out for 


the fleet, found Philocles much embaraſſed in 


making the deſcent, as he was in want of all 
ſorts of neceſſaries; for Proteſilaus not certainly 
knowing if the forged letter would prove the 


occaſion of his death, was reſolved to bring it 


about another way if that failed; namely, by 
the miſcarriage of an enterprize, from which he 
had made me expect ſo much; a miſcarriage 
which would not fail to incenſe me againſt the 
general. Yet did he furmount the difficulties 
of this expedition by his courage, his genius, and 
the affection of the troops which he had ac- 
quired, Though the whole army ſaw how raſh 
the attempt was, and how fatal it would pro- 
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bably be, yet every ane exerted himſelf to the 
utmoſt to make it ſucceſsful, as if his life and 
happineſs depended upon the event. Every one 
was willing to hazard his life at all times un» 
der a commander ſo wiſe, and fo attentive to 
conciliate their attachment. = 
_ * 'Timocrates expoſed himſelf tothe moſt im- 
minent danger in attempting the life of a com- 
mander in the midſt of an army by whom he was 
ſo much loved. Bat wild immoderate ambition 
is blind. I'imocrates thought nothing too dan- 
gerous or difficult to gratify Proteſilaus, in con- 
junction with whom he fancied he ſhould. go- 
vern in an abſolute manner after the death of 
Philocles; and Proteſilaus, on | his. part, could 
not bear a man of virtue whoſe vety appearance ſe- 
eretly reproached him with his crimes ; and whioſe 
integrity might ruin his projects, by opening my 
eyes to his real character, Timocrates firſt gain- 
. ed over two officers, who were conſtantly with 
Philocles, by promiſing! them great rewards in 
my name; he then told him that he was come 
by my order to communicate certain ſecrets which 
he could not impart but in the preſence: of theſe 
two officers. Philocles accordingly retired: to 
a private apartment with them and Timocrates : 
then Timocrates immediately drew a poignard 
and ftabbed Philocles, but the wound was not 
Fe the weapon paſſing obliquely through his 
F129 | fide, 
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ſide, Philocles, not at all diſconcerted or diſ- 
mayed, wreſted the poignard from him, and de- 


fended himſelf with it againſt the aſſaſſin and his 


two accomplices. At the ſame time calling out 


for help, ſome perſons came running to the door, 


burſt it open, and reſcued him from the three 
aſſailants, who, being difordered with fear, had 
attacked him but feebly, T hey were all three 
ſeized; and would have been immediately torn to 
pieces, fo much was the army enraged againſt 
them, had not Philocles interpoſed, who taking 
Timocrates aſide, calmly aſked him, who had 


inſtigated him to attempt fo black a deed, He, 


in the apprehenſion of being put to death, im- 
mediately produced the order that 1 had given 
him in writing to make away with Phitocles ; 
and as traitors are always baſe and cowardly, 
he endeavoured to ſave his own life by making 
a full diſcovery of his colleague” s treachery, 

« Philocles, ſhocked to find ſo much villainy in 
mankind, took a reſolution that Vhs full of ma- 
deration: he declared to the Whole army that 
Timocrates was innocent, ſecured him againſt 
all danger, and ſent him back to Crete; he 
then reſigned the command of the ary to Po- 
limenes, whom I had nominated to it in my 
written order, after Philocles mould be killed. 
Laſtly, having exhorted the troops to behave 
with due loyalty and fidelity to me, he went In 
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the night on board a ſmall bark, which carried 
him to the iſle of Samos, where he lives quietly 
in poverty and ſolitude, gaining his livelihood 
by making ſtatues, and never defiring to hear 
any more of wicked deceitful men, but eſpecially 
of kings, whom he looks upon as the moſt un- 
bappy, and moſt blind of all men.” Here Men- 
tor interrupted Idomeneus, and ſaid: „ Well, 
was it long before you diſcovered the truth?“ 
« No,” replied Idomeneus, * found out by 
degrees the artifices of Proteſilaus and Timo- 
crates, and the ſooner by their falling out ; 
for it is difficult for bad men to continue long 
united. This quartel gave me an opportunity 
of diſcovering the depth of the abyſs into which 
they had plunged me.” © Well,” ſaid Mentor, 
„did not you take a reſolution to rid yourſelf 
of both of them?“ Alas!“ replied Idomeneus, 
„can you be ignorant of the weakneſs and per- 
plexity of princes? When they have once at- 
tached themſclygs to men who have the art of 
rendering themſelves neceſſary, they have no 
longer any liberty to hope for. Thoſe they def- 
piſe moſt, they treat beſt, and even overwhelm. 
with favours : although I greatly dreaded Prote- 
filaus, yet I #411 left him the entire management 
of my affairs. Strange infatuation! I was ex- 
tremely glad that L knew him, and yet I had 
not the reſolution to reſume the authority I had 
con- 
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donferred upon him. It is true, I found him 
eaſy, obliging, attentive to gratify, my paſſions, 
and zealous for my intereſt, In fine, I made 
ſhitt. to excuſe my weakneſs to myſelf, by reaſon 
I had never known what true reaſon was, for 
want of judgment to diſtinguiſh; and chuſe men 
of worth to conduct my affairs. I even thought 
there were none ſuch upon the earth, and that 
probity was no more than à beautiful phan- 
tom. To what purpoſe, ſaid I, make a noiſe by 
diſgracing one corrupt miniſter, only to fall 
into the hands of another, neither more diſin- 
tereſted, nor more honeſt than he. In the mean 
time the fleet returned under the command of 


Polimenes, and I dropped all thoughts of makx- 


ing a conqueſt of the iſland of Carpathium. 
Proteſilaus, notwithſtanding his profound diſſi- 
mulation, could not prevent my . perceiving he 
was extremely chagrined that Philocles had got 
ſafe to the iſle of Samos. | 
Here Mentor again interrupted. n Hg 
aſk him, whether, after the diſcovery of ſuch black 
treachery, he continued ſtill to truſt Proteſilaus 
with the management of his affairs. I Was, 
replied Idomenens, “ too averſe to buſineſs, and 
too indolent to be able to extricate myſelf aut 
of his hands. To effect this deliverance, I muſt - 
have been obliged to alter the plan I had eſta- 
bliſhed for my caſe and convenience, and to in- 
D 6 | ſtruct 
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ſtruct another miniſter, 'a taſk which I never 
had reſolution to undertake,” I choſe rather to 
ſhut my eyes, that I might not ſee the artiſiees 
of Proteſilaus; and comforted myſelf only: by 
letting ſome perſons; in whom I confided; know 
that I was not ignorant of his perfidy. Thus I 
imagined I was but in part deceived, ſince I knew 
that I was deceived, | I even now and then gave 

Protefilaus to underſtand that J bore his yoke 

with impatience ; taking a pleaſure often in con- 

tradicting him, in ' publicly condemning ſome 

things that he had done, and determining con- 
trary to his opinion; but as he knew my lazi- 

neſs, and want of reſolution, he was not much 

troubled at my uneaſinefs. He was never daunt- 

ed or diſcouraged, but always returned to the 

charge; ſometimes inſolent and aſſuming; at 

others, humble and complying; eſpecially when 

he perceived that I was out of humour with him, 

he re-doubled his efforts to pacify me, either by 

procuring me new pleaſures and amuſements, or 

by engaging me in ſome deſign in which his aſſiſt- 

ance might be neceſſary, or which might give 
him an opportunity of Ws a zeal for 

my honour; 

« Alihough I was upon my guard againſt him, 
yet he ſtill maintained his aſcendant over me by 
thus flattering my paſſions; by knowing my 

1 ſecrets ; by extricating me out of my difficulties ; 
5 and 
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and by making all my ſubjects and neighbours 


ſtand in awe of my authority. I could not there- 
fore reſolve to diſcard him: but by thus con- 
tinuing him in his place, I made it unſafe for 
any good man to venture to repreſent to me 
my true intereſts. From that time there was an 
end of all freedom of ſpeech in my council. 


Truth forſook me; and error, the fore- runner 


of the fall of kings, puniſhed me for having 
ſacriſiced Philocles to the cruel ambition ef Pro- 
teſilaus. Even thoſe who were moſt zealous for 
the public good, and moſt attached to my per- 
ſon, thought / themſelves now no longer obliged 
to attempt to undeceive me. After having ſuf- 


fered myſelf to be ſo. ſhamefully, miſled: and abuſ- 


ed, I was myſelf afraid leſt truth ſhould pene- 


trate the thick cloud, and reach me in ſpite of 


adulation; for, as I had not reſolution to em- 
brace and follow it, the light of it was become 
uneaſy to me. | I found, that notwithſtanding 
the cruel remorſe it had occaſioned me, it had 


not been able to deliver me from my thraldom, 


From my own indolence, and the aſcendant 
which Proteſilaus had inſenſibly gained over me, 


I began to deſpair of ever being able to recover 


my liberty. A ſituation ſo ſhameful I would fain 


have concealed both from myſelf and others, 


You know, my dear Mentor, the falſe ridiculous 
notions. of glory and grandeur in which kings 
| 1 are 
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are brought up : they will never, therefore, al- 
tow themſelves to be in the wrong; and, to co- 
ver one blunder, commit a hundred. Rather 
than own that they have been deceived, and 
take the pains to correct their errors, they will 
ſuffer themſelves to be impoſed upon all their 
lives. Such is the condition of weak and indo- 
lent pr.nces, and ſuch exactly was mine, when 
I was obliged to embark for the ſiege of Troy. 
„At my departure, I left the adminiſtration of 
the government in the hands of Proteſilaus, who 
acted in a cruel imperious manner during my 
abſence. The whole kingdom of Crete groaned 
under his tyranny, yet nobody: had courage to 
inform me of my people's oppreſſion. They 
knew I was afraid of diſcovering the truth, and 
that I abandoned to the cruelty of Proteſilaus 
all thoſe who ventured to ſpeak againſt him ; 
but the leſs courage they had to remonſtrate 
againſt him, the more violent he. became; At 
laſt he compelled me to diſgrace the brave Me- 
rion, who had attended me with ſo much glory 
to the ſiege of Trey. He grew jealous of him, 
as he did of all thoſe for whom I diſcovered 
any regard, or who had any virtue left. You 
cannot be ignorant, my dear Mentor, that all 
my misfortunes have ariſen from ſuch a conduct. 
The revolt of the Cretans was not occaſioned ſs 
much by the death of my ſon, as the wrath of 
the 
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the gods, who were offended at my weak con- 
duct, and the hatred of the people, which Pro- 
teſilaus had drawn upon me. When J embrued 
my hands in the blood of my ſon, the Cretans, 
already exaſperated by the ſeverity of my govern- 
ment, loſt all patience; and the abhorrence of 
me and my government that had long been rank 
ling at their hearts, now broke faxthy and diſ- 
played itſelf openly. 

: © Timocrates accompanied me to the ſiege of 
Troy, and gave Proteſilaus ſecretly an account 


by letters of all that he obſerved or could diſ- 


cover. 4 was very ſenſible that I was no better 
than a priſoner ; but as I deſpaired of being able 
to deliver myſelf from captivity, I did nor ſuf- 
fer my thoughts to dwell upon it. When the 
Cretans, after my arrival, revolted, Proteſilaus 
and Timocrates were the firſt that endeavoured 
to make their eſcape ; and they would have un» 
doubtedly forſaken me, if I had not been obliged 
to fly almoſt as ſoon as they. Aſſure yourſelf, 
my dear Mentor, that thoſe who are inſolent in 
proſperity, are always mean and puſillanimous 
in a reverſe of fortune. No ſooner are they de- 
prived of their abſolute power, than they loſe 
their reaſon and. reſolution, They are then as 
abject and cringing, as they were before haughty 
and imperious ; paſling in a moment from one 
extreme. to another,” 
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Here Mentor ſaid to Idomeneus : ** But how 
comes it paſs, that knowing ſo well theſe two 
wicked men, you ſtill keep them about you, as 
1 find you do? That they ſhould have followed 
you, I am not at all ſurpriſed, as they had no 
other courſe to take more for their advantage. 
J even will allow that you acted generouſly, 
in permitting them to take refuge in your new 
ſettlement: but why ſhould you give yourſelf 
up entirely to their guidance, after ſuch a long 
courſe of fatal experience!“ F 

„Lou are not aware,” replied Idomeneus, 
$5 how little  indolent, effeminate, unthinking 
princes are the better for all their experience. 
Although they are diſſatisfied with the whole of 
the adminiſtration, yet they have not courage to 
redreſs any one abuſe. The being uſed, for ſo 
many years, to be guided by theſe two men, 
was like a chain of iron that faſtened me to them; 
beſides, I was watched and beſet by them con- 
tinually. Since I have been here, they have en- 
gaged me in all thoſe expenſive projects that you 
know of ; and have quite drained this infant ſet- 
tlement. They too were the occaſion of the war, 
which, but for you, would have been fatal to 
me. I ſhould ſoon have undergone the fame 
ealamities at Salentum as in Crete: but you 
have opened my eyes, and have inſpired me with 
the courage I wanted, to aflert my liberty, How 

it 
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it happens I cannot tell; but ſince you came 
hither I find myſelf quite another man.” 
Mentor then aſked Idomeneus how: Proteſilaus 
had behaved ſince that change took place. No- 
thing,” replied, Idomeneus, could be more artful 
than his behaviour ſince your arrival. At firſt ho 
took a great deal of pains indirectly to raiſe in my 
mind a jealouſy of you. He ſaid nothing him- 
ſelf to your diſadvantage; but there were ſeves 
ral perſons that warned me to be upon my guard 
againſt you, as ſtrangers that had no good de- 
ſigns, One of them,” ſaid they, „is the 
ſon of the deceitful Ulyſſes ; the other is a man 
of great depth and diſſimulation: they are con- 
tinually wandering from one country to another: 
who knows whether they may not have formed 
ſome deſign upon this? It appears from their 
own accounts,” that they have been the cauſe of 
great diſturbances in every place where they have 
been. This ſettlement is but yet in its Weg 
and may be eaſily oyerturned. ! | | 
. » *6 Protefilaus ſaid nothing directly handed wy 


but he ſtrove to : perſuade me of the danger and 


abſurdity of the ſeveral reformations you pro- 
poſed, Hs endeavoured: to deter me from them, 
by repreſenting them as contrary to my intereſt. 
If,“ ſaid he, „ you introduce riehes among 
your people, they will labour no more; they 
will become havghty, intractable, and be ever 
925 ready 
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ready to revolt: the only way to make them 
humble and ſubmiſſive, and to prevent reſiſtance 
and rebellion, is to keep them poor and indi- 
gent.“ He often attempted to reſume his former 
power, in order to lord it over me, though he 


covered his deſign under an appearance of zeal 


for my ſervice. By ſtudying,” ſaid he, © to 
eaſe the people, you intrench upon the royal au- 


thority, and thereby do them an irreparable in- 
jury; for there is a neceſſity for their being kept 


under for their own good and quiet.“ 

« To all this I replied : That I knew well 
how to keep them in their duty and allegiance by 
conciliating their affections, by maintaining my 
authority, notwithſtanding my inclination to eaſe 
them : by puniſhing. the ' guilty with firmneſs 
and reſolution; and laſtly, by giving the youth 
a proper education, and ſupporting, by a ſtrict 
diſcipline, a ſimplicity of manners, ſobriety, and 
induſtry among the whole body of the people, 
What, ſaid I, cannot' a people be kept un- 


der without ſtarving them? What inhumanity ! 


what barbarous policy | how many nations do 
we ſee treated with gentlencſs by their princes, 
and yet very dutiful and loyal! Rebellions are 
occaſioned by the intrigues and ambition of the 
grandees, when their paſſions and licentiouſnefs 
are not duly reſtrained; by the great numbers, 
both high and low, who live in ſloth, luxury, 


and 
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and idleneſs; by too great a proportion of mi- 
litary men, who, in time of peace, apply them- 
ſelves to no kind of uſeful employment; laſtly, 
by the deſpair of an oppreſſed people, the pride 
and inſenſibility of kings, together with their 
indolence, which makes them incapable of tha 


vigilance that is neceſſary to prevent commotions 


in a ſtate. Theſe are the true cauſes of revolts, 
and not the allowing the peaſant to eat in peace 
the bread that he hath earned with the ſweat of 
his brow. | | ; 

„When Proteſilaus found that I was unal- 
terably fixed in theſe maxims, his conduct was 
quite altered from what it was before ; he began 
to adopt the maxims which he could not prevail 
upon me to relinquiſh ; he pretended to reliſh 
them, to be convinced of their juſtneſs, and to 


be obliged to me for having ſet him right in that 


reſpect. He is before-hand with me in every 
thing I could wiſh for the eaſe of my people; 
he is the firſt to urge their wants, and to ex- 
claim againſt exorbitant expence. Vou know 
how he - extols you, how he ſeems to confide in 
you, and that he is very aſſiduous to pleaſe you. 
As for Timocrates, he begins to be upon ill 


terms with Proteſilaus, having ſhewn an incli- 


nation to ſhake off his yoke. Of conſequence, 
Proteſilaus is become jealous of him; and to 
| this 
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this their miſunderſtanding I am partly indebted 
for the diſcovery of their perfidy. * * 

Mentor ſmilingly replied: Is it poſſible you 
ſhould have been ſo weak as to ſuffer yourſelf to 
be. enſlaved ſo many years by two traitors, whoſe 
treachery you knew {” * Ah,“ replied Idome- 
neus, you are not aware What an aſcendant 
artful men gain over a weak and indolent prince, 
who entirely gives up to them the reins of go- 
rernment, But Proteſilaus, as I told you, hath 
now entercd into all your views for the public 
good,” Mentor thus replied © with an air of 
gravity: „I fee too plain, in what manner 
wicked men prevail over the virtuous in the 
courts of kings: you yourſelf furniſh a terrible 
example. But you tell me, that IJ have opened 

your eyes in regard to Proteſilaus, and yet they 
are ſtill ſo far ſhut, that you leave the manage- 
ment of your affairs in his hands, though he does 
not deſerve ot live. Do not imagine that the 
bad are incapable of doing any good: for they 
can o good or ill indifferently, as it anſwere 
their ambitious views. To do ill, gives them 


no fort of uneaſineſs, being without any virtu- 


ous principle, or benevolent ſenſation to reſtrain 
them; nor are they more backward to do good, 
though from a vicious motive, that by appear- 


ing virtuous, they may more certainly deceive 


the reſt of mankind. Properly ſpeaking, indeed, 
they 
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they are not capable of virtue, though they 
ſeem to practiſe jt, but are capable of adding to 
their other vices that which is the baſeſt of all, 
namely, hypacriſy.. While you are fully bent 
upon doing good, Proteſilaus will fall in with 
your inclinations, in order to preſerve his ins 
fluence and authority, But if he ſhould obſerve 
you to remit ever ſo little of your ardor in re- 
card to that, he will leave no ſtone unturned to 
draw you into your former errors, that he may 
be at liberty to indulge his natural ferocity and 
deceit, Can you enjoy either honour or repoſe, 
while you have ſuch a man ſtill about you, and 
while you know that the fage and faithful Phi- 
locles lives in poverty and diſgrace in the iſle of 
Samos? You are now very ſenſible, O Idome- 
neus, that bold perfidious men, if ſuffered to 
be about weak, indolent princes, will gain an 
aſcendant over them, and miſlead them, But 
there is another misfortune to which thoſe princes 
are ſubject, not leſs than the other, which you 
ought alſo to be ſenſible of, and that is, of ea- 
ſily forgetting the virtue and ſervices of one that 
has been obliged to be abſent any time, The 
multitudes with which princes are continually 
ſurrounded, are the cauſe that none of them 
ſingly make any deep impreſſion upon them: 
they are affected only by what is preſent and 
agreeable; every thing elſe is ſoon forgotten. 


The 
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The virtuous in particular are but little regard: 
ed by them, becauſe inſtead of flattering them, 
they venture even to contradict them, and to 
condemn their weak conduct. Is it then to be 
wondered at, that they are not loved, when they 
themſelves love nothing but idle pomp and plea- 
Cure ?”” | 
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Nentor prevails apon Idomeneus to ſend Proteſilaus 
and Timocrates to the 1fle of Samos, and to re- | 
call Philocler, and advance him again to fa- i | 1 
wour and honour. Hegrſippus, who is charged 

roth the commiſſion, executes it with joy, Ha 
urrives . with theſe two men at the iſle of Samos, 
where he finds his friend, leading in contentment 
a life of poverty and ſolitude. He could hardly 
be prevailed upon to ronſent to return 10 his 
rountrymen : however, when he found that it was 
the will of the gods that he ſhould, he embarks 
with Hegeſippus, and arrives at Salentum, where 
Idomeneus, who was quite changed from what 
he had been before, receives him kindly, 


in having ſpoke to this effect, Men- 
| tor made Idomeneus ſenſible that he ought 
immedi: tely to diſmiſs Proteſilaus and Timo» 
crates; 
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crates, and recall Philocles. The only difficulty 
that remained, was the king's apprehenſion" wing 
reſpect to the ſeverity of Philocles. I o 
ſaid he, I cannot help dreading a little his 
return, though I love and, eſteem bis, virtue. 
From my carlieſl infancy. I have been accuſtomed 
to ſuch adulation, officious zeal and compliances, 
as I cannot expect from that man. As often as 
I took any ſtep which he did not approve, I 
diſcovered it immediately by his melancholy air; 
and when he was alone with me, his deportment 
was modeſt and reſpectful, but ever dry and 
reſerved.” Do not you know, replied Men- 
tor, * that princes. ſpoĩled by flattery ate apt to 
call an ingenuous freedom auſterity and churl- 
iſnneſs? Nay, they are even apt to imagine, that 
men have no zeal for their ſervice, or that they 
are diſaffected, unleſs they are ſervile, and ready 
to flatter them in the moſt; unjuſt exerciſe. of 
their power. Every free, ingenuous expreſſion, 
appears to them inſolent, captious, and ſeditious; 
and ſo. delicate do they grow, that every thing 
but Hattery diſguſts and offends them. But let 
us ſuppole that Philacles is, in fact, ſtiff and 
auſtere, is not that auſterity to be prefetred to 
the pernicious flattery of your preſent counſel- 
lors? Wbkre can you ſind a man without foi- 
bles and defects ? And is not that of telling you 
the truth, perhaps; a little too boldly, the leaſt 
222 to 
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to be dreaded of any ? But what do I ſay? Is 
it not a defect neceſſary to correct yours, and to 
cure you of that diſlike- of truth, which flattery 
hath engendered? You'ſtand in need of one who 


hates all falſehood and diſguiſe, and who may 


love you better than you yet know to love yours 
ſelf ; who may tell you the truth, how diſagree= 
able ſoever it may be to you; and convey it to 
your ear at all hazards ; and ſuch a one is Phi- 


locles. Remember, that a prince ought to think 


himſelf extremely happy, if, in his reign, there 
is born but one man of ſo much worth, ſack 
being the greateſt treaſure of a ſtate ; and that 
the greateſt calamity he has to apprehend from 
the gods, is to loſe ſuch a man, ſhould he ren- 
der himſelf unworthy of him by not conſulting 
him, and following his advice. As for the foi- 
bles and defects of good men, a prince eught to 
know them, but not for that neglect to employ 
them, or adviſe with them. If they have any 
faults, endeavour to correct them, and never 
blindly truſt to their indifcreet zeal ; but give 
them a fair hearing, honour their virtue, let the 
public fee that you know how to diſtinguiſh 
them; and above all things beware of acting 
any longer the part you have hitherto performed. 
Princes, abufed as you were, ſatisfied with deſ- 
piſing corrupt men, continue ſtill to employ 
them, to truft them, and to heap favours: upon 

Vol. II. 3 them. 
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them. On the other hand, they pique themſelves 
upon knowing alſo the virtuous, but go no far- 
ther than to praiſe them, never advancing them 
to employments, nor admitting them into their 
familiarity, nor beſtowing any mark of their fa- 

vour upon them.“ 
Idomeneus then acknowledged he had too long 
delayed to appear in behalf of oppreſſed inno- 
cence, and to puniſh thoſe who had impoſed 
upon him. Mentor found no great difficulty in 
perſuading him to diſgrace his favourite; for 
when favourites eome once to be ſuſpected by, 
and obnoxious to, their maſters, they are uneaſy 
and impatient till they get rid of them; their 
partiality to them vaniſhes ; their ſer vices are for- 
got; and their fall does not in the leaſt affect 
them, provided they are no more ſeen by them. 
Accordingly the king gave ſecret orders to 
Hegeſippus, who was one of the chief officers of 
his houſhold, to ſeize Proteſilaus and Timocra- 
tes, to convey them ſaſely to the iſle of Samos, 
and there to leave them; and to bring from 
thence the exile Philocles. Hegeſippus, greatly 
ſurpriſed at this order, could not forbear ſhed- 
ding tears. Now,” ſaid he, will you give 
great joy to your ſubjects: theſe two men- have 
been the occaſion of all the misfortunes that have 
befallen you or your people. Theſe twenty years 
have they made all good men groan, and hardly 
| dur 
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durſt they even do that, ſo great was their ty- 
ranny. All that ventured to make any applica- 
tion to you through any other channel than theirs, 
were ſure to be cruſhed by them.” Then did 
Hegeſippus make a diſcovery to the king of a 
great many perhdious and cruel deeds perpetrated 

by theſe two men, of which he had never heard 

a tittle, becauſe no body would venture to ac= 
cuſe them; he alſo told him what he had heard 

of a ſecret conſpiracy to deſtroy Mentor : at all 
which the king was greatly ſhocked. Hegeſippus 
then went to ſeize Proteſilaus at his houſe, which 
was not ſo large, but more commodious and gay ; 
than the king's palace ; and built in a better taſte 

of architecture. A great deal of money, raiſed 

by oppreſſion and extortion, had been laid out 

in adorning. it. | He was then in a ſaloon of 


1 marble near his baths, lolling careleſsly upon a 

f bed of purple embroidered with gold: he ſeemed , Þ 
p quite exhauſted with intenſe thought and appli- 1 
1 cation; and there appeared a certain ferceneſs, VE 
n gloomineſs, and agitation in his eyes and looks. 
7 The chief of the grandees of the tate were placed 

— on carpets all around him, watching every mo- 

e tion of his eye, and adapting their looks to his, 

5 At every word he ſpoke, they were in raptures 

ve of admiration. One of the moſt conſiderable, 

rs recounted with the moſt ridiculous exaggerations, 

ly all that he had done for the king, Another 

ll. E 2 affirmed, 
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affirmed, that Jupiter having beguiled his mo- 
ther, had begot him, and that he was the ſon 
of the father of the gods. Then came a poet; 
and recited ſome verſes, importing, that Prote- 
filaus having been inſtructed by the Muſes, had 
equalled Apollo in every ſpecies of wit and in- 
genuity. Another poet, {till more abje& and 
impudent, ſtyled him in his verſes the inventor 
of the fine arts, and the father of the people; 
who were happy under his adminiſtration ; de- 
ſcribing him as holding in his hand a cornu- 
copia, | | 

Proteſilaus heard all theſe praiſes with a cold, ab- 
fent, or contemptuous air, like a man who thinks 
he deſerves far greater, and is wonderfully con- 
deſcending in vouchſafing to hear himſelf praiſed; 
There was a ſycophant who ventured to whiſ- 
per in his ear ſome jeſt upon the regulations that 
Mentor had introduced. Proteſilaus ſmiling at 
it, the whole company burſt into a laugh, al- 
though moſt of them could not yet know what 
it was that had given occaſion to it ; but Pro- 
teſilaus, immediately reſuming his ſtern and 
haughty air; they all relapſed into fear and ſi- 
tence, Several noblemen ſeemed extremely eager 
and impatient for the moment when Proteſilaus 
ſhould turn towards them, and give them the 
hearing. They appeared to be in great emotion 
and perplexity ; this aroſe from the favours they 
EE + were 
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were going to aſk : one might have gueſled at 
their intention by their ſuppliant poſtures, which 
were like that of a mother at the foot of the al- 


tar, when ſhe earneſtly begs of the gods to re- 
ſtore her only ſon to health, They all ſeemed 


to entertain a high eſteem and veneration for 


Proteſilaus, though they bore an implacable ha- 


tred to him in their hearts, At that inſtant, 
Hegeſippus enters the ſaloon, ſeizes the ſword 
of Proteſilaus, and informs him that he had an 
order from the king to carry him to the iſle of 
Samos. At theſe words, all the pride and ar- 
rogance of the favourite fell in a moment, as a 
rock that tumbles from the top of a high, crag- 
gy mountain, He throws himſelf at the feet of 
Hegeſippus, trembling, faultering, weeping, and 
embraces his knees, though a little before he 
would hardly have deigned to take the leaſt no- 
tice of him. Now all thoſe who but lately offer- 
ed him the incenſe of fulſome flattery, ſeeing 
him irrecoverably undone, inſulted him without 
pity, Hegeſippus would neither give him time 
to go and bid adieu to his family, nor to fetch 
ſome ſecret papers, but had them all ſeized and 
carried to the king. Timocrates was arreſted 
at the ſame time, at which he was greatly ſur- 
priſed ; for he fondly imagined, that as he had 
quarrelled with Protefilaus, he ſhould not be in- 
volved in his ruin, They were both put on 
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board a ſhip that had been provided for that 
purpoſe, which ſoon carried them to Samos, 
There Hegeſippus left them; miſerable objects 
now, and what rendered them completely ſo, 
he left them together, reproaching one another, 
in an outrageous manner, with the crimes they 
had committed, and which had occaſioned their 
fall, without any hopes of ever ſeeing Salentum 
again, condemned to live far from their wives 
and children; I do not ſay from their friends, 
for they had none. They were carried to an 
unknown country, where they had no other way 
to maintain themſelves but by labour; they who 
had paſſed ſo many years in pomp and luxury; 
ſo that, like two wild beaſts, they were conti- 
nually ready to tear one another to pieces. 

In the mean time, Hegeſippus having en- 
quired in what part of the iſland Philocles lived, 
was informed, that he had taken up his abode 
upon a mountain, far from the city, where a 
cave ſerved him for a houſe. Every body ſpoke 
of him with admiration, ** He hath never,” 
ſaid they, „ injured any one ſince he hath been 
in the iſland. Every body is charmed with his 
patience, his induſtry, and contentment ; though 
he has nothing, he appears always eaſy and ſa- 
tished ; and though he has no ſhare in the ad- 
miniſtration, and has neither eſtate nor autho- 
rity, yet he makes ſhift to oblige thoſe who de- 
| | ſerve 


OF TELEMACHUS. 79 
ſerve it, and to do a thouſand good offices to all 
his neighbours.” Hegeſippus ſets out for the 
grotto, which he finds open and unfurniſhed; 
for ſuch was the poverty of Philocles, and his 
ſimplicity of manners, that he had no occaſion, 
when he went abroad, to make faſt his door. 
His bed was nothing more than a coarſe mat of 
ruſhes, and he ſeldom lighted a fire, becauſe he 
never eat any dreſſed meat. In ſummer he lived 
on fruits freſh gathered from the trees, and in 
winter on dried figs and dates. His drink was 
of the water of a clear fountain, which, in fall- 
ing from a rock, formed a little caſcade. There 
was nothing in his grotto but the tools uſed in 
ſculpture, and a few books, which he read at 
certain hours, not to gratify his curioſity, or 
poliſh his wit, but to inform his underſtanding, 
and learn how to be good, while he indulged a 
little relaxation from labour. As for ſculpture, 
he applied himſelf to it, not only to prevent his 
being idle, and to exerciſe his body, but to gain 
a livelihood, and keep himſelf above want. 
When Hegeſippus entered the grotto, he could 
not help admiring the works which he had 
begun, He took notice in particular of a Ju- 
piter, whoſe ſerene countenance was fo full of 
majeſty, that it was eaſy to know him to be 
the father of the gods and men, In another 
corner appeared Mars, with a fierce menacing 
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baughtineſs in his air; but the figure that touch- 
ed him moſt, was a Minerva animating the arts. 
There was ſomething very ſweet and noble in 
her countenance ; ſhe, was tall, graceful, and 
finely ſhaped, and her attitude ſo lively and na- 
tural, that one would have thought ſhe was: go- 
ing to move. After Hegeſippus had amuſed him- 
felf awhile in viewing the ſtatues, he quitted 
the grotto, and obſerved Philocles a good way 
off, laid upon the graſs under a huge tree, and 
reading. He advances towards him; and Phi- 
locles, who perceiving him, knows not what to 
think. „ Is not that, ſaid he to himſelf, He- 
geſippus, with whom I was very intimate in 
Crete? But how unlikely is it that he ſhould 
be ſo far from home ] may not it rather be bis 
ſhade, that after his death is come hither from 
the banks of Styx ?” While he thus remained in 
ſuſpence, Hegeſippus approached fo near, that 
he could not help recognizing and embracing 
him. © Is it then you, indeed, my dear and 
ancient friend ? What accident, what ſtorm hath 
caſt you upon this coaſt? What made you leave 
the iſle of Crete ? Have you been diſgraced as I 
was, and obliged to fly your native land?“ He- 
geſippus made anſwer: „ have not been diſ- 
graced; on the contrary, it is the favour of the 
gods that hath brought me hither.” He then gave 
him an account of the long tyrannical admini- 
ſtration 
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ſtration of Proteſilaus, the intrigues carried on 
by him and Timocrates, the misfortunes they 
had brought upon Idomeneus, and how he had 
been obliged to quit his kingdom, and fly to the 
coaſt of Heſperia; of his founding Salentum; 
of the arrival of Mentor and Telemachus; of 
the wiſe maxims which Mentor had inſtilled into 
the king, and the diſgrace of the two traitors in 
conſequence thereof: he added, that he had 
brought them to Samos to ſuffer baniſhment 


there, as they had made him ſuffer; and laſtly, 


that he had orders to conduct him to Salentum, 
where the king, who was now apprized of his 
innocence, intended to commit to him the admi- 


niſtration of affairs, and to diſtinguiſh him by 


his favour,” 

„Do you ſee,” ſaid Philocles, << 4 grotto, 
fitter to be the habitation of wild beaſts than of 
men? There have I enjoyed more peace and 
bappineſs during ſo many years, than I did in 
the gilded palaces of the iſle of Crete. Here men 
do not deceive me; for I ſeldom ſee them, or 
hear their flattering, deluding ſpeeches. Nor do 
I now ſtand in need of them; my hands, in- 
ured to labour, ſupply me with eaſe with the 
ſimple nouriſhment that nature requires. You ſee, 


I here enjoy a profound tranquility and delight- 


ful liberty, of which my well choſen books 
teach me to make a good uſe; ſo that I want 
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nothing of other men but a flight garment to 
cover my nakedneſs. For what then ſhould I 
again mingle with jealous, fickle, and deceitful 
men? No, no; envy me not, my dear Hege- 
ſippus, the happineſs I now enjoy. Proteſilaus, 
by betraying the king, and endeavouring to ruin 
me, hath ruined himſelf ; but he did not hurt 
me in the leaſt. On the contrary, he did me 
the greateſt kindneſs ; he delivered me from the 
flavery and drudgery of buſineſs; and to him 
I am indebted for my dear ſolitude, and all the 
innocent pleaſures I enjoy in it. Go, Hegeſip- 
pus, return to the king; aſſiſt him in ſupporting 
the load of grandeur, and act yourſelf the part 
that you would have me act. Since his eyes, 
that were ſo long ſhut to the truth, have at laſt 
been opened by that wiſe man whom you call 
Mentor, let him not part with him. As for 
me, I might be juſtly charged with. imprudence, 
ſhould I, after being ſhipwrecked, quit the port, 
whither the tempeſt luckily drove me, and ex- 
poſe myſelf again to the winds and waves. O 
how much are kings to be pitied ! how worthy 
of compaſſion are thoſe that ſerve them ! if they 
are bad men, what calamities do they not occa- 
ſion, and what torments await them in gloomy 
Tartarus ] on the other hand, if they are good, 
what difficulties have they to ſurmount ! what 
ſnares to guard againſt ! what trouble to un- 

, dergo! 
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dergo ! Once more, Hegeſippus, let me beg you 
to permit me to enjoy my happy poverty.” 


While Philocles ſpoke thus with a good deal 755 


of earneſtneſs, Hegeſippus beheld him with aſto- 
niſhment : when he knew him formerly in Crete, 
where he had the direction of the moſt impor- 
tant affairs, he was meagre, ſickly, and infirm. 
The natural heat and ſeverity of his temper, en- 
gaged him in toils that exhauſted his vigour: 
he could not bear to ſee vice go unpuniſhed; 
and inſiſted upon tranſacting buſineſs with a cer- 
tain preciſion which is never fully eſtabliſhed. 
Thus was his health, naturally delicate, much 
impaired by buſineſs, But at Samos, Hegeſip- 
pus found him jolly and vigorous; and, not- 
withſtanding his advanced age, the florid com- 
ple xion of youth appeared upon his countenance. 
His quiet, active, ſober life had, in a manner, 
renewed his conſtitution.Vou are ſurpriſed,” 
ſaid Philocles ſmiling, “ to ſee me ſo much 
changed for the better in my appearance. It is 
to my ſolitude that I am indebted for my freſh 
colour and good ſtate of health, and my enemies 
have helped me to that, which 1 never ſhould 
have found in the moſt elevated ſtation. Would 
you have me throw up theſe ſubſtantial bleſſings 
and advantages for ſuch as are only imaginary 
and make myſelf as unhappy as ever? Do not 
be more cruel to me than Proteſilaus; at leaſt 
| ; Ks - | do 
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do not envy me the happineſs that I derive from 
him,” Upon this Hegeſippus plied him with 
every argument he thought might work upon 
him, but in vain, “ Are you then,” ſaid he to 
him, © inſenſible to the pleaſure of ſeeing your 
friends and acquaintance, who long for your re- 
turn, and whom the very hope of embracing 
you, fills with tranſports of joy. But do you, 
who fear the gods, and are careful to perform 
your duty, look upon it as nothing to ſerve your 
king, to aſſiſt him in all his endeavours to do 
good, and to contribute to the happineſs of ſuch 
numbers ? Is it juſtifiable to give one's ſelf up 
to an auſtere philoſophy, to think one's ſelf 
wiſer than all the reſt of mankind, and to con- 
ſult our own eaſe, preferably to the happineſs 
of our fellow-citizens ? Beſides, if you refuſe to 
ſee the king, people will impute your refuſal to 
reſentment ; if he intended you harm, it was 
becauſe he did not know you. It was not the 
upright, the good, the juſt Philocles whom he 
fought to make away with ; no, it was a perſon 
very different that he propoſed to puniſh, But 
now that he knows you, and does not miſtake 
you for what you are not, he feels his heart 
warmed anew with all his former friendſhip and 
regard for your perſon and character, He ex- 
pects you, Already are his arms ſtretched out 
to embrace you: he is to the laſt degree impa- 
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tient to ſee you. Can you be ſo hard-hearted 


as to be inexorable to your king and all your 
deareſt friends ?? 5 

Philocles, who at firſt ſeeing Hegeſippus, had 
felt great emotions of joy and tenderneſs at hear- 
ing what he had ſaid laſt, reſumed his auſtere 


air. Like a rock, which the furious winds and | 


loud-roaring waves aſſail in vain, . he remained 
inflexible ; and neither arguments, nor entrea- 
ties could make any impreſſion upon his heart, 
But at laſt, when Hegeſippus began to deſpair 
of prevailing upon him, he (Philocles) having 
| conſulted the gods, diſcovered by the flight of 
birds and the entrails of victims that it was their 


' pleaſure that he ſhould go along with his friend, 


He then heſitated no longer, but prepared for. 
his departure; which, however, he could not 
do, without regretting his being obliged to quit 
the deſert, where he had paſſed ſo many years, 
& Alas,” ſaid he, „ muſt I leave thee, dear 
grotto, where balmy ſleep came every night ta 
recruit my ſpirits, after the labours of the day! 
here did the fates, notwithſtanding my poverty, 
ſpin me many a peaceful happy day.” He then 
proſtrated himſelf, the tears at the ſame time 
bedewing his cheeks, to adore the Naiad, whoſe 
limpid ſtream had ſo long allayed his thirſt, and 
| the nymphs which inhabited the neighbouring 
mountains. Echo heard his lamentations, and 

with 
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with a plaintive voice repeated them to all * 
rural divinities. 

Philocles then accompanied Hegeſippus to the 
city, in order to embark. He imagined that the 
unhappy Proteſilaus would, from ſhame and re- 
ſentment, avoid ſeeing him, but he was miſtaken: 
for bad men have no ſenſe of ſhame, and will 
readily ſtoop to any meanneſs. Philocles on the 
other hand, had ſuch delicate feelings, that he 
took all the care he could not to be ſeen by the 
other; for he was afraid of encreaſing his mi- 
ſery by preſenting to his view an happy enemy 
going to be raiſed upon his ruin. But Proteſi- 
laus did not reſt till he found out Philocles, 
when he endeavoured to excite his pity, and to 
engage him to aſk the king to let him return to 
Salentum. Philocles was too ſincere to pro- 
miſe to uſe his endeavours to get him recalled ; 
for nobody knew better than he with what per- 
nicious conſequences it might have been attend- 
ed. He treated him, however, with a great 
deal of good-nature, ſympathized with him, en- 
deavoured to comfort him, and exhorted him 
to ſtrive to appeaſe the gods by the purity: of 
his manners, and by bearing his diſgrace with 
patience, As he underſtood that the king had 
ſtripped him of all his ill-gotten wealth, he pro- 
miſed him two things, which he afterwards faith- 
fully performed, One was to take care of his 
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wife and children, who were left at Salentum 
in extreme poverty, and expoſed to the public 
odium : the other, to ſend him fome money to 
enable him the better to bear his diftreſs in that 
remote ifle. In the mean time a favourable wind 
began to ſwell the ſails of the fhip that was to 


carry them to Salentum, and Philocles immedi- 
ately went on board as Hegeſippus was impatient 


to be gone. Proteſilaus ſaw them embark, and 
his eyes, which were continually fixed upon 


the ſea-ſhore, purſued the veſſel as ſhe ploughed 


the waves, and bore away before the wind. When 
ſhe at laſt diſappeared, the image of her til! 
remained deeply impreſſed upon his imagination, 

At laſt, tranſported with rage, and overwhelmed 
with deſpair, he tore his hair, rolled himſelf 
upon the ſand, reproached the gods with their 
cruelty, called on death to come to his relief, 
and deliver him from ſo much miſery ; but in 
vain, for death was deaf to his prayers, and he 
had not reſolution enough to put an end to his 
woes with his own hand. In the mean time, 
the veſſel, by the favour of Neptune and the 


winds, ſoon arrives at Salentum ; and the king 


being apprized that ſhe had already entered the 
port, goes directly with Mentor to meet Phi- 
locles, embraces him tenderly, and expreſſes his 
ſorrow for having treated him with ſo much in- 
juſtice. This acknowledgment, far from being 
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thought a meaneſs or weakneſs in the king, was 
regarded by all the Salentines as the effort of a 
great mind, noble and ingenuous enough frankly 
to on its errors, and to endeayour to repair 
them. Every body ſhed tears of joy at ſeeing 
again the worthy man who had loved and been 
beloved by the people, and at hearing the king 
expreſs. himſelf in ſo wiſe and gracious a man- 
r 
Philocles received the careſſes of his ſove- 
reign with a modeſt and reſpectful air, and fol- 


lowed him to the palace amidſt the acclamations 


of the people, at which he was uneaſy. Mentor 
and he were ſoon as cloſely united by friendſhip 
as if they had paſſed their whole lives together, 
though they had never before ſeen one another ; 
which is owing to this, that the gods, though 
they have not given eyes to the wicked to diſ- 
tinguiſh the good, have yet taught the good 
how to diſtinguiſh one another. Thoſe who are 
virtuouſly diſpoſed, cannot be long together 
without being united by the virtue which they 
love. Philocles ſoon requeſted it as a favour 
of the king to be permitted to retire to a ſoli- 
tude near Salentum, where he continued to live 
in the ſame poverty and ſimplicity as at Samos, 
Thither the king and Mentor went almoſt every 
day to ſee him, and there they deliberated upon 
the means of ſupporting the authority of the 

laws, 
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laws, and fixing the government upon a ſolid 
baſis for the public good. The two things that 
chiefly engaged their thoughts, were the educa- 
tion of children, and the maxims to be obſerved 


in time of peace, With reſpect to the children, 


Mentor ſaid, that they did not belong ſo much 
to their parents, 'as to the public ; that they 
were the children of the ſtate, its hope and 
ſtrength; and that it was too late to attempt 
to reform them after they had been corrupted. 
That to diſplace them after they had been found 
unworthy of their employments, ſignified little; 
and, that it was better to prevent the evil, than 
to be reduced to the neceſlity of puniſhing it. 
«© The king,” continued he, is the father of 
all his people, but in a more particular manner 
of the youth, who are the flower of them; and 
care muſt be taken of the buds and bloſſoms, 
for the ſake of the fruit, The king then muſt 
not think it below him to keep a watchful eye 
himſelf, as well as make others watch over the 
education of youth. Let him be ſteady in.cauf- 
ing the laws of Minos to be ſtrictly obſerved, 
which ordain, that the youth be taught to deſ- 

piſe hardſhip and death, to place honour: in un- 
dervaluing riches and pleaſure, to account lying, 
ingratitude, injuſtice, and effeminacy, infamous 


vices ; to ſing betimes the praiſes of heroes who 


have been loved by the gods, have performed 
great 
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great actions for the good of their country, and 
ſignalized their valour in battle; let the charms 
of muſic captivate their hearts, in order to ele- 
vate their minds, and civilize their manners; 
let them learn to be kind to their friends, faith- 
ful to their allies, juſt to all men, even their 
moſt inveterate enemies; and to dread death and 
torture leſs than the reproaches of their own con- 
ſcience, If theſe noble maxims are early inſtilled 
into the minds of youth, and inculcated by the 
help of muſic, very few of them will remain 


untouched _ uninflamed with the love of glory | 


and virtue.” 

Mentor added, it was highly royuiGte to 
eſtabliſh public ſchools, to accuſtom the youth 
to the moſt vigorous bodily exerciſes, and to 
prevent idleneſs and effeminacy, which are the 
bane of the moſt promiſing genuiſes. He inſti- 
tuted, therefore, a great variety of games and 


ſhews, in order to put life and ſpirit into the 


whole body of the people; but eſpecially to ren- 
der their bodies ſupple, ſtrong, and active by 
exerciſe, appointing prizes to excite emulation, 
But what he had moſt at heart, for the ſake of 
- order and decorum, was to engage the youth to 
marry betimes, and their parents to leave them 
at full liberty to chuſe ſuch as were agreeable 
to them, in reſpect both of body and mind, for 
wives ; and not to * them upon them from 
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intereſted views. But while they were thus con- 
triving ways and means to make the youth ſober, 
regular, induſtrious, tractable, and fond of glory, 


Philocles, who loved war, obſerved to Mentor: 


“In vain will you inure the youth to theſe 
exerciſes, if you ſuffer them to live always in 
peace, in which they will have no opportunity 
of ſeeing any ſervice, nor of ſignalizing their 
valour, Thus will you inſenſibly weaken the 
ſtate, and introduce effeminacy, luxury, and a 
corruption of manners. Other more warlike 


nations wil find no difficulty in conquering you; 
and by too anxiouſly guarding againſt the cala- 


mities of war, you will fall into the moſt de- 
plorable ſervitude.“ "wt 


Mentor replied : „ The woes of war are 


more dreadful than you imagine. It exhauſts a 
ſtate, and ever expoſes it to ruin, even amidſt 
the moſt glorious victories. With whatever ad- 


vantages it may be begun, it is impoſlible ito 


foreſee what a fatal turn it may take before it is 


concluded, How great ſoever the ſuperiority 


of your forces may be when you engage in bat- 
tle, a ſmall miſtake, a ſudden alarm, in ſhort, 
the moſt trifling accident may ſnatch from you 
the victory, that you was juſt upon the point of 


gaining, and transfer it to your enemies, But 


ſuppoſing you were always ſure of victory, you 
would ruin yourſelf, at the ſame time that you 
| ruined 
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ruined your enemies. The country would be 
depopulated ; the lands would lie uncultivated ; 
commerce would be interrupted and impaired ; 
but the worſt of all is, that the beſt laws would 
be weakened, and a corruption of manners enſue, 
The purſuit of learning would be neglected by 
the youth, and neceſſity would oblige you to 
connive at a pernicious licentiouſneſs in the 
army. The diſtribution of: juſtice, the police, 
every thing, in ſhort, ſuffers by theſe diſorders, 
A king, who, to acquire a little glory, or ex- 
tend his dominions, ſheds ſo much human blood, 
and is the cauſe of ſuch evils, is unworthy of 
the glory that he aſpires to, and deſerves to loſe 
the territories he poſſeſſes, for having unjuſtly 
invaded theſe that did not belong to him. 

« I will now ſhew you, how the martial ſpi- 
Tit of a nation may be kept up in time of peace. 
You know what bodily exerciſes I have already 
ordained ; the prizes I have appointed to excite 
emulation ; the maxims of glory and virtue that 
will be infuſed into the minds of the youth by 
ſinging from their earlieſt infancy the great ac- 
tions of heroes : add to theſe advantages, that 
of a ſober, laborious life. But, beſides all theſe, 
as ſoon as any ſtate in alliance with yours is 
engaged in war, the flower of, the youth ought 
to be ſent to it ; thoſe eſpecially that diſcover a 
military genius, and are moſt likely to profit by 

the 
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the ſervice. Thus will you maintain a high 
reputation among your allies, Your alliance 


will be courted; thoſe who. already enjoy it, 


will be afraid o loſing it; and without having 


a war to carry on at your own expence, or in 
your own country, you will have a gallant and 
intrepid youth. Even in the midſt of a pro- 
found peace, you muſt not neglect to treat, with 
great diſtinction thoſe who are poſſeſſed of mili- 
tary talents; for the ſureſt way to prevent warz 
and to ſecure a long peace, is to have your people 
trained to arms; to diſtinguith thoſe who are 
eminent in the profeſſion; to have always ſome 


officers who have ſerved abroad, and are acquaint- 
ed with the forces and diſcipline of the neigh- 


bouring nations, and their manner of waging 
war; to be alike incapable of making war from 
ambition, and of dreading it from floth and effe- 
minacy. Thus, by being always prepared ſor a 
neceſſary war, we render it almoſt always un- 
neceſſary, 


. 


« As for your allies, you ought to interpoſe 
as mediator between them when they are upon 
the point of declaring war againſt one another; 
Thereby will you acquire a more ſure and ſolid 
glory than that of conquerors ; you will gain 
the love and eſteem of foreigners z they will court 
your friendſhip, and you will reign over them 
in conſequence of the reſpect they have for you; 


as 


» . 
— 2 - 2 — n _ 
& _ A —_— A = 
y ae EY: x ay ks 8 . 
1 — 3 3 


* —_— w_ 


2» - <_ 
= 8 . — * * 
4 —— —— — ul - . 4 4 _ a 
p - = . ——_ — — — — — 2 — 
-- <= Ix — —_— - SM — : £42 - * 


ak — 
* — = S 


1 q 

* 3 : 

1 N 

1 

N 

i 

1 q 
4 

„ 

N 


„ THE ADVENTURES. 


as you do over your own ſubjects: by your law- 


ful authority. You will be entruſted with their 


ſecrets ; have the making of their treaties z and 
the poſſeſſion of their hearts; Your reputation 
will extend itſelf to the moſt remote nations, and 
your name will be like a precious perfume, dif- 
fuſing itſelf from one country to another, till it 
reach the moſt diſtant corners of the earth, In 
this ſituation of things, ſhould a neighbouring 
ſtate attack you unjuſtly, it will find you train- 
ed to arms, and prepared; and, what is fill 
more; it will find that you are loved, and will 
be ſupported ; all your neighbours will take the 
alarm; fully perſuaded that their common ſafety 
depends upon their ſupporting and defending you, 
This will prove a better ſecurity than the walls 
of cities, or the ſtrongeſt fortifications, This 
is to acquire true glory, But there are few kings 
who know how to ſearch for it properly : inſtead 
of leaving it at a greater diſtance ! they run af- 
ter a deluſive phantom, and leave true honour 
behind for want of knowing her diſtinguiſhing 


marks.“ 


When Mentor had made theſe remarks, Phi- 
locles gazed at him with ſurprize; then turning 
to the king, he was charmed to obſerve with 
what avidity he treaſured up in his heart all the 
words of wiſdom that flowed like a river from 


the mouth of that ſtranger. And thus did Mi- 


nerva 
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herva, under the figure of Mentor, eſtabliſh the 
governmeut of Salentum upon the beſt laws, and 
the moſt approved maxims of policy; not ſo much 
to make the dominions of Idomeneus flouriſh, 


as to ſhew Telemachus, when he returned, by 


a viſible example, how much a wiſe adminiſtra- 
tion contributed to render a nation happy, and to 
procure a good king a laſting reputation, 


THE END OF THE FOURTEENTH BOOK. 
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THE ARGUMENT. 


Telemachus, in the camp of the allies, gains the good 
will of Philoftetes, who, at firſt was prejudiced 


againſt him on account of his father Ulyſſes. 
Philoctetes, upon this, relates his adventures to 
him, in which he introduces a particular account 


of the death of Hercules, occaſioned by the poi- 


ſoned veſl which the centaur Neſjus gave to Deja- 


nira. He acquainted him how he goat from that 
hero his fatal arrows, without which the city 


of Troy. could not have been taken ; haw he was 


puniſhed for having betrayed his ſecrets, by all 
that he ſuffered in the iſſe of Lemnos ; and how 


Ulyſſes employed Neoptolemus to prevail upon him 


to go to the ſiege of Troy, where he was cured of 


bis wound by the fon of Eſculapius, 


IN the mean time Telemachus ſignalized his 
courage in all the perils of war, When he 
left 
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left Salentum, he ſtudied to gain the affection 
of the old commanders, who had attained to the 
higheſt pitch of reputation and experience. Neſ- 
tor, who had ſeen him before at Pylos, and who 
had always eſteemed his father, treated him as 
if he had been his own ſon; giving him in- 
ſtructions, and enforcing them by divers ex- 
amples; recounting to him all the adventures 


of his youth, and all the moſt remarkable ex- 


ploits that he had ſeen performed by the heroes 
of the preceding age. The memory of that old 
man, who had lived three generations, was like 
a hiſtory of paſt times, engraven on marble and 
braſs. Philoctetes, at firſt, was not fo favour- 
ably diſpoſed towards Telemachus as Neſtor. 
The hatred he had ſo long entertained in his 


heart againſt Ulyſſes, gave him a diſlike to his 


ſon ; and he could not, without uneaſineſs, ob- 
ſerve that the gods ſeemed ſo to favour the young 
man, as to render him in time equal to the\he- 
roes that took and deſtroyed Troy. But the 
moderation of Telemachus at laſt overcame the 
reſentment of Philoctetes: fo that he could not 
help being charmed with his virtue and mo- 
deſty, He often accoſted Telemachus, and one 
day ſaid, My fon, (for I will not ſeruple any 


longer, to call you ſo) your father and. I have, 


I own, been long enemies to one another: nay, 


I muſt confeſs, that even after we had made 
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ourſelves maſters of the ſuperb city of Troy, 
my heart could not be reconciled to him ; and 
when I ſaw you, I felt a reluctance even to love 
virtue in the ſon of Ulyſſes; a prejudice for 
which I often reproached myſelf. But virtue, 
when it is gentle, genuine, modeſt, And unaffect- 
ed, at laſt ſurmounts every prejudice.” Thus 
was PhiloCtetes inſenſibly engaged to inform him 
how he came to conceive ſo violent a __ 
againſt Ulyſſes. 
«© I muſt,” ſaid he, * trace my ſtory a little 

back. I accompanied, in all his expeditions, the 
mighty Hercules, who delivered the earth from 
ſo many monſters 4 in compariſon of whom, other 
heroes are but as the feeble reed that ſhakes be- 
fore the ſtately oak, or ſmall birds in preſence 
of the eagle. Both his misfogtunes and mine 
aroſe trom a paſſion, which is the cauſe of the 
moſt tragical events, and that is love. Although 
Hercules had conquered ſo many monſters, yet 
was he not able to conquer that unmanly paſ- 
ſion, but became the ſport of unrelenting Cupid. 
He could not recollect, without bluſhing for 
ſhame, that he had formerly ſo far forgot his 
glory and dignity, as to ſpin for Omphale queen 
of Lydia, like the weakeſt and moſt effeminate 
of men; ſo much had he been enſlaved by a 
blind paſſion. A hundred times did he own to 
me, that this ſcene of his life had tarniſhed his 

virtue, 
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virtue, and almoſt eclipſed - the glory of all 
his labours. Yet ſuch, O ye gods! is the 
weakneſs and inconſtancy of men, they imagine 
they are able to ſubdue every paſſion, and yet 
never reſiſt any. For, alas ! the great Hercules 
was again caught in the ſnares of love, of which 
he had ſo often expreſſed his deteſtation, and be- 
came enamoured. of Dejanira, Happy had he 
continued conſtant in his paſſion. for a woman 
whom he had eſpouſed. But, in a ſhort time, 
the youth of Tole, in whoſe countenance the 
graces played, ſtole his heart. This infidelity 
firing the jealouſy of Dejanira, ſhe bethought 
herſelf of that fatal tunic which the centaur Neſs 
ſus had left her at his death, as that whereby 
ſhe might infallibly recover the love of Hercules, 
as often as he ſhould ſeem to negle& her for the 
ſake of any other, That tunic was ftained all 
over with the blood of the centaur, and con- 
ſequently infected with the poiſon of the arrows, 
with which that monſter had been ſlain. For 
you know, that the arrows which Hercules em- 


Yo ployed to diſpatch that perfidious centaur, had 
is been dipped in the blood of the hydra of Lerna, 
en and thereby poiſoned; ſo that all the wounds 
ite made by them were incurable. 

a2 Hercules having put on the tunic, immedi- 
to ately felt the devouring flame, which penetrated 
his to the very marrow of his bones: he roared hi- 
ue, 1 deouſly, 


100 THE ADVENTURES 


deouſly, fo as to make mount Oeta, and all the 
deep vallies rebound, and even the ſea ſeemed 
ruffled by his exclamation. The bellowing of 
the moſt furious bulls engaged in fight, would 
not have been half ſo dreadful, The unhappy 
Lychas, who had brought him the tunic from 
Dejanira, having ventured to approach him while 
he was tranſported with rage and pain, he laid 
hold of him, whirled him about as a ſlinger does 
a (tone in his fling, when he would throw it to 
a great diſtance, Thus Lychas being flung by 
the mighty arm of Hercules, fell among the 
waves of the ſea, where he was immediately 
changed into a rock, which ſtill retains the hu- 
man form ; and being continually beaten by 
the angry waves, ſtrikes a terror, even at a diſ- 
tance, into the wary pilot ! After what had hap- 
pened to Lychas, I thought I could not ſafely 
truſt myſelf with Hercules, and therefore reſolv- 
ed to conceal myſelf in the deepeſt caverns. There 
T faw him tear up, without difficulty, with one 
band, the lofty aſhes and old oaks, which for 
ſeveral ages had bid defiance to the winds and 
ſtorms. With the other hand he endeavoured 
to tear from his back the fatal tunic, but in vain, 
for it was glued to his ſkin, and, in a manner, 
incorporated with his body. In proportion as 
he tore it, he alſo tore his ſkin and his fleſh, 
while his blood trickled down and bedewed the 


ground, 
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ground. His fortitude at laſt getting the better 


of his pain, he exclaimed: * You ſee, my dear | 


Philoctetes, what the gods make me ſuffer ; but 
I have deſerved it z for I have offended them, 
and violated the fidelity of a huſband. After 
having ſubdued ſo many enemies, I have been 
ſo weak, as to ſuffer myſelf to be ſubdued by 
the beauty and love of a ſtranger ; my life is 


now at an end, and I part with it contentedly, - 
to appeaſe the wrath of the gods. But, alas! 
my dear friend, whither have you fled from me? 
'The exceſs of my pain, I own, hath made me 


behave in a cruel manner to the unhappy Ly- 


chas, and I am now ſorry for it; for he did not 


know what a fatal preſent he brought me, and 
conſequently did not deſerve the treatment he 
met with : but can you ſuppoſe, that I can for- 
get the friendſhip I owe you, or that I would 
deprive you of life ? No, no; while I live I will 
never ceaſe to love PhiloCtetes : when my ſoul 
is ready to take her flight, he fhall receive in his 


boſom my laſt breath, and, after my death, ſhall 


gather my aſhes. Where are you then, O'my 
dear Philoctetes, Philoctetes the only hope I have 
left on earth.“ 

« At theſe words, I ran * towards him, 
when he held out his arms and was going to 


embrace me, but forbore, for fear he ſhould light 


up in my boſom the fire with which he was him- 


3 ſelf 
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elf devoured. © Alas,” ſaid he, even that 
comfort is now denied me.” So ſaying, he went 
and gathered together all the trees he had thrown 
down, made a pile of them upon. the top of the 
mountain, which he aſcended with great tran- 
quillity ; then ſpreading upon it the ſkin of the 
Nemean lion which had covered his ſhoulders, 
when he went from one end of the earth to 
the other to deſtroy monſters, and deliver the 
unhappy, he leaned upon his club, and ordered 
me to ſet fire to the pile. Though I was deeply 
affected and trembled all over, yet could I not 
refuſe to do him this melancholy office; for 
life was to him no longer a bleſſing from the 
gods, ſo inſupportable was the pain he ſuffered. 
J was even afraid leſt the violence of it ſhould 
ſo far get the better of him, as to make him do 
ſomething unworthy of that virtue which had 
excited the admiration of the univerſe, When 
he ſaw the fire begin to lay hold of the pile : 
Now,“ ſaid he, © my dear Philoctetes, do [ 
find that you are my friend indeed, ſince you 
are more concerned for my honour than my life : 
may the gods reward you for it! what I have 
upon earth, that I value moſt, I leave you; 
namely, theſe arrows dipt in the blood of the 
hydra of Lerna, You know, that the wounds 
they make, are incurable. Nobody, therefore, 
will dare to engage in combat with you, and 
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you will be invincible, as I have been. Re- 
member that I die true to our friendſhip, and 
forget not how dear you have ever been to me, 
If you are, indeed, affected with my ſufferings, 
it is ſtill in your power to comfort me, though 
ſo near my end, by promiſing never to diſcover 
my death to any one, nor the place where you 
depoſite my aſhes,” This, alas! I pro- 
miſed, and even ſwore to, while I watered his 
pile with my tears: a gleam of joy appeared in 
his countenance. But, in a moment, a cloud 
of ſmoke and flame enveloped him, ſtifled his 
voice, and almoſt ſnatched him from my ſight. 
Yet 1 ſaw him once more through the flames, 
and he appeared as calm and ſerene as if he had 
been partaking with his friends the mirth and 
delicacies of a feaſt, crowned with flowers, and 
ſcented with perfumes, In a ſhort time the 
flames conſumed all that was earthly or mortal in 
him, and there remained nothing of all that he 
had received at his birth from his mother Alc- 
mena; but, by order of Jupiter, he {till retained 
that ſubtle and immortal nature, that celeſtial | 
flame, the true principle of life which he had 
received from the father of the gods, He, there- 
fore, aſcended with them to the gilded canopy of 
the bright Olympus to drink nectar, where they 
gave him for his ſpouſe the lovely Hebe the god- 
deſs of youth, who poured neCtar into the cup 
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of the mighty Jupiter, before Ganymede had 
received that honourable office, As for, me, thoſe 
arrows he had given me to raiſe me above the 
heroes, proved an inexhauſtible ſource of woe, 
In a little time the confederate kings undertook 
to revenge Menelaus of the infamous Paris, who 
had carried off Helen, and to overturn the em- 
pire of Priam. But they were given to under= 
ſtand by the oracle of Apollo, that they could 
not hope to put a happy period to the war with- 
out the arrows of Hercules. | 
« Your father Ulyſſes, who was always the 
moſt diſcerning, and the moſt active in all con- 
ſultations, undertook to perfuade me to go to 
the ſiege of Troy, and carry thither with me 
the arrows of Hercules, of which, he imagined, 
I was poſſeſſed. It was now a long time ſince 
Hercules had diſappeared from the earth. No 
longer was any mention made of any new ex- 
ploit of that hero; and monſters and robbers 
began to appear again with impunity. The 
Greeks did not know what to think of it ; ſome 
faying he was dead, and others, that he was gone 
as far as the cold north pole to ſubdue the Scy- 
thians : but Ulyſſes maintained that he was dead, 
and undertook to make me own it. He came 
in queſt of me at a time when I was ſtill in- 
conſolable for the loſs of the great Alcides ; and 
it was with great difficulty I would allow him 
| to 
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to approach me; for I could no longer bear the 
ſight of men, nor could I bear to think of quit- 


ting the deſarts of mount. Oeta, where I had 


ſeen my friend expire; the image of that hero 
was {till freſh in my imagination, and the fight 
of theſe melancholy deſarts ftill renewed my 


grief. But ſoft irreſiſtible perſuaſion ſat upon 


your father's lips, and he ſhed tears, and ap= 
peared almoſt as much aflited as myſelf; thus 
he inſenſibly won my heart and confidence. He 


intereſted me in behalf of the Grecian kings, - 


who were going to fight in a good cauſe, but 
could not ſucceed without my participation. Yet 
he never could draw from me the ſecret of the 
death of Hercules, which I had ſworn never to 
reveal : he was convinced, however, that he was 


dead, and preſſed me to let him know where I 


had depoſited his aſhes, Alas ! I could not think, 
without horror, of perjuring myſelf. by diſcover- 
ing a ſecret which I had promiſed to the gods 
never to diſcloſe. But though I did not dare to 
violate my oath, yet I was weak enough to elude 

it ; and the gods have puniſhed me accordingly. 
1 ſtamped with my foot on.the ground, where 
] had buried the aſhes of Hercules ; then I went 
and joined the confederate kings, who received 
me with as much joy as if I had been Hercules 
himſelf. As I entered the iſle of Lemnos, hav- 
ing a mind to ſhew the. aſſembled Greeks. the 
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efficacy of my arrows, I ſtrung my bow to pierce 
a deer that ruſhed into a thicket. I inadvert- 
ently let the arrow drop from the bow- ſtring 
upon my foot, in which it made a wound that 
I feel to this day. Immediately I ſuffered the 
fame "excruciating pain as Hercules had under- 
gone, making the iſle reſound day and night with 
my groans, while a black tainted blood run from 
my wound, infected the air, and diffuſed through 
the Grecian camp a ftench fufficient to poiſon 
and ſuffocate the moſt vigorous. The whole 
army ſhuddered to-ſee me in ſuch horrible pain, 
and concluded that it was a puniſhment inflicted 
on me by the juſt gods. Ulyſſes, who had 
drawn me into the war, was the firſt to aban- 
don me in my diſtreſs. This ſtep he took, as 
I have fince learned, becauſe he preferred the 
common intereſts. of Greece and victory to the 
obligations of private friendſhip and decorum |! 
ſo much was the whole army affected with my 
wound, it's contagion, and my hideous groans, 
that no ſacrifices were offered in the camp, 
But at the time when I ſaw myſelf abandoned by 
all the Greeks, in purſuance of the counſels of U- 
lyſies, his conduct appeared to me fraught with the 


moſt horrible barbarity, and the blackeſt treachery, 
Alas ! I was blind, and did not fee that it was 
juſt that the wiſeſt men ſhould be againſt me, 
no leſs than the gods, whom I had offended. 

5 J con- 
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I continued near the whole time of the ſiege of 
Troy alone, without help, hope, or relief; ſuf- 
fering the moſt exquiſite tortures in that ſavage 
deſart iſle, where I heard nothing but the noiſe 
of the ſea-waves daſhing againſt the rocks. In 
the midſt of this ſolitude I found an empty ca- 
vern in a rock, which towered up into the air 
with two points, like two heads, and from which 
there iſſued a fountain of clear water. This 
cavern, which was the retreat of wild beaſts, 
to whoſe fury I was day and night expoſed, I 
ſtrewed with leaves to lye upon; and my whole 
furniture conſiſted in a wooden diſh coarſely 
wrought, and ſome rags with which I ſtaunched 
the blood and dreſſed my fatal wound. There, 
forſaken by men, and purſued by the wrath of 
the gods, I paſſed my time in ſhooting with my 
arrows pigeons and other birds as they flew 
about the rock. When I had killed a bird for 
food, I was obliged to crawl upon the ground 
with a great deal of pain to fetch it ; and in 
this manner did I ſupport myſelf. It is true, 
indeed, that the Greeks, when they ſet out for 
Troy, left me ſome proviſions ; but they did 
not laſt long. When I wanted a fire to dreſs 
my victuals, I made uſe of flints, This life, 
how uncomfortable ſoeyer it may appear, would 
bave been agreeable enough, far removed as I 
was from treacherous ungrateful men, had I not 
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been racked with pain, and continually tortured 
with reflecting upon my unhappy fate. What, 
ſaid I, decoy a man from his native country, 
as the only perſon who could revenge Greece, 
and then abandon him, while afleep, in a deſart 
iſle ! for I was aſleep when the Greeks left me. 
Imagine what was my ſurprize, and what tears 
I ſhed, when I awaked and ſaw the ſhips plough- 
ing the waves! alas! after all the ſearch I could 
make, I could find nothing in that ſolitary, ſa- 
vage iſle which could give me any comfort. In 
fact, there are no ports in it, no commerce or 
culture, no hoſpitality, nor any living ſoul that 
voluntarily tempts the ſtrand. No human face 
is ſeen, but of thoſe unhappy perſons who have 
been driven upon it by ſtorms ; nor is any ſo- 
ciety to be expected but from ſhipwrecks ; none 
even of thoſe who came upon compulſion would 
venture to carry me off; apprehenſive of the 
wrath both of the gods and Greeks, For ten 
years was I a victim to pain and hunger ; feed- 
ing a wound that waſted all my ſubſtance : even 
hope was extinguiſhed in my heart, 

At laſt, returning one day from ſeeking me- 
dicinal herbs for my wound, I found in my cave 
an handſome youth, of a graceful and an he- 
roic mien, but proud and lofty aſpect. I fan- 
cied I ſaw Achilles, ſo much did he reſemble 
him in his features, looks, and manner ; only 
| I per- 
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I perceived by his age that he could not be that 
hero, I could diſcern in his countenance a 
mixture of pity and perplexity ; and the pain 
and ſlowneſs with which I dragged myſelf along, 
joined to the doleful piercing cries with which 
I made all the coaſt reſound, ſeemed greatly to 
affect him. Stranger! ſaid I at a conſider» 
able diſtance, what misfortune hath brought. 
you into this uninhabited iſle ? I recognize the 
garb of Greece; that garb ſtill dear to my af- 
fection! O how I long to hear your voice, and 
to find upon your lips that language which I 
Jearned from my earlieſt infancy, but have had 
no opportunity of ſpeaking for a long time in 
this ſolitude. Be not afraid to behold ſuch a 
wretch as me: it is your duty to afford me com- 
paſſion, Scarce had Neoptolemus pronounced 
«TI am a Grecian,” than 1 exclaimed; O 
charming words! after ſo many years of ſilence, 
and unremitting pain! O my fon! what mis- 
fortune, what tempeſt, or rather what favour- 
able wind hath brought you hither to put an 
end to my ſufferings? He replied ; © Il am 
of the iſle of Scyros, whither I now return, 
Fame ſays I am the fon of Achilles; that is 
all.” Such a conciſe reply not ſatisfying my 

curioſity, I ſaid: O ſon of a father whom 1 
ſo much loved ! dear foſter- child of Lycomedes, 
how came you. hither, and from whence ? | 

| He 
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He anſwered ; „I am come from the ſiege of 
Troy.” You was not, ſaid I, in the firſt 
expedition? * Was you!“ faid he. To this 
interrogation I replied : I perceive you have 
not heard either of the name of Philoctetes, or 
his misfortunes. Alas | unhappy man that I 
am | my perſecutors make a jeſt of my ſuffer- 
ings, and Greece knows nothing of them! thus 
my woes increaſe, for which I am indebted to 
the two ſons of Atreus ; may the gods reward 
them for their cruelty, I then informed him 
how I had been abandoned by the Greeks. He 
heard my complaints, and then immediately en- 
tered upon his own : After the death of Achil- 
les,” faid he. . . (here I preſently interrupted 
him, and ſaid:) What! Achilles dead? For- 
give me, my fon, if I put a ſtop to your nar- 
rative by the tears which I owe your father, 
Neoptolemus replied : © It is a conſolation to 
me to be ſo interrupted : what joy I feel to ſee 
you weep in that manner for my father!“ Neop- 
tolemus then reſuming his narrative, faid : 
4 After the death of Achilles, Ulyſſes and Phce- 
nix came to me, and told me that Troy could 
not poſſibly be taken without me. They found 
but little difficulty in prevailing upon me to 
go along with them. Grief for the death of 
Achilles, and a deſire of ſucceeding to the glory 
he had acquired in that celebrated war, were mo- 
tives 
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tives ſufficient to induce me to follow them. 
When I arrived before Troy, the whole army 
gathered about me, and every one ſwore that he 
beheld again Achilles himſelf : but alas! he 
was now no more, Young as 1 was, and with= 
out experience, I imagined that I had every 
thing to hope for from thoſe who were ſo laviſh 
of their praiſes ; I therefore immediately de- 
manded of the Atride my father's arms, but 
they made me this harfh reply : Whatever elſe 
belonged to him you ſhall have ; but as for his 
arms, they are deſtined for Ulyſſes.” 
„I was confounded at this intimation. I went 
in a tranſport of paſſion : but Ulyſſes, little 
regarding my emotion, ſaid: Young man, 
you have not ſhared with us in the perils and 
hardſhips of this long fiege, and therefore have 
no juſt claim to the arms, nor ſhall you ever 
have them: you have too much vanity and pre- 
fumption. My claim of the arms having been 
thus unjuſtly rejected, I am new returning to 
the iſle of Scyros, not ſo much offended at 
Ulyſſes, as at the two ſons of Atreus, May 
every one that is their enemy, be the friend and 
favourite of the gods | O PhiloCtetes ? I have 
now told you all.” I then aſked Neoptolemus 
how it happened that Ajax, the ſon of Telamon, 
had not prevented that act of injuſtice. He re- 
plied ; He is dead,” Dead !” ſaid I haf- 
: E . tily, 
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tily ; but Ulyſſes, ſo far from being dead, it 
ſeems is ſtill in the army alive and well. I then 
aſked him what was become of Antiochus, the 
ſon of the ſage Neſtor ; and Patroclus, ſo dear to 
Achilles? „They too are both dead,” replied he. 
I then again exclaimed: What, dead! alas! 
what do you tell me? At that rate, the cruel 
war carries off the good, while it ſpares the bad. 
As Ulyiles is ſtill alive, Therſites, no doubt, 
is living alſo. Such are'the doings of the gods ; 
and yet. will we {till ſing their praiſes! While 
I thus vented my rage againſt your father, Ne- 
optolemus continued to deceive me; adding theſe 
melancholy words: *I ſhall now, ſet out for 
the barren iſle of Scyros, where I ſhall live con- 
tented, far from the army of the Greeks, in 
which the wicked are more eſteemed than the 
virtuous. Adieu, I muſt be going, may the 
gods grant you relief, and a cure of your wound,” 
I immediately anſwered: O my fon, I con- 
jure you by the manes of your father, by your 
mother, and whatever you hold moſt dear upon 
earth, 'not to leave me alone in the woful con- 
dition in which you ſee me. I am not ignorant 
how troubleſome I ſhall be to you, but it would 
be a ſhame to you to abandon me. Throw me 
down either at the item or ſtern, or in the hold, 
or wherever I ſhall incommode you leaſt. Great 
minds alone know what glory there is in being 

good ; 
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good: leave me not, I beſeech you, in a de- 
ſart, where there are no veſtiges of man; carry _ 
me to your native country, or to Eubea, which 
is not far from mount Oeta, Trachine, and the 
pleaſant banks of the river Sperchius: convey me 
to my father. Alas ! how I dread leſt he ſhould 
be dead! I gave him notice to ſend me a veſſel ; 
he muſt either be dead, or thoſe who promiſed 
to acquaint him with my miſery. have neglected 
it. I muſt, therefore, now apply to you, O 
my ſon | remember how precarious every thing 
is that belongs to man. He that is in proſperity 
ſhould beware of abuſing it, or of turning a deaf 
ear to the ſupplications of the miſerable ! In 
ſuch terms did the exceſs of my grief make me 
addreſs Neptolemus, who thereupon promiſed to 
take me with him ; when 1 again exclaimed : 
O happy day! Q amiable Neoptolemus, wor- 
thy of the glory of thy father] you who are to 
be my dear companions in this voyage, allow me 
to bid a laſt adicu to this my melancholy retreat. 
See where I have lived, and imagine with your- 
ſelves what I have ſuffered : none beſides my- 
ſelf would have bore it. But neceſſity was my 
inſtructor, and by it men are taught what they 
never would have otherwiſe learned. "Thoſe who 
have never ſuffered, know nothing, neither ad- 
verſity nor proſperity ; they are ſtrangers to men, 
nay, they are even ſtrangers to themſelves. 

Having 
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Having made theſe reflections, I laid hold of my 
bow and arrows. When Neoptolemus ſaw them, 
he begged to be allowed to kiſs arms ſo celebrat- 
ed and ſacred, as being thoſe of the invincible 
Hercules, To this requeſt I replied :* There 
is nothing, my ſon, that I can refuſe you ; for 
it is you who are going to day to reſtore me to 
the light, to my country, to my father, labour- 
ing under the weight of years, to my friends, 
and myſelf ; you may, therefore, touch them, 
and then boaſt that you are the only Greek who 
hath merited that honour, Accordingly Ne- 
optolemus went into my grotto to view and 
admire my arms. In the mean time, my pain 
became ſo violent, and racked me to ſuch a de- 
gree, that I was quite beſide myſelf, calling for 
a ſharp knife to cut off my foot, and exclaiming, 
O death ! ſo much wiſhed for, why comeſt 
thou not to my relief? O young man, ſet fire 
to me immediately, and burn me, as I burnt the 
ſon of Jupiter! O earth, earth! receive a dying 
man, who can never raiſe himſelf from thee 
again. From this exceſs of pain I ſwooned 
as uſual, till a profuſe ſweat began to bring me 

to myſelf, and give me ſome eaſe ; black, puru- 
lent blood at the ſame time flowing from my 
wound, Neoptolemus, during my fit, might 
eaſily have carried off my bow and arrows, and 
left me; but he was the ſon of Achilles, and 

, not 
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not born to act an ungenerous, diſhonourable 
part. When I came to myſelf, I perceived his 
perplexity: he ſighed, and looked like one who 
knows not how to diſſemble, and acts againſt 
the dictates of his own heart. Do you in- 
tend, ſaid I, to cut me off by ſurprize? 
What then is the matter? © You muſt,” ſaid 
he, „go along with me to the ſiege of Troy.” 
Ah ! my ſon, replied I haſtily, what do you 
ſay ? I am betrayed ; reſtore me that bow, and 
take not away my life. Alas ! he makes me 
no anſwer, but eyes me calmly, without ſeem- 
ing in the leaſt moved. O ye coaſts and pro- 
montories of this iſle ! O ye wild beaſts! O ye 
craggy rocks | to you I make my complaint; 
for you alone have I left to complain to, and 
you are accuſtomed to my groans. Muſt I be 
betrayed by the ſon of Achilles? He hath taken 
from me the ſacred bow of Hercules, and would 
drag me to the Grecian camp to triumph over 
me: he does not reflect, that it would only be 
triumphing over a dead man, a ſpectre, a ſha- 
dow. O if he had attacked me when in ſtrength 
and vigour ! but, beſides, he attacks me at pre- 
ſent with my own weapons, Which he obtained 
by ſurprize, What ſhall I do ? Reſtore me my 
bow, my ſon, and act like your father and your- 
ſelf. What do you ſay? Alas! you make me 
no anſwer, O ſavage rock ! I come to thee 
naked 
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naked, wretched, forſaken, and deſtitute of food; 
1 ſhall die alone in this cave, or the wild beaſts 
will devour me, as I have no bow wherewith to 
kill them; it matters not! But, my ſon, as you 
do not appear to be of a bad diſpoſition, you 
muſt be influenced by ſome body's advice; re- 
turn me my arms, I ſay, and take yourſelf 
away. 
__ «© Neoptolemus, with a low voice, and tears in 
his eyes, ſaid : «O that the gods had never ſuf- 
fered me to leave Scyros !“ Immediately after I 
exclaimed : Ah!]! what do I ſee ? Is it not 
Ulyſſes? Preſently I heard his voice, and he 
replies : “ Yes, it is I.” Had the diſmal realm 
of Pluto opened to my view, and I had ſeen the 
gloomy Tartarus, which the gods themſelves 
| dread to behold, I ſhould not, I own, have been 
_ ſeized with more horror. I exclaimed again: 
O iſle of Lemnos, I call thee to witneſs! O 
Jun, thou ſceſt it, and ſuſfereſt it! Ulyſſes, 
without! any emotion, replied : „“ Jupiter wills 
it, and I execute his will.” Dare you, 
ſaid I, mention the name of Jupiter ? Do you 
fee that young man, whom nature never deſigned 
for an impoſtor, and who executes with the ut- 
moſt reluctance what you have enjoined him? 
« We are not come,” ſaid Ulyſſes, „ either to 
hurt you, or deceive you; on the contrary, we 
are come to deliver you, to cure you, to pro- 
cure 


. 
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cure you the glory of taking Troy, and to carry 
you to your native country. It is not Ulyſſes 

who is the enemy of Philoctetes, but himſelf,” 
Upon this, I poured out againft your father all 
the abuſe with which rage eould inſpire me. 
Since you forſook me upon this coaſt, ſaid I, 
why do not you ſuffer me to remain upon it 
in peace? Go in purſuit. of military glory and 
pleaſure ; enjoy your happineſs with the ſons 
of Atreus ; leave me my miſery and pain. Why 
would you carry me away ? I am nolonger any 
thing, I am dead. Why do not you think now 
as you thought formerly, that I cannot go with 
you ; that my groans, and the infection of my 
wound, would diſturb the facrifices ? O Ulyſſes, 
author of my woes | may the gods... . But the 
gods hear me no more; on the contrary, they 
ſtir up my enemy againſt me. O my native 
land, which I ſhall ſee no more! O ye gods, 
if there are any juſt enough to take pity upon 
me, puniſh, puniſh Ulyſſes, and then ſhall I 
think myſelf cured ! While I thus exclaimed, 
your father, without being in the leaſt ruffled, 
regarded me with a look of compaſſion, like one, 
who, inſtead of being offended, bears patiently, 
and excuſes the ill humour of a man whom for- 
tune hath ſowered. He appeared to me like a 
rock on the top of a mountain, which bids de- 
flance to the fury of the winds, and receives their 


rudeſt 
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rudeſt aſſaults unmoved. Thus did your father 
remain in ſilence, waiting till my rage had ſpent 
itſelf; for he knew that jt was in vain to attack 
the paſſions of men, in order to reduce them to 
reaſon, till they begin to grow weak, and to feel 
a kind of laflitude, Then he addreſſed me thus: 
«© O Philoctetes, what is become of your reaſon 
and courage ? If you ſtill poſſeſs them, now is 
the time to make uſe of them. You are un- 
worthy of the glory of being the deliverer of 
Greece, and the deſtroyer of Troy, if you now 
refuſe to go along with us, and to fulfil the will 
of the gods in reſpect to you. Adieu; you may 
ſtill remain in Lemnos, and theſe arms, which I 
ſhall carry off, will procure me the glory that 
was intended for you. Come, Neoptolemus, 
let us begone ; it is in vain to ſpeak to him; 
and compaſhon for a ſingle man ought not to 
make us overlook the ſafety of all Greece,” 
Then was I ſeized with no leſs rage than a 
lioneſs, when ſhe is robbed of her whelps, and 
fills the woods with her roarings. O cavern, 
ſaid I, never will I quit thee, thou ſhalt be 
my tomb! O ſad retreat! now is there an end 
both of food and of hope ! who will give me a 
dagger, to make away with myſelf, O that the 
birds of prey would bear me away, No more 
ſhall I ſhoot them with my arrows, O pre- 
cious bow! made ſacred by the hands of the 
ſon 
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fon of Jupiter! O dear Hereules, if you have 
yet any exiſtence, are you not fired with indig- 
nation? Thy bow is no longer in the hands 


of thy faithful friend, but in the impure and 


treacherous graſp of Ulyſſes. Birds of prey, 
and ſavage beaſts, fly no more from this cavern, 
for I have now no arrows. Wretch that I am! 


I cannot now hurt you; come then and devour 


me; or rather let a thunderbolt of the pitileſs 
Jupiter put a period to my days. Your fa- 
ther having tried every other way to prevail up- 
on me in vain, at laſt thought the beſt would 
be to return me my arms; accordingly he made 
a ſign to Neoptolemus to reſtore them immedi» 
ately, Upon which I ſaid to him: Woerthy 
ſon of Achilles, you ſhew that you really are 
ſo : but allow me to ſacriſice my enemy, So 
ſaying, I would have let fly an arrow at your 
father; but Neoptolemus prevented me, ſaying 3 
„ Reſentment blinds you, and hinders you from 
ſeeing what an unworthy action you are going 
to commit.” As for Ulyſſes, he appeared as lit- 
tle moved at my arrows, as at my reproaches, 
I could not help admiring ſuch patience, and 
ſuch intrepidity, and was aſhamed, that in the 


heat of my paſſion I ſhould have thought of 


employing my arms to take away the life of him 
who had cauſed them to be reſtored. But as 
my reſentment was not yet quite extinguiſhed, 

] was 
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I was extremely mortified to be indebted for my 
arms to one whom 1 hated ſo much. In the 
mean time, Neoptolemus accoſted me thus : 
co K now, that the divine Helenus, the ſon of 
Priam, came by the order and inſpiration of the 
gods out of Troy, and acquainted us with what 
was to happen hereafter, III fated Troy, 
ſaid he, is doomed to fall ; but not till it is 
attacked by him who has in his poſſeſſion ' the 
arrows of Hercules, and who cannot be cured 
till his arrival before Troy, where the ſons of 
ZE ſculapius will heal his wound,” Here I found 
myſelf in doubt and perplexity ; I was charmed 
with the ſimplicity of Neoptolemus, and the rea- 
dineſs with which he had reſtored my bow; 
but I could not yet' be reconciled to life upon 
the condition of yielding to Ulyſſes, and a falſe 
ſhame kept me in ſuſpence, Shall I be ſeen, 
ſaid I to myſelf, with Ulyſſes, and the ſons 
of Atreus? What will people then think of me ? 
While I was in this uncertainty, I heard, all 
of a ſudden, a voice more than human; and 
beheld, in a bright cloud, Hercules encompaſſed 
with rays of glory. I immediately recognized 
his features, ſomewhat harſh, his robuſt make, 
and his plain unaffected manner; but he ap- 
peared with a ſuperior majeſty and dignity than 
when he was ſubduing monſters on earth. He 
thus addreſſed me: You ſee and hear Hercules, 
I am 
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I am come down from the lofty Olympus to 


notify to you the commands of Jupiter. You 


know by what labours I have attained to im- 


mortality. If you would then acquire. glory, 


you muſt accompany the ſon of Achilles, and 
tread in my ſteps. You ſhall be cured of your 
wound, and with my arrows ſhall transfix Paris, 
the author of ſo many diſaſters, After the re- 
duction of Troy, you ſhall ſend ſome rich ſpoils 
to your father Pæan on mount Oeta, which ſhall 
be put upon my tomb as a monument -of the 
victory obtained by my arrows. And to you, 
O ſon of Achilles, be it known, that you can- 
not be victorious without Philoctetes, nor Phi- 
loctetes without you. Go then together, like 
two lions in queſt of their prey. I will ſend 
AÆſculapius to Troy to cure Philoctetes. Above 
all things, I charge you, O Greeks, to ſhew a 
due regard and reverence to religion; every thing 
elſe pafleth away, but that will never fade,” 
I had no ſooner heard theſe words, than I ex- 
claimed: O happy day !' ſweet light, thou 
at laſt again viſiteſt me after ſo many years, 
I yield, and ſhall ſet out as ſoon as I have taken 


my leave of this place. Adieu, my dear cave! 


Adieu, nymph of theſe watery plains ! I hal] 
hear no more the rumbling of theſe waves. Adieu, 
thou ſea-coaſt ! where I have ſo long been ex- 
poſed to the inclemercy of the air, Adicu, ye 
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promontories ! whence echo ſo often returned my 
groans, Adieu, ye freſh- water fountains ! that 
to me have been ſo bitter. Iſle of Lemnos, adieu! 
may my departure from thee be auſpicious, ſince 
I go whither I am called by the will of the gods 
and my friends. We then embarked, and ar- 


Tived in the camp before Troy, where Machaon 


and Podalyrius, by the divine ſkill they derived 
from their father Æſculapius, cured my wound, 
or at leaſt brought me to the condition in which 


you ſee me. I no longer feel any pain, and 
have recovered my ftrength ; but am ſomewhat 


lame, I flew Paris like a timorous fawn, which 
the huntſman hath transfixed with his arrows; 
after his death, Troy was ſoon laid in aſhes: 


the reſt you know, Vet I {till retained a great 
antipathy to the ſage Ulyſſes, from the reco]- 


lection of what I had ſuffered, which his virtue 
could not overcome : but my acquaintance with 
his ſon, who reſembles him, and whom I can- 


not help loving, hath much ſoftened my averſion 
to the father.“ 


TEE END OF THE FIFTTEENTII BOOE. 
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B O OR XVI. 
THE AR GUM E NF. 
Telemachus falls out with Phalantus, in conſequence | 
of a diſpute, which had the beft right to certain 
priſoners. He engages and vanguiſbes Hippias; 
who, deſpiſing his youth, had, in a haughty man- 
ner, ſeized theſe priſoners for bis brother Pha- 
lantus. But, fur from being pleaſed with bis 
victory, be laments, in ſecret, his temerity and 
error, which he would gladly atone for, In ths 
mean time, Adraſtus, king of the Daunians, being 
informed that the confederate kings thought of no- 
thing but making up the quarrel between Tele- 
machus and Hippias; goes and attacks them un- 
expettedly. Having taken a hundred of their 
hips by ſurprize, he tranſports his troops in them 
to their camp, then ſets fire to them, and attach 
ing the quarter where Phalantus commanded, kills 
his brother Hippids, and Phalantus himſelf is 
dangeroufly wounded. | 
es WHILE 
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* HILE Philoctetes thus recounted his 

adventures, Telemachus kept his eyes 
fixed upon that great man, and liſtened with 
the utmoſt attention and admiration, All the 
different paſſions with which Hereules, Philoc- 
tetes, Ulyſſes, and Neoptolemus had been affe&- 
ed, appeared ſucceſſively upon the countenance 
of the young Telemachus as they were repre- 
ſented. In the courſe of the narration he ſome- 
times exclaimed and interrupted Philoctetes un- 
deſignedly; ſometimes he appeared very thought- 
ful, like one meditating deeply upon the con- 
ſequences of things, When PhiloQetes de- 
ſcribed the perplexity of Neoptolemus, who was 
incapable of diſſimulation, Telemachus ſeemed 
to be in the ſame fituation; and one would have 
taken him then for Neoptolemus himſelf, The 
army of the allies was now marching in good 
order againſt Adraſtus king of the Daunians, 
Who deſpiſed the gods, and made it his ſtudy to 
deceive mankind. 0 Telemachus found it a mat- 
ter of no ſmall difficulty to keep fair with ſo 
many kings, jealous of one another, He was 
not to give umbrage to any, and to endeavour 
to make himſelf beloved by them all. He was 
good-natured and ſincere, but not of an affable, 
winning diſpoſition : he did not ſtudy much to 
render himſelf agrreeable to others, and though 
| his 
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his heart was not much ſet upon riches, yet 
he was not liberal. Thus, though his ſenti- 
ments were noble, and his diſpoſition benevo- 
lent, yet he ſeemed to have neither good-nature, 
nor ſenſibility, nor generoſity, nor gratitude for 
the kindneſſes done him, nor deſire. to reward 
merit; following, without reflection, the bent 
of his own inclination, His mother Penelope, 
in ſpite of Mentor, had cheriſhed in him a haugh- 
tineſs and pride that tarniſhed all his good qua- 


lities. He looked upon himſelf as of a ſuperior. 


nature to the reſt of mankind, who ſeemed to 
him to have been ſent into the world by the 
gods for no other purpoſe but to miniſter to his 
pleaſure ; to ſerve him, to prevent all his wiſhes, 
and to regard him as a ſort of divinity, He 
thought his ſervants were ſufficiently rewarded 
by being in his ſervice, although he expected 
that they ſhould not boggle at any thing, how 
hard or difficult ſoever to pleaſe him: and was 
of ſo warm and impatient a temper, that he'could 


not bear the leaſt difficulty or delay, Whoever 


had obſerved this temper and behaviour of his, 
would have thought that he was incapable of 
loving any beſides himſelf ; and minded nothing 
but the gratification of his own humour or va- 
nity, But this indifference in regard to others, 
and conſtant attention to himſelf, was entirely 
owing. to the ungoverned violence of his paſſions. 
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He had been humoured and flattered by his mo- 
ther from his infancy, and was a remarkable 
inſtance of the unhappineſs attending high birth, 

Nor had the misfortunes he encountered ſo early 
in life been able to abate his haughtineſs, or 


curb the impetuoſity of his temper. Though 


he had been ſtripped of every thing, deſerted, 
and expoſed to ſo many hardſhips and dangers, 
yet he-ſtill retained his pride; it could not be 
ſubdued, but like the vigorous palm, ſtill re- 
covered itſelf, whatever efforts were ulſcd to 
keep it down. While he was with Mentor, 
theſe defects did not appear; and, indeed, de- 
clined every day, Like a high-ſpirited courſer 
bounding over the ſpacious plains, whom net- 
ther craggy rocks, nor precipices, nor torrents 
can reftraig ; and who owns but one man, 
whoſe hand and voice are capable of taming him; 
Telemachus, full of a noble ardor, could be 
curbed and governed by Mentor alone: but a 
fingle glance of his eye would at any time check 
him in the midſt of his career : he immediately 
underſtood what it meant ; became ſenſible of 
his fault, and chearfulneſs and ſerenity appear. 
ed again upon his countenance. Neptune, when 
he lifts his trident, and threatens the angry waves 
and ftormy winds, does not with greater eaſe 


reſtrain their fury, But no ſooner did he find 


himſelf alone, than all his a like a tor- 
rent 
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rent that had been dammed- up, broke forth 
again, He could not bear the arrogance of the 
Lacedzmonians, nor of Phalantus whocommand= 
ed them. That colony had founded Tarentum, 
and conſiſted of the young men who had been 
born during the ſiege of Troy, and had received 
no ſort of education. The illegitimacy of their 
birth, together with the licentiouſneſs in which 
they had been brought up, and their diſſolute 
manners had rendered them ſurpriſingly rude 
and ferocious. They looked more like a band 
of robbers, than a Greek colony. Upon all oc- 
caſions, Phalantus affected to contradict Tele- 
machus; and when any thing was debated in 


council, treated his advice with contempt, as 


that of a raw young man. He even ridiculed 
him, and charged him with effeminacy and 


puſillanimity; not letting his moſt inconſider- 


able faults eſcape, without pointing them out 
to the chiefs of the army. He endeavoured to 
excite a jealouſy of him in all of them; and 
to make him odious for his a to the 

whole army. | 

One day Telemachus having taken ſome pri- 
ſoners from the Daunians, Phalantus pretended 
that they belonged to him, becauſe it was he, 
as he ſaid, who had, at the head of his Lace» 
dæmonians, defeated that detachment of the ene- 
my; and that Telemachus, finding the Dau- 
G nians 


— — 
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nians already vanquiſhed and put to flight, had 
no other trouble than to give them quarter, and 
conduct them to the camp, Telemachus 
on the other hand maintained, that he had pre- 
vented Phalantus being beaten, and that the vie- 
tory over the Daunians was owing to him. They 
both, therefore, appeared before the aſſembly of 
the confederate kings to plead their cauſe : there 
'Telemachus proceeded ſo far as to threaten Pha- 
tantus, and they would have fought upon the 
fpot had they not been prevented. Phalantus 
had a brother named Hippias, famous, through 
the whole army for his valour, ſtrength, and 
dexterity, © Pollux, ſaid the Tarentines, did 
not excel him at the ceſtus, nor Caſtor in horſe - 
manſhip; and he had the ſtrength and ſtature 
of Hercules, He was dreaded by the whole ar- 
my; for he was even more quarrelfome and 
brutal, than brave and intrepid. He, when he 
obſerved in what a haughty manner Telemachus 
had treated his brother, goes directly and takes 
the priſoners, in order to carry them to Taren- 
tum, without waiting for the deciſion of the 
council, Telemachus being privately informed 
of his deſign, immediately quitted the council 
in a rage, like a foaming wild boar in queſt of 
the huntſman that hath wounded him. Thus 
he traverſed the camp in purſuit of his enemy, 
brandiſhing the dart with which he intended to 
| diſpatch 
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diſpatch him. At laſt he deſcries him, and then. 
his fury redoubled. It was now no longer the 
ſober, ſedate Telemachus, guided by the in- 
ſtructions of Minerva, under the figure of Men- 
tor, but a raving mad- man, or a roaring lion. 
He immediately called out to Hippias: Stop, 
O thou the moſt daſtardly of all men ] ſtop ;; 
we muſt ſee whether you can take from me the: 
ſpoils of theſe priſoners of mine. You never 
ſhall carry them to Tarentum, for I will ſend. 
you directly to the gloomy banks of Styx. He 
had no ſooner pronounced theſe words, than he 
let fly his dart, but in ſuch. a fit of rage, that he 
neglected to take his aim properly, and thereby 
miſſed Hippias. Then he forthwith drew his 
ſword, the hilt of which was of gold. This 
Laertes had preſented him with, when he left. 
Ithaca, as a pledge of his love. Laertes had. 
worn. it when young with a great. deal of glory, 
and it had been ſtained with the blood of ſeveral. 


famous captains of the Epirotes, in a war Which 


he had with with them, and. in which he had. 


been victorious. This ſword ſearce had the. 


young ſon. of Ulyſſes drawn, when. Hippias, in. 
order to avail himſelf. of his great ſtrength, ruſh- 


ed upon him, and endeavoured. to wreſt it out. 
of his hands, But the ſword, breaking in the. 


ſtruggle, they immediately grappled, and cloſed: 
with one another, Behold them now like two. 
. * 
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wild beaſts endeavouring to tear one another, 
their eyes glancing fire: they bend, they ſtretch, 
they ſtoop, they riſe, they ſpring, they thirſt for 
each other's blood. Then they cloſe foot againſt 
foot, and hand oppoſed to hand, clinging ſo cloſe 
together, that the two bodies feemed but one. 
But Hippias being of a more advanced age, and 
ſtronger nerves, feemed likely to be too hard for 
Telemachus, who ſoon began to be out of breath, 
while his legs trembled under him, Hippias, 
perceiving him flagg, tedoubled his efforts ; all 
was over with the ſon of Ulyſſes, who would 
have infallibly paid for his rage and rafhneſs, 
had not Minerva, who watched over him, and 
ſuffered him to be in ſo great danger, merely as 
a leſſon to his ardor, determined victory at laſt 
to declare in his favour. | 

She did not herſelf quit the palace of Salentum, 
but ſent Iris, the nimble active meſſenger of the 


gods, who, ſpreading her airy wing, with a ra- 


pid flight pervaded the immenſe ſpaces of the air, 
and left behind her a long train of light, tinged 
with a thouſand different colours ; nor did ſhe 
alight till ſhe reached the ſea-coaſt, where the 
army of the allies, in vaſt numbers, was en- 
camped ; and there ſhe was witneſs of the fierce 
encounter, and violent efforts of the two com 
batants, She ſhuddered when ſhe beheld' the 
danger in which young Telemachus was, and 

1 drawing 
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drawing near, wrapped up in a ſhining cloud, 


which ſhe had formed of ſubtle vapours, at the 


very inſtant when Hippias perceived his own 
ſuperiority in ſtrength, and thought himſelf ſure 
of victory, ſhe covered the young pupil of Mi- 
nerva with the egis, which the goddeſs of wiſ- 


dom had given her for that purpoſe. Immedi- 
ately Telemachus, whoſe ſtrength. was now quite 


_ exhauſted, felt himſelf inſpired with freſh vi- 
gour, and in proportion as his ſtrength increaſed, 
Hippias loſt courage : he felt ſomething divine 
that terrified and diſconcerted him. Telemachus, 
in order to improve his advantage, plies him 
hard; ſometimes on one ſide, bending and ſhak- 
ing him inceſſantly, ſo that he had not a mo- 
ment to recover his poſture, till at laſt he threw 
him down, and fell upon him with his whole 
weight. A ſturdy oak of mount Ida, felled by 
2 thouſand ſtrokes of the ax, with which the 
whole foreſt rebounded, makes not a more dread- 
ful noiſe by its fall; the earth groaned, and 
every thing ſhook around. In the mean time, 
with victory, wiſdom again took poſſeſſion of 
the heart of Telemachus. Scarce wag Hippias 


overthrown, when the ſon of Ulyſſes became 


ſenſible of the fault he had committed, in thus 
attacking a brother of one of the confederate 
kings, whom he had come to aſſiſt; and he re- 
collected, with ſhame and confuſion, the ſage 

x G 6 | counſel, 
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counſel of Mentor. He bluſhed for his victory, 
and was ſenſible that he deſerved to have been 
vanquiſhed. In the mean time, Phalantus, in a 
_ tranſport of rage, runs to the aſſiſtance of his 
brother, and would have immediately transfixec 
Telemachus with a dart he had in his hand, 
| had he not been afraid of wounding, at the ſame 
time, Hippias, whom Telemachus kept under 
him in the duſt. The ſon of Ulyſſes might ea- 
fily have deprived his antagoniſt of his life, but 
his anger was now cooled, and he thought of 
nothing but repairing his fault by the modera- 
tion he diſplayed. He therefore ſtarts up and 
exclaims : „ Hippias! I am ſatisfied with hav- 
ing taught you never to deſpiſe my youth again. 
I therefore give you your life, and I admire your 
ſtrength and courage, The gods have protected 
me on this occaſion. : ſubmit to their power, 
and let us for the future direct our united efforts 
againſt the Daunians.“ While Telemachus 
fpoke thus, Hippias aroſe; covered with blood 
and duſt, and racked with ſhame and chagrin, 
When Phalantus found that Felemachus had 
generouſly given his brother his life, he forbore 
attacking him, but was in great rage and per- 
plexity. All the chiefs of the alliance ran thi- 
ther to part the combatants, They conveyed 
Telemachus one way, and conducted to an- 
other quarter Phalantus and Hippias, which laſt; 
now ſo mortified and humbled, he durſt not 
rr a? 
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| liſt up his eyes. The whole army was loſt 
in amazement, to find that 'Telemachus, at 


an age when men have not yet attained to their 
full ſtrength, had been able to vanguiſh Hippias, 
who was tall and robuſt, like thoſe earth-born 


giants who formerly attempted to drive the im- 


mortal gods from Olympus. But this victory 
was ſo far from. yielding the ſon of Ulyſles any 
ſatisfaction, that while the army was extolling 
him to the ſkies, he withdrew to his tent, and 
with ſighs and groans lamented his own temerity. 


He perceived how unjuſt and unreaſonable he was 


during theſe violent tranſports of paſſion, and diſ- 
covered a fund of vanity equally abſurd and mean 
at bottom of all this exceſſive pride. He was fen= 
{ble that true greatneſs reſided always with mode- 
ration, juſtice, modeſty, and humanity. But, not- 
withſtanding his knowledge, he deſpaired of ever 
being able to get the better of his foibles, after 
ſo many relapſes ; ſo that he loſt all patience 
with himſelf, and. roared like a furious lion. 
He continued thus for two days ſhut up in his, 


tent, puniſhing himſelf, and. ſecluded from all 


company, Alas!“ ſaid he, „ ſhall I ever 
dare to look Mentor in the face again? Am 1 
the ſon of Ulyſſes,, the wiſeſt and the moſt pa- 
tient of men ? Came [ hither to ſow diviſion and 
animoſity among the allies. ? Is it their blood, 


or that of the Daunians that I ought to ſhed ?. 
L have acted raſhly ; I did not even know how | 
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to throw my dart, and ventured to attack Hip- 

pias, though greatly inferior to him in ſtrength ; 

fo that I had nothing to expect but death, and 

the diſgrace of being vanquiſhed, But what 

would that have fignified ? I ſhould then have 

been no more : no, I ſhould have been no more, 

that raſh Telemachus, that young fool, who is 

never the better for any advice: my diſgrace 

and life would have ended together. Alas! 

could I hope that I ſhould never do again what 

T am now fo grieved for having done, I ſhould 

_ think myſelf too, too happy : but, perhaps, be- 

fore the day is at an end, I ſhall commit, and 

wiſh to commit again the very ſame faults which 

J at preſent regard with fuch ſhame and abhor- 

rence, O fatal victory! O the mortifying ap- 

plauſe, which, in reality, is but a cruel upbraid- 

ing of me with my folly !” While he remained 

thus alone, and inconſolable, Neſtor and Phi- 

JoRetes came to fee him. Neſtor intended to 

have expoſtulated with him upon his miſconduct ; 

but that ſage ſoon perceiving how much the | 
youth was grieved for it, inſtead of the reproof | 
he intended, endeavoured to comfort him, and 
diſpel his chagrin. This quarrel put a ſtop to | 
the. operations of the army of the confederate | 
Princes, who were obliged to ſuſpend their march 

towards the enemy till they had reconciled Pha- 
lantus and Hippias to Telemachus. They were 


- continually afraid left the Tarentine troops 
| ſhould 


ſhould fall upon the hundred Cretans who had 
followed Telemachus to the war. All, in ſhort, 
was confufion, and that entirely owing to 
Telemachus alone; who, ſeeing himſelf the 
author of ſo much preſent evil, and future dan- 
ger, in conſequence of that, was quite diſtracted 
with grief. Great was the perplexity of the 
chiefs: they were afraid to put the army in mo- 
tion, leſt the Cretans, commanded by Telema- 
chus, and the Tarentines of Phalantus, ſhould 
attack each other upon the march ; for it was 


with great difficulty they were reſtrained from 


this violence in the camp, where they were nar- 


rowly watched, Neſtor and PhiloQtetes were 


continually paſſing and repaſſing between the 


tent of Telemachus and -that of the implacable' 


Phalantus, who breathed nothing but revenge. 
Neither tue mild eloquence of Neſtor, nor the 
authority of the great Philoctetes could pacify 
his fierce haughty ſpirit, which was, beſides, 
continually inflamed more and more by the fury 
of his brother Hippias. Telemachus, on the 
other hand, though very placable, was ſo deeply 
affected with grief, that he was quite inconſol- 
able. While the princes were thus agitated, the 
whole army was under the greateſt conſternation, 
and the camp appeared like a family in diſtreſs 
for the loſs of a father, who was the ſupport of 
his neighbours, and the tender guardian of his 
DER . little 
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| little children, In the midſt of this confuſion 
and conſternation, all on a ſudden was heard a 
frightful noiſe of chariots, arms, the neighing of 
horſes, and the cries of men ; ſome ſhouting 
for victory, and thirſting for carnage ; others 
flying for their lives, dangerouſly wounded, or 
groaning in the agonies of death. A whirlwind 
of duſt formed a thick cloud. that darkened the 
ſky, and overſpread the whole camp. And to 
this was ſoon added a thick ſmoke that diſturbed 
the air, and rendered it unfit for reſpiration, 
Then was. heard a hideous noiſe, like that of the 
fiery eruptions which iſſue from the ſcorched 
bowels of mount Etna, when Vulcan with his 
cyclops forge the thunder-bolts for the father of 
the gods: every heart was ſtruck with terror! 
The vigilant, and indefatigable Adraſtus had. 
ſurpriſed the camp. of the allies, having conceal- 
ed his march from them, while he was exactly 
informed of all their motions, He had, with, 
incredible diligence, made the circuit of an al- 
moſt inacceſſible mountain; the paſſes of which 
the allies had taken. care to occupy. Poſſeſſed 
of thoſe defiles, they thought themſelves per- 
fectly ſecure, and even believed that through 
theſe openings they could fall unexpectedly up- 
on the enemy behind the mountain, as ſoon as 
ſome reinforcements, which they expected, were 

arrived. Adraſtus, who paid thoſe liberally who. 
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diſcovered to him any ſecrets of the enemy, had 
got intelligence of their deſigns; for Neſtor and 
Philoctetes, commanders otherwiſe of ſuch wiſ- 

dom and experience, were not careful enough to 
keep their reſolutions ſecret, Neftor, in the 
decline of life, took too much pleaſure in re- 
counting what he thought would procure him 
admiration and applauſe. Philoctetes, indeed, 
was not fo talkative; but, being of a warm 
temper, if he was ever ſo little irritated, he was 
ſure to diſcloſe what he had determined to cyn- 
ceal, Thus had artful men got an infallible 
key to open his heart, and draw from it the moſt 
important ſecrets. They needed only put him 
into a paſſion : then would he in a rage break 
out into menaces, and boaſt that he had infal- 
livle means to accompliſh his deſigns. If they 
N ſeemed to doubt of this ever ſo little, he would, 
inconſiderately, give a particular detail of them, 

and thereby diſcover the greateſt ſecrets. Thus 
5 was the heart of this great captain like a veſſel 

5 of great price, but leaky ; ſo that the moſt de 
licious liquors paſs.through it and are loſt, The 
. | traitors, who were corrupted by Adraſtus, availed 
themſelves of the weakneſs of theſe two kings. 
. Neſtor they were perpetually applauding, and 
flattering with extravagant praiſes, taking notice 
of his former victories, and extolling his fore- 
ſight. On the other hand, they were continu- 
A ally 
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ally laying ſnares for the hot, impatient tem- 
per of Philoctetes; never talking to him of any 
thing but difficulties, croſs accidents, dangers, 
inconveniencies, and irremediable blunders. His 
warm temper was no ſooner irritated, than pru- 
dence and caution forſook him, and he no longer 
ſeemed the ſame man. Telemachus, notwith- 
ſtanding the defects I have mentioned, was more 
eapable of keeping a ſecret than either of them. 
His misfortunes, and the neceſſity he had been 
under from his infancy of concealing himſelf 
from the lovers of Penclope, had habituated him 
to it ; and he knew how to keep a ſecret, with- 
out telling a lie. He had not even that reſerved 
myſterious air, which thoſe that value themſelves 
upon their caution and ſecrecy uſually affect; 
not appearing to have any ſecret to keep, but 
as one altogether free, open, and without diſ- 
guiſe or reſerve, Yet, while he talked freely of 
whatever be might mention, without any dan- 
gerous conſequence, yet he knew exactly how 
to avoid whatever could give any ſuſpicion, or 
had the leaſt tendency to betray his ſecret. Thus 
was his heart impenetrable; and, except Men- 
tor, for whom he had no reſerve, his beſt friends 
knew no more than what he thought prudent to 
communicate to them for the ſake of their ad- 
vice, Of theſe laſt, indeed, ſome had more of 
his confidence than others, in proportion as he 

| | had 
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had experienced their friendſhip and ſagacity. 
He had often obſerved, that ſome knowledge of 
what had paſſed in council had tranſpired into 
the camp; and he had informed Neſtor and 
Philoctetes of this diſcovery : but theſe two chiefs, 
notwithſtanding their experience, did not ſhew 
that regard to the intelligence that it deſerved. 
Old age hath no pliancy : chained down by in- 
veterate habits, it hath no reſource againſt its 
own defects. Men, at a certain age, like trees, 
whoſe rough knotty trunks are become hard and 
Riff by length of time, and cannot any longer 
be bent or made ſtraight, are not to be cured'of 
certain habits which have grown old with. them, 
and remain rooted in the very marrow of their 
bones. They are often ſenſible of them, and 
lament them when it is too late: youth is the 
only ſeaſon when a man may e to rn 

ill habits with ſucceſs. -\ 
There was in the army a Dolopian na 
Eurymachus, an artful inſinuating flatterer, ho 
knew how. to ſuit himſelf to the different cha- 
racters and tempers of all the chiefs; and was 
very aſſiduous and ſucceſsful in his endeavours. 
to pleaſe them, If he was aſked his opinion on 
any point, he was never at a loſs, but imme=- 
diately gueſſed what would be moſt agreeable, 
He was pleaſant in converſation, had a turn for 
raillery and ridicule, but was complaiſant and 
_— 


140 THE ADVENTURES 
obliging to thoſe he ſtood in awe of; and could 
flatter with ſuch dexterity and addreſs, as not to 
offend the moſt modeſt and delicate. With the 
grave, he was grave; but merry and facetious 
with thoſe of a contrary diſpoſition : for, it coſt 
him nothing to aſſume any form. Men of ho- 
nour, and without diflimulation, who are always 
the ſame, and will not deviate from the rules of 
virtue, can never make themſelves ſo agreeable 
to princes, as thoſe who are ever ready to flatter 
their predominant paſſions, Eurymachus under- 
ſtood war, and had a capacity for buſineſs ; be- 
ing an adventurer who had attached himſelf to 
Neſtor, and had wormed himſelf into his con- 
fidence ; from whom, as being ſomewhat vain, 
and not inſenſible to flattery, he could eaſily 
draw whatever he had a mind to know. Though 
Philoctetes had not the ſame confidence in him 
as Neſtor, yet the warmth and impatience of 
his temper produced the ſame effect: for, by 
by irritating and contradifting him, he had ne- 
ver failed to make him diſcloſe his ſecrets. This 
man had received large ſums from Adraſtus, to 
give him intelligence of the deſigns of the al- 
lies : for which end, that king had always in 
their camp a certain number of deſerters, who 
were to make their eſcape from thence one after 
another, and return to their own, For, as oft 
as Eurymachus made any diſcovery of import- 
| ance 
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ance enough to be communicated to Adraſtus, 
he immediately diſpatched one of theſe deſerters 
and the cheat could not eaſily be diſcovered, . 
becauſe they carried no letters, If at any time 
they were taken, nothing could be found that 
could occaſion any ſuſpicion of Eurymachus. 
By theſe means Adraſtus rendered all the ſchemes 
of the allies abortive ; for, no ſooner was any 
reſolution taken in council, than the Daunians 
immediately took the precautions neceſſary to 
defeat it, Telemachus took a great deal of pains 
to find out the cauſe of all theſe miſcarriages, and 
to put Neſtor and PhiloCtetes on their guard, by 
alarming their ſuſpicion ; but in vain, ſuch was 
their deluſion, A reſolution had been taken in 
council to wait for the large reinforcements that 

were expected; and a hundred veſſels had been 
ſecretly diſpatched in the night to tranſport them 
from the place of their rendezvous, which was 
a rugged part of the coaſt, to the camp. In the 
mean time, they thought themſelves quite ſafe ; 
becauſe the paſſes of the neighbouring moun- 
tain, which is a ſkirt of the Apennine, almoſt 
inacceſſible, were guarded by their troops, while 
the main body of the army was encamped. on the 
banks of the river Galeſus, not far from the ſea. 
This delicious coaſt produces plenty of forage, 
and other proviſions neceſſary for the ſubſiſtence 
of an army, Behind the mountain was Adraſtus 


encamp- 
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17 encamped, and they thought it was not poſſible 
for him to paſs it: but, as he knew that the 
allies were as yet but weak, that a large rein- 
forcement was upon the march to join them, 
that there were ſhips ready to- tranſport them 
when they ſhould arrive, and that the quarrel 
between Phalantus and Telemachus had occa- 
ſioned great diſcord and animoſity in the army, 
he reſolved immediately to march a great way 
round the mountain; Accordingly he advanced 
with great expedition day and night along the 
ſea-coaſt, by ways which, till then, had been 
thought impracticable. Thus labour and reſo— 
lution ſurmount the greateſt difficulties: there 
is ſcarce any ching impoſſible to the hardy and en- 
terpriſing; and thus do they, who, fondly ima- 
gining that what is difficult will never be at- 
tempted, think themſelves ſecure, deſerve to be 
ſurpriſed and and cut off. The hundred ſhips 
belonging to the allies, which had been diſ- 
patched in the night, were, at break of day; 
ſurpriſed by Adraſtus. They being but ill 
- guarded, as there was no apprehenſion of dan- 
ger, he eaſily made himſelf maſter of them, and, 
with incredible diligence tranſported his army 
in them to the mouth of the river Galeſus, vp 
which he proceeded with the ſame expedition, 
The advanced poſts about the camp of the allies 
towards the river imagining that the reinforce- 
ments 
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ments they expected were on board theſe ſhips, 
ſhouted at the fight of them for joy. Before 
the miſtake was diſcovered, the troops diſembark- 
ed, and attacked the allies, who miſtruſted no- 
thing, and were in an open unfortified camp, 
without order, arms, or ſubordination, The 
quarter of the camp that they firſt fell upon, 
was that where the Tarentines, commanded by 
Phalantus, had pitched their tents. Theſe young 
Lacedzmonians having been ſurpriſed and charg- 
ed with great fury by the. Daunians, were not 
able to ſtand their ground, But, while they in 
the utmoſt confuſion are running to their arms, 
and embaraſſing one another, Adraſtus ſets fire 
to the camp, Immediately the ſmoke and flames 
aſcend from the tents into the air, attended with 
a noiſe like that of a torrent which lays the 
whole country under water, and ſweeps away 
with its impetuoſity huge oaks, root and branch, 
fields of corn, barns, ſtables, and cattle. The 
wind ſpreads the flames with amazing rapidity 
from tent to tent, and the whole camp looked 
ſoon like an ancient foreſt ſet on fire by an ac- 
cidental ſpark, Phalantus, who was more im- 
mediately expoſed to the danger, was not able 
to guard againſt it. He ſaw that his troops ran 
the greateſt riſk of periſhing in the flames, if 
they did not immediately quit the camp; but he 
ſaw likewiſe the danger of ſuch a diſorderly re- 

treat 
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treat before a victorious enemy. : However, as 
the leaſt of two evils, he was beginning to draw 
off his young Lacedzmonians, who were not 
yet half armed; but Adraſtus did not give him 
time to execute his deſign, On one ſide a bo- 
dy of ſkilful archers galled them with ſhowers 
of arrows; and flingers on the other, with 
ſhowers of large tones. Adraſtus himſelf, at the 
head of a choſen body of the moſt gallant Dau- 
nians, purſues, by the light of the flames, the 
flying troops of the enemy; mowing down with 
the ſword all that had eſcaped the flames, ſwim- 
ing in blood, yet not ſated; ſo that the rage 
of lions and tygers, when they fall upon the ſhep- 
herds and their flocks, did not equal his. Pha- 
lantus's troops, therefore, were unable to ſtand 
their ground, and loſt all courage. Pale death, 
led on by an infernal fury, whoſe head was 
briſtled with ſerpents, freezes the blood in their 
veins, while their benumbed limbs grow ſtiff, 
and their trembling knees deprive them even of 
the hopes of eſcaping by flight. And Phalantus 
himſelf, whom ſhame and deſpair ſtill ſupplied 
with a little firength and vigour, while he was 
lifting up his hands and eyes to heaven, ſces 
his brother Hippias fall at his feet, overthrown 
by the tremendous arm of Adraſtus. Hippias, 
ſtretched upon the plz in, lay rolling in the duſt ; 
the purple ſti eam ruſhed like a torrent from 
| the 
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the deep wound that had pierced his fide. The 
light forſook his eyes; and his furious ſoul fled 
with the laſt guſh that iſſued from his veins. 
Phalantus too, ſtained all over with his brother's 
blood, but unable to give him any relief, ſees 
himſelf ſurrounded with great numbers of the 
enemy, ftriving who ſhould diſpatch him firſt, 
His buckler had been pierced with a thouſand | 
darts, and he had received ſeveral wounds in 
different parts of his body, ſo that he was alto- 
gether incapable 'of rallying his flying troops; 


and, in this diſtreſs did * _—_ nn him 
without W | 
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BOOK XVII. 

THE ARGUMENT. 
Telemathus, having put on his divine armour, fliet 
to the aſſiſtance of Phalantus; kills immediately 
Iphicles the ſon of Adraſtus, repulſes the victori- 
| ous enemy, and would have entirely defeated them, 
had not a ſtorm ariſen and put an end to the bat- 
tle. He then cauſes the wounded to be carried 
off the field, and great care to be taken of them, - 
particularly of Phalantus. He charges himſelf 
with the obſequies of Hippias, whoſe ajhes he 
depoſits in a golden urn, and preſents to Pha- 
lantus. 


UPIT ER, enthroned amidſt the whole 
aſſembly of the gods on the ſummit of Olym- 


pus, beheld this ſlaughter of the allies, At the 
ſame time, conſulting the immutable deſtinies, 
he ſaw all the chiefs, the thread of whoſe life 


was that day to be cut by the fatal ſciſſars. Each 
| | of 
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| of the gods endeavoured; by narrowly obſerving 


the countenance of Jupiter, .to diſcover what 
his pleaſure would be. But the father of the 
gods and men, with a mild majeſtic voice, de- 
clared: * You. fee to what extremity the allies 
are reduced, and how Adraſtus mows down his 
enemies; but this appearance is deceitful: the 
glory and proſperity of the wicked are but of 
ſhort duration, The impious Adraſtus, deteſt» 
able for his perfidy, ſhall not gain a complete 
victory, This misfortune is permitted to hap- 
pen to the allies, only to make them wiſer for 
the future, and teach them to keep their ſecrets 
better. The ſage Minerva now intends to pro- 
cure freſh glory for the young Telemachus, who 
is her darling,” Jupiter ſaid no more: and all 
the gods continued in ſilence to obſerve the en- 
gagement. Meanwhile, Neſtor and Philoctetes 
were informed that -part of the camp was already 
burnt ; that the flames, driven by the winds, 
were ſtill advancing ; that their troops were in 
diſorder; and that Phalantus was no longer 
able to make head againſt the enemy, No ſooner 


did they receive theſe fatal tidings, than they 
ran to arms, and gave orders to the captains, 


whom they had called together, to quit the camp 
with all poſſible expedition, in order to avoid 
the flames. Telemachus, notwithſtanding his 
II 2 great 
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great grief and dejection, as ſoon as he undef 
ſtood what had happened, immediately took the 
arms with which he was preſented by Minerya, 
who, appearing to him under the figure of Men- 
tor, pretended to have received them from an 
ingenious workman of Salentum, but in reality 
had them made by Vulcan in the ſmoak ing ca- 
verns of mount Etna. They were poliſhed as 
ſmooth as glaſs; and as brilliant as the noon- day 
ſun. Upon them were repreſented Neptune and 
Pallas, contending for the glory of giving their 
name to a new city, Neptune, with his trident, 
ſtrikes the earth, and up ſtarts a fine horſe, - with 
fire iſſuing from his noftrils, and foam from his 
mouth: his large luxuriant mane ſeemed to wave in 
the wind, and his ſupple nervous legs appeared to 


move with great vigour and agility. He did not 


look as if walking, but leaping in obedience to 
the reins; and that. ſo nimbly, as to leave no 
traces of his feet behind him: one would have 
almoſt thought that they heard him neigh. On 
the other hand, Minerva was reprefented as pre- 
ſenting to the inhabitants of the new city the 
olive which ſhe had planted, with its fruit: the 
branch, with its fruit hanging to it, was an em- 
blem of peace and plenty, much to be preferred 


to the devaſtations of war, of which the horſe 


was an image. The goddeſs, by her ſimple, but 


uſeful preſent, obtained the victory; and proud 


Athens 
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Athens bore her name. Minerva was ſeen, like- 


wiſe, with all the fine arts around her, which 
were repreſented by little children with wings. 


They had fled to her for protection from the 


brutal fury of Mars, who deſtroys every thing; 
as the tender bleating lambs take ſhelter about 
their d:ms at the ſight of a famiſhed wolf; 
who, with his jaws wide open and inflamed, 
ruſhes upon them, in order to tear and devour 
them, In another place, Minerva, with diſdain 
and reſentment in her looks, conſounds, by the 
excellence of her work, the temerity and pre- 
ſumption of Arachne, who ventured to diſpute 
her ſuperior ſkill in weaving, The body of that 
unhappy woman appeared quite emaciated and 
dishgured, as it was changing to that of a ſpi- 
der. Near this, Minerva was again repreſented, 
giving counſel to Jupiter himſelf in the war of 
the giants, and animating all the other gods. 
She appeared in another place with her lance 
and ægis upon the banks of the Xanthus, and 
Simois leading Ulyſſes by the hand, rallying the 
flying Grecian troops, baffling the efforts of the 
moſt valiant Trojan commanders, and even of 
the terrible Hector himſelf, Laſtly, ſhe was ſeen 
conducting Ulyſſes into that fatal machine, which 
was, in one night, to overturn the empire of 
Priam, | | b | 
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On another ſide of the ſhield was exhibited 
Ceres in the fertile fields of Enna, which lie in 
the middle cf Sicily: ſhe appeared aſlembling 
together the people, who, before were diſperſed, 
either hunting for their food, or gathering, as they 
fell from the trees, the fruits that grew wild in 
the woods and foreſts, Theſe ſavages the taught 
how to till the ground, and to procure themſelves 
nouriſhment from her fruitful boſom, She made 
them a preſent alſo of a plough, and taught 
them how to uſe it by the yoke. The fertile 
fields were then ſeen laid open in furrows by 
the plough-ſhare, and afterwards overſpread with 
the golden grain, which the reaper cut down with 
his ſharp ſickle : thus rewarding himſelf for all 
his labour. Of tee), that elſewhere is employ- 
ed to deſtroy every thing, no other uſe ſeemed 
to be made here, but to procure abundance, and 
delights of every kind, Nymphs crowned with 
flowers danced: together in a meadow by the fide 
of a river, and near a grove, while Pan played 
upon his flute, and the frolickſome fawns and 
ſatyrs friſked about. There appeared Bacchus 
allo, crowned with ivy, leaning with one hand 
upon his thyrſus, and holding in the other a 
vine, adorned with leaves and cluſters of grapes. 
There was ſomething very noble, tender, and | 
agreeable in his air, though a little too languiſh- 
ing and effeminate, He was ſuch as he appear- 
ed 
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ed to the unhappy Ariadne, when he found her 


in the deepeſt diſtreſs, alone and forſaken upon 


a foreign coaſt. Beſides theſe, there appeared 
a great crowd of people, of whom ſome were 
old men going to the temples to offer firſt· fruits ; 
ſome young, returning home from their labour, 
weary and fatigued. The wives of theſe laſt 
were come to meet them, leading by the hand, 
and careſſing their little children. There too 
was ſeen a company of ſhepherds, ſome of whom 
ſcemed to be ſinging, while others were dancing 
to the pipe. In fine, this part of the ſhield ex- 
hibited nothing but joy, peace, and plenty; 
happineſs and content reigned through the whole: 
even wolves were ſeen playing among the ſheep 
in their paſtures, and the lion and tiger had for- 
got their fierceneſs, and fled with the tender 
lamb; while a little ſhepherd, with his crook, 
tended them together, So that the happineſs of 
the golden age was there repreſented in a very 
lively and agreeable manner. . 
Telemachus put on this divine armour, and, 
inſtead of his ordinary buckler, took the terri- 
ble zgis, which Minerva had ſent him by Iris, 
the ſwiſt meſſenger of the gods. Iris had taken 
away his own buckler without his perceiving it, 
and had given him, inſtead of it, the ægis, ter- 
rible to the gods themſelves. Thus accoutred, 
he made the beſt of his way out of the camp, to 
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avoid the flames, calling with a loud voice to 


all the chiefs to follow him. His voice alone 
re-animates the deſpairing troops : a divine fire 


ſparkled in the eyes of the young warrior, He 


never diſcovered any fear or perturbation, but gave 
orders with tranquillity and preciſion, like an 
ancient ſage employed in regulating his family, 
and inſtructing his children; but, he was keen 
and rapid in the execution, like an impetuous 
river, which not only ſwiftly rolls its foaming 


flood, but alſo bears along with it in its courſe 


the heavieſt veſſels launched into its ſtream. 
Philoctetes, Neſtor, and the chiefs of the Man- 
durians and the other nations felt an authority 
in the fon of Ulyſſes, which it was not in their 
power to withſtand, In ccmpariſon of him, the 
eld men found they wanted experience; and all 
the commanders, that they were deſtitute of 
wiſdom and counſel: ſo that even jealouſy, 
which is ſo natural to men, had no place in their 
hearts, They all ſubmitted, all admired Tele- 
machus, and obeyed him without heſitation or 
reluctance, as if they had been accuſtomed to it, 
He advances with the utmoſt diligence to the 
top of a hill, from whence he could obſerve 


the diſpoſition of the enemy's army, and imme- 


diately perceives that it would be proper to fall 


upon it directly, and take advantage of the diſ- 


order they had thrown themſelves into by ſet- 
| ting 


into Hetruria. 
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ting fire to the camp. Accordingly he. fetches 
a campals, together with all the commanders of 
the greateſt experience, and attacks the Dauni- 
ans in the rear, when they imagined the army 
of the allies was en veloped with ſmoke and 
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They are thrown into a panic by this 


H 5 


unexpected attack, and fall thick under the hands 
of Telemachus; as the leaves in the foreſts to- 
wards the end of autumn, when the fierce north - 
wind, bringing back the winter, makes the 
old trees groan and ſhake in every bough. The 
ground was ſtrewed thick with the bodies of 
thoſe whom Telemachus had overthrown, 
mong the reſt, he transfixed with a dart the 
heart of Iphicles, the youngeſt ſon of Adraſtus. 
This youth ventured to preſent himſelf to the 
combat, in order to ſave the life of his father, 
who had almoſt been ſurpriſed by Telemachus. 
Iphicles, and the ſon of Ulyſſes, were both beau- 
tiful, ſtrong, active, and courageous 3 of the 
fame age and. ſtature ; both goad-natured, hu- 
mane, and tenderly beloved by their parents. But 
Iphicles was like a flower that blows in the fields, 
ſoon to be cut down by the ſcythe of the mower. 
The next whom Telemachus flew was Eupho- 
rion, the braveſt of all the Lydians, that came: 
Laſtly, with his ſword he diſ- 
patched Cleomenes, who had been but lately 
married, and had promiſed to preſent his ſpouſe 
0 with 
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with rich ſpoils taken from the enemy; but fate 

ordained that he ſhould never ſee her more. 
Acdraſtus boiled with rage to ſee his ſon. and 
ſeveral of his officers ſlain, and the victory ra- 
viſhed' from his hands. Phalantus, upon the 
point of falling at his feet, was like a half- 
ſlaughtered victim that eſcapes from the ſacred: 
knife, and flies far from the altar. Another mo- 
ment would have enabled Adraſtus to finiſh the 
fate of the Lacedæmonians. Phalantus, drench- 
ed in his own blood, and that of the ſoldiers 
who fought about him, hears the ſhouts of Te- 
lemachus as he advanced to his aſſiſtance. Fhen 
did new life, in a moment, re-inſpire his heart; 
and the cloud that was beginning to overſpread 
his eyes, diſperſed. The Daunians, finding them- 
ſelves unexpectedly attacked behind, quitted& 
Phalantus to make head againſt a more danger- 
ous enemy, Adraſtus, meanwhile, raged like a 
tyger, when the ſhepherds, aſſembling together, 
tear from him the prey that he was juſt ready to 
devour. Telemachus ſearches. for him in the 
crowd, that he might haye put an end to the war 
at once by delivering the allies from their moſt 
implacable enemy, But Jupiter would not give 
the ſon of Ulyſſes ſo eaſy and ſo cheap a victory; 
and even Minerva was willing that he ſhould 
encounter more hardſhips and diſaſters, to learn 
the better how to govern mankind. The im- 
+2 a PT pious 
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pious Adraſtus, therefore, was preſerved by the 
father of the gods, that Telemachus might have 
time to acquire both more glory and more vir- 
tue. Accordingly, to ſave the Daunians, Jupi- 
ter condenſed a thick cloud to darken all the air, | 
frightfu] thunder at the ſame time announcing, 
the will of the gods. One would have. thought 
that the eternal dome of the lofty Olympus was 
going to tumble down upon the heads of weak 
mortals, while the cloud opened, and the light= 
ning darted from pole to pole. The very mo- 
ment that the eye was dazzled by thoſe piercing 
Ares, all nature was again enveloped with the 
dreadful ſhades. of night. This ſtorm, together 
with a heavy rain which fell immediately, com- 
pelled the armies to ſeparate, | | 

Adraſtus availed himſelf of the interpoſition of 
the gods, without being affected with their power 
or goodneſs; and, therefore, deſerved on ac- 
count of his ingratitude, tobe doomed to a heavier 
vengeance, He loſt no time in making his troops 
file off between the half-burnt camp and a me- 
raſs that extended quite ta the river ; and this: 
retreat he performed with ſuch dexterity and ex- 
pedition,. as plainly proved his great abilities. 
and preſence of mind. The allies, animated by 
Telemachus, endeavoured to cut off. his retreat, 
but he eſcaped by means of the ſtorm ;. as a bird, 
by her ſwift wings, eſcapes from the net of the 
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fowler. They returned, therefore, to their old 
camp, and applied themſelves to retrieve, as 
much as poſſible, the damage they had ſuſtained. 
Upon entering it, they beheld one of the moſt 
ſhocking ſights that war exhibits. The ſick and 
wounded not having had ſtrength enough to crawl 
out of their tents, had not been able to deliver 
themſelves from the flames: they appeared, there» 
fore, half-burnt, uttering, with a plaintive, dy- 
ing voice, the moſt piteous groans and ſhrieks. 
Telemachus was deeply affected with the ſight, 
ſo that he could not refrain from tears; and of- 
ten turned his eyes aſide, greatly ſhocked and 
moved, He could not, without ſhuddering, and 
feeling the deepeſt compaſſion, behold theſe un- 
happy objects ſtill alive, and doomed to a lin- 
gering, painful death; who looked like victims 
whoſe fleſh hath been burnt upon the altars, and 
diffuſeth a ſmell around. Alas,” ſaid Tele- 
machus, „ ſee what horrible ſcenes war pro- 
duces ! how great is the blindneſs and infatua- 
tion of wretched mortals! as life is ſhort and 
miſerable, why will they ſtill make it ſhorter ? 
And why will they add fo many diſtreſſes and 
calamities to thoſe, with which the gods have 
embittered a life ſo fleeting and precarious ? Men 
are all brethren, and yet more eruel than wild: 
beaſts, they tear and deſtroy one another. Lions 
do not wage war with lions, nor tygers with ty- 


gers, 
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gers, but only with animals of a different ſpe» 
cies. Man alone, though endued with reaſon, 
does what irrational animals never did. After 
all, why thus engage in war ? Is there not more 
land upon earth than can be properly manured 
by all its inhabitants ? How much is there waſte 
and uncultivated J more than ever can be occu- 
pied and tilled by men. What then is the cauſe 
of all this diſcord ? The love of glory, falſely: 
ſo called; and of the vain title of conqueror; 
which often light the flames of war in a vaſt 
extent of country. Thus one man, whom the- 
gods have ſent to execute their wrath on earth, 
barbarouſly ſacrifices ſo many others to gratify 
his vanity. Every thing muſt go to wreck; the 
earth muſt be deluged with blood, or conſumed 
with fire; and thoſe who eſcape the fire and 
ſword, be deſtroyed by the ſtill more cruel fa- 
mine; only that this man, who thus wantonly 
ſports with the lives and fortunes of mankind, 
may, by the general deſolation, glut his pride and 
ambition. What horrid glory is this ] can men, 
who have thus diveſted themſelves of all huma- 
nity, be ſufficiently deſpiſed and deteſted ? No, 
no: far from being demj-gods, they are not even. 
men; and, inſtead of being admired, as they ex- 
pected, by future ages, they ought to be exe- 
crated, Oh! how cautious ought kings to be 
about engaging in wars l it is not enough that 
they 
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they be juſt, they ought alſo to be neceſſary for 
the public good. The blood of the people ſhould 
not be ſpilt but when neceflity requires it, and 
to ſave the people. But flattering counſellors, 
falſe notions of glory, groundleſs idle jealouſies, 
an unjuſt avidity, diſguiſed under ſpecious pre- 
texts; in fine, raſh inconfiderate treaties and en- 
gagements ſcarce ever fail to plunge kings into 
ruinous wars, in which they unneceſſarily ha- 
zard the loſs of their dominions, and do as much 
_ miſchief to themſelves as to their enemies.” Such 
were the reflections of Telemachus upon this. 
occaſion, But he was not contented with la- 
menting the fatal effects of war; he endeavoured 
alſo to alleviate: them. He viſited, in perſon, the 
fick and dying in their tents, ſupplied them 
with money and medicines, comforted and en- 
couraged them by kind foothing words ; and 
theſe whom he could not viſit in perſon, he ſent 
others to viſit, Among the Cretans who came 
with him were two old men ; one named Trau- 
maphilus, and the other Nozophugus. The for- 
mer had been at the ſiege of Troy with Idome- 
neus, and there had learned of the ſons of A ſ- 
eulapius the divine art of curing wounds. He 
poured into. the deepeſt and moſt dangerous 
wounds a fragrant liquid which conſumed the 
fungous mortified fleſh, without any neceſlity 
of making an inciſion, and quickly ſupplied its 
| Wn place 
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place with new fleſh, more ſound and beautiful 
tban the firſt. As for] Nozophugus, he never 
had ſeen the ſons of AÆAſculapius; but he had 
procured, by the help of Merion, a ſacred and 
myſterious book, which Eſculapius had left 
them. He was alſo favoured by the gods; for 
he had compoſed hymns in honour of the ſons 
of Latona, and offered every day a white ſheep 
without blemiſh to Apollo, by whom he was 
often inſpired. At firſt fight of a patient he 
knew by his eyes, by his complexion, the co- 
Jour of his ſkin, the conformation of his body, 
and his reſpiration, the cauſe of his diſtemper. 
Sometimes he preſcribed ſudoriftcs, and made it 
appear by the effects of ſweating, how much 
perſpiration facilitated: or obſtructed, relieves or 
diſorders the bodily machine; ſometimes; in con- 
fumptive caſes, he ordered certain draughts, which 
ſtrengthened by degrees the noble parts, and re- 
ſtored men to health and' vigour by ſweetening 
their blood. But, he maintained, that it was 
from a want of reſolution and virtue that men 
ſtood ſo often in need of phyfic : © It is a ſhame 
to them,” faid he, „that they ſhould have ſa 
many diſeafes ; for, if they were more fober and 
virtuous, they would alſo be more healthy. Their 
mtemperance, continued: he, converts what was 
intended for the comfort and ſupport of life, into 
& mortal poiſon. An immoderate purſuit of 
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pleaſure ſhortens the lives of men more than me- 
dicines can prolong them. The poor are more 
ſeldom ſick and out of order for want of food, 
than the rich by indulging too freely in eating 
and drinking. Thoſe diſhes that are too palate- 
able, and eaten to exceſs, produce poiſon rather 
than nouriſhment. Even remedies themſelves 
hurt, and give ſhocks to the conſtitution; and 
ſhould, therefore, never be taken, but when 
there is an abſolute neceſſity, The great me- 
dicines, ever innocent and uſeful, are ſobriety, 
moderation in the enjoyment of pleaſures, tran- 
quillity of mind, and bodily exerciſe. Thcſe 
procure pure and wholeſome blood, and throw 
off all ſuperfluous humours.“ Thus was the 
fage Nozophugus more eminent for the regimen 
he preſcribed for preventing diſeaſes, and ren- 
dering phyſic unneceſſary, chan. for the medicines 
he adminiſtered. 

Telemachus ſent theſe two men to viſit the 
ſick of the army; many of whom they cured by 
their remedies, but many more by the care theß 
tcok that they ſhould be properly nurſed aud 
tended ; ordering them. to be kept always clean, 
thereby to prevent bad air; and making them 
obſerve a. very ſtrict, ſober. regimen, when they 
began to recover. The ſoldiers were all highly 
- pleaſed with Telemachus's care and attention to 


the lick, and gave thanks to the gods for hav- 
| | ing. 
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ing ſent him to the army of the allies. © He 
is not,” ſaid they, a man, but is undoubtedly 
ſome beneficent divinity in human ſhape. At 
leaſt, if he is a man, he does not ſo much reſem- 
ble other men as he does the gods, ſeeing he is 
wholly employed in doing good. He is ſtill 
more to be admired for his humanity and good- 
nature than his valour: O if we could have 
him for our king! but the gods intend him for 
ſome more happy nation whom they love, and 
among whom they deſign to revive the golden 
age.“ Theſe praiſes Telemachus heard as he 
went in the night to viſit the different poſts and 
quarters of the camp, by way of precaution 
againſt the ſtratagems of Adraſtus, and, there- 
fore, they could not be ſuſpected of flattery, as 
thoſe which fycophants often give princes to 
their face, upon the ſuppoſition that they have 
neither modeſty nor delicacy z and, that to gain 
their favour, they need only praife them in a ful- 
ſome extravagant manner. But the ſon of U- 
lyſſes had an averſion to all ſuch praiſes; and, 
could reliſh none but ſuch as were given him in 
ſecret, and out of his hearing, and ſuch as he 
had deſerved. To theſe laſt his heart was not 
inſenſible; that pleaſure, ſo pure and genuine, 
which virtue alone can beſtow, and which the 
vicious, by never having felt it, ean neither 
conceive nor believe, he reliſhed ; but he did 
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not ſuffer himſelf to be puffed up or intoxicated 


by it, but immediately recollected the many faults 
and follies he had been guilty of; he bethought 
himſelf of his natural haughtineſs and indiffer- 
ence about others, and was ſecretly aſhamed of 
his inſenſibility, and want of ſympathy, To 
the ſage Minerva he acknowledged himſelf in- 
debted for all the glory he had acquired, with- 
out having merited it by his conduct. | 
It was you, O great goddeſs,” ſaid he, 
© who gave me Mentor to inſtruct me, and to 
correct my naturally bad temper and diſpoſition. 


It was you who gave me wiſdom to profit by 


my faults, to learn to be diffident of myſelf, and 
to reſtrain my impetuous paſſions, It was you 
who made me feel a pleaſure in comforting and 
relieving the unhappy: but for you, I ſhould 
have been hated, and deſervedly too; but for 
you, I ſhould commit irretrievable errors, and 


be like a child; who, not knowing his weak- 
neſs, quits his mother, and falls at the very firſt 


Kep he makes.” | 
Neſtor and Philoctetes were ſurpriſed to ſee 


Telemachus become ſo kind, good-natured, ſym- 


pathizing, and obliging ; ſo ready to afliſt and 
relieve others, and ſo ingenious in obviating their 


wants, They did not know how to account for 


ſuch a total change of his behaviour, But what 


ſurpriſed them ſtill more, was the care he took | | 


of 
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of Hippias's funeral; for he went himſelf, and 
brought his corſe, all bloody and disfigured, from 
where it lay under a heap of dead bodies; and, 
while he dropped a tender tear over it, exclaim- 
ed: „O illuſtrious ſhade } thou now knoweſt 


how much I eſteem thee for thy valour. It is 


true, thy haughtineſs provoked me, but thy fail- 
ings aroſe from youthful ardor, I know well 
what indulgence the errors' of that ſeaſon of life 
are entitled to : had you not fallen in the bat- 
tle, we ſhould certainly have been united by the 
bands of a fincere friendſhip. O gods ! I own 
that I alſo was to blame; why did ye fnatch 
him from me before I had time to force him, 
in ſpite of himſelf, to love me Felemachus 
then ordered the body to be waſhed with odo- 
riferous liquors, and, after that, a funeral pile 
to be got ready, The lofty pines were now heard 
groaning under the ſtrokes of the ax, and tum- 
bling down the ſides of the mountains, The 
oaks, thoſe ancient ſons of the earth, that ſeemed 
to menace heaven; the ſtately poplars, the wild 
aſh-trees, whoſe tops are ſogreen, and ſo bedeck- 
ed with a luxurianceof leaves ; and beeches, that 
are the glory of the foreſts, were cut down, and 
conveyed to the banks of the Galeſus. There 
was erected a pile that looked like a regular 
building; and, being ſet on fire, the flames 
began to appear, and a cloud of ſmoke to aſcend 

towards 
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towards heaven. The Lacedæmonians advance 
with flow, ſad ſteps, pikes reverſed, and down- 
caſt. eyes; their ' fierce; countenances exhibited 
the moſt pungent forrow,:and they ſhed floods 
of tears; then came Pherecides, an old man, 
ready to ſink, not ſo much under the weight of 
years, as of grief, that he had ſurvived Hippias, 
who had been his pupil from his infancy: his 
hands were raiſed towards heaven, and his eyes 
bathed in tears. Since the death of Hippias, he 
had refuſed all ſort of nouriſhment; nor had 
balmy ſleep once cloſed his eyes, or ſuſpended, 
for a moment, his deep diſtreſs: with feeble, 
trembling ſteps: did he follow the crowd, and 
hardly knew whither he went. Not a ſingle 
word proceeded from his mouth, for his heart 
was too full: grief and deſpair had overwbelm- 
ed him. But no ſooner did he ſee the pile ſet on 
fire, than he became quite diſtracted, and ex- 
claimed: O Hippias, Hippias 1 I ſhall ſee 
thee no more; Hippias is no more, but I am 
ſtill alive ]! O my dear Hippias, it was I, cruel 
pitileſs I, who taught you to deſpiſe death; I 
flattered myſelf with the hopes that you would 
cloſe my eyes, and catch my laſt ſigh. O cruel 
gods ! you have prolonged my life that I might 
ſee the end of that of Hippias O my dear child, 
whom 1 nurſed, and for whom I was ſo anxious; 
I ſhall ſee thee no more l but I ſhall ſee thy mo- 
4018 403 ther, 
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ther, who will not be able to bear her grief, 


and will reproach me with thy death. I ſhall 


ſee thy Foung ſpouſe beating her breaſt, and 
tearing her hair; and of all this I ſhall be the 
cauſe. O dear ſhade, call me to the banks of 
Styx, for the light is become odious to me. 
Thee alone, my dear Hippias, do I defire to ſee. 
Hippias 1 Hippias! O my dear Hippias ! it is 
only to pay my laſt duty to thy aſhes, that 1 
ſupport life.” In the mean time appeared the 
| body of young Hippias, ſtretched upon a bier; 
adorned with purple, gold, and ſilver, to be laid 
upon the pile: death, though it had extinguiſh- 
ed the luſtre of his eyes, had not been able en- 
tirely to efface his beauty; and the graces till 
faintly played upon his faded face. About his 
ſnowy neck, that reclined upon his. ſhoulder, 
hung his long black hair, more beautiful than 
that of Atys or Ganymede, though deſtined now 
to be reduced to aſhes : and in his fide was ſeen 


the deep wound through which all his blood had | 


flowed, and in conſequence of which he had 
deſcended to the gloomy realm of Pluto. 
Telemachus,. fad and ſorrowful, walked cloſe 
behind the body, ſtrewing flowers upon it all the 
way. When they were arrived at the funeral 
pile, the ſon of Ulyſſes could not ſee the flames 
catch hold of the cloth in which the body was 
n without ſhedding tears . Adieu,“ 


Ke, | ſaid 


— 
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ſaid he, magnanimous Hippias for I dare not 
call thee friend; be pacified, O ſhade, who haſt 


tnerited ſo much glory! if I did not love thee 


I ſhould envy thy happineſs; for thou art de- 
livered from the miſery to which we are ſtill ex- 
poſed, and haſt made thy eſcape in the moſt 
glorious manner. O how happy ſhould: I be, 
ſo to end my days 1 May thy ſhade find no ob- 
ſtruction from the river Styx; may the Elyſian 
fields be open to receive thee; may fame tranſ- 
mit thy name to all future ages; and may thy 
aſhes reſt in peace!“ 

Scarce had he uttered theſe words; 3 ws 
Mga with fighs, when all the army burſt 
into tears, and wept aloud, deeply affected with 
the loſs of Hippias, whoſe great actions they 
recounted. Their grief made them recollect all 
his good qualities, and overluok the faults into 
which he was mifled by the impetuoſity of youth; 
and a bad education. But they were ſtill more 
affected with the generous and affectionate be- 
haviour of Telemachus. << Is that then,” ſaid 
they, “the young Greek, ſo haughty, proud, 


. diſdainful, and headſtrong ? See how gentle, hu- 


mane, and compaſſionate be is become! With=- 
vut doubt, Minerva, who loved his father fo 
much, loves him alſo : without doubt, ſhe hath 


beſtowed upon him the moſt valuable gifts which 


the gods can confer upon men, by giving him 
: wiſdomz 
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wiſdom, and a heart ſuſceptible - of friendſhip,” 
The body being now conſumed by the flames, 
Telemachus, with his own hands, ſprinkled the : 
yet ſmoaking aſhes with-a perfumed liquor, and 
then depoſited them in a golden urn, which he 
decked with flowers; and carried to Phalantus. 
That chief was then ſo weak, and in ſo great 
danger from the many wounds he had received, 
that he had a near view of the black, diſmal 
gates of Tartarus. But Traumaphilus and No- 
zophugus having been ſent to his aſſiſtance by 
the ſon of Ulyſſes, and having given him all 
the relief which their art could afford, his ſoul, 
that was ready to take its flight, by degrees re- 
ſumed its place : a freſh ſupply of ſpirits inſen- 
ſibly invigorated his nerves z a gentle vivifying 
energy, a balſam of life diffuſed itſelf through 
every vein, even to the inmoſt receſſes of his 
heart ; and its agreeable warmth ſnatched him 

as it were from the cold arms of death. But, 
with the return of his health and ſtrength, he 
found his grief alſo return, and he began to feel 
the loſs of his brother, which the condition he 
had been in hitherto, had prevented his feeling: 
Alas,“ ſaid he, Why all theſe pains to ſave 
my life ? Should I not be happier to die, and 
follow my dear Hippias? I ſaw him fall cloſe 
by me; O Hippias ! the joy of my life, my 
brother, my dear brother, thou art no more; 
then 
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then ſhall I ſee thee no more, nor hear thee; 
nor embrace thee, nor make thee acquainted with 
my grievances ; nor adminiſter conſolation to 
thee in time of trouble. O ye gods, enemies 
to mankind | you have then taken my Hippias 
from me! is it poſſible? May it net be all a 
Yream ? No, no; it is but too true. O Hip- 
plas ! I have certainly-loſt thee, for I ſaw thee 
fall! I maſt then be content to live, at leaſt till 
1 have revenged thy death; I will ſacrifice to 
thy manes the crue] Adraſtus, ſtained with thy 
blood.” While Phalantus thus exclaimed, the 
two divine men endeavoured to affuage his grief, 
leſt it ſhould irritate his wounds, and defeat the 
effects of their medicines. In this condition 
he was, when Telemachus, all on a ſudden; 
appeared before him. Then was his heart aſ- 
| failed by two contrary paſtions 3; on one hand; 
what had paſſed between Telemachus and Hip- 
pias immediately occurred to him; and his re- 
ſentment, on that account; was whetted by his 
grief for the death of Hippias. On the other 
Hand, he could not pretend to be ignorant, that 
he owed the preſervation of his own life to Te- 
lemachus, who had delivered him all bloody, 
and half-dead from the hands of Adraſtus. Butz 
when he ſaw the golden urn, in which the aſhes 
of his dear brother were depoſited; he ſhed a 
flood of tears, embraced Telemachus, but could 
not 


OF TELEMACH US. 169 
not ſpeak; at length, however, with a weak, 
languiſhing voice, broken with ſighs, he ſaid: 
„ Worthy fon of Ulyſſes, your virtue compels 
me to love you ; to you I am indebted for what 
remains of life I yet enjoy, and for ſomething 
ſtill more dear to me. But for you, my bro- 
ther's body would have been a prey to vultures z 
but for you, he had lain unburied ; his melan- 
choly ſhade would have been wandering on 
the banks of Styx, rejected and repulſed by un- 
relenting Charon. And am I ſo much obliged 
to a man whom J hated ſo vielently ? O ye gods! 
reward him for it, and deliver me from a life 
ſo wretched, As for you, Telemachus, take 
care of my obſequies, as you did of thoſe of 
my brother, and thereby render your glory com- 
plete.” 80 ſaying, he ſunk down, quite over- 
_ whelmed with grief, Telemachus continued 
ſtanding by him, and waiting till he ſhould come 
to himſelf, before he offered to ſpeak, When 
he had recovered himſelf a little, he ſnatched the 
urn from the hands of Telemachus, and having 
kifled it ſeveral times, and watered it with his 
tears, O dear, O precious aſhes,” cried he, 
*© when ſhall mine be depoſited with them in 
this ſame urn? O ſhade of Hippias, I ſhall 
quickly follow thee to the infernal regions, and 
Telemachus will be the avenger of us both.“ 
Nevertheleſs, by the care and ſkill of the two 

Vol. II. I men 
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men who were maſters of the ſcience of Æſeu- 
lapius, Phalantus grew better and better every 
day. Telemachus always attended with the 
phyſicians, that they might exert themſelves: the 
more, to forward the cure; and the whole army 
admired the goodneſs of his heart, in thus ſuc- 
couring his greateſt enemy, more than the wiſ- 
dom and valour he had diſplayed in the battle, 
by which he had ſaved the army of the allies, 
In the mean time, he was indefatigable in the 
diſcharge of all, even the moſt laborious duties 
of a commander: his fleep was ſcanty, and even 
that was often intetrupted, either by the advices 
he received every hour of the night, as well. as 
day, or by viſiting the different quarters of 
the camp, which he never did twice ſucceſlively 
at the ſame hour, the better to ſurpriſe thoſe 
who neglected their duty. He often returned to 
his tent all over ſweat and duſt; his diet was 
very plain, and he lived in all reſpects as the 
common ſoldiers, in order to ſet them an ex- 
ample of ſobriety and patience. - And, as the 
camp was but indifferently ſupplied with provi- 
ſions, he thought his ſubmitting voluntarily to 
the ſame hardſhips and inconveniencies as they 
ſuffered, might contribute to filence the mur- 
murs of the ſoldiers, His body, far from be- 
ing weakened by ſuch an aQtive, laborious life, 
became ſtronger and hacdiet every day: thoſe ten- 

| | der, 
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der, delicate graces, that are, as it were, the 
flowers and bloſſoms of the ſpring of life, began 
to difappear : his complexion grew browner and 


more manly, and his limbs more nervous and 
elaſtic. | 


THE END OF THE BEVENTEENTH BOOK. 
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B O OK XVIII. 
T HE ARGUMENT. 
Telemachus, fully convinced by ſeveral dreams that 
he had, that his father was no longer upon earth, 
puts in execution the deſign he had formed of g0- 
ing in queſt of him to the infernal regions. He 
privately withdraws from the camp, attended by 
#wo Cretans, as far as a temple, near the fa- 
mous cavern of Acheruntia ; through which he | 
paſſes in the dar; arrives upon the banks of 
Styx, and is taken by Charon into his boat, He 
then goes and prefents himſelf before Pluto, whom 
Be finds diſpoſed to let him proceed in queſt of his 
father ; in conſequence of whith he traverſes Tar- 
- garus, aud is a ſpectator of the torments which 
the ungrateful, hypocritical, and perjured, but 
eſpecially bad kings, are doomed to ſuffer, 


ADRASTUS, whoſe troops had ſuffered. 
conſiderably in the engagement, had with- 
drawn 
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* behind the mountain Aulon, to wait for 
new reinforcements, and watch an opportunity 
of furpriſing his enemies once more. He reſem- 
bled a famiſhed lion, who, having been driven 
from a ſheep- fold, returns to the gloomy foreſts, | 
and-enters his den, where he whets his teeth and : 
claws, and waits for a favourable opportunity | 
to deſtroy all the flocks. Telemachus, having 
taken care to eſtabliſh. a, ſtrict diſcipline in the 
camp, turned all bis thoughts towards the exe- 
cuting a deſign he had formed, but had com- 
municated to none of the chiefs of the army. He 
had, for a conſiderable time, been greatly diſ- 
turbed every night with dreams, in which his 
father Ulyſſes appeared to him. That dear i image 
preſented itſelf always towards the end of the 
night, before Aurora came with her ealy rays 
to. drive from heaven the roving ſtars, and ba- 
uiſh balmy ſleep, with her train of fluttering 
dreams. Sometimes he fancied he ſaw Ulyſſes 
naked in a meadow, dedecked with flowers, upon 
the banks of a river, in a pleaſant iſland, en- 
compaſſed with nymphs, who threw him gar- 
ments to cover his nakedneſs. Sometimes he 
imagined he heard him ſpeaking in a palace, 
glittering all over with, gold and ivory, where 
men, crowned with flowers, liſtened to him with 
pleaſure and admiration. Oftentimes he appeared 
to him all. on a ſudden, at a feaſt, where mirth 
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and pleaſure reigned, and where the ſweet me- 
lody of a voice accompanied a lyre more raviſh- 
ing than that of Apollo, or the voices of the 
Muſes, But theſe agreeable dreams ſerved only 
to make Telemachus melancholy when he wak- 
ed, O my father ! O my dear father Ulyſſes !” 
would he exclaim : * the moſt frightful dreams 
would be more welcome to me. By theſe images 
of felicity, I perceive that you are gone to the 
place of happy ſouls, where the gods, to reward 
their virtues, beſtow upon them eternal tran- 
quillity, Methinks T ſee the Elyſian fields. O 
what a grief it is that I can hope for no more ! 
What! O my dear father ! then I ſhall ſee you 
no more I never more embrace him who loved 
me ſo tenderly, and whom I undergo ſuch la- 
bour and hardſhip to find ! never more hear that 
voice which ſpoke ſo wiſely! never more kifs 
thoſe hands, thoſe dear hands, thoſe victorious 
hands, that bave overthrown ſuch a multitude of 
enemies ! but they will not now take vengeance 
on the preſumptuous lovers of Penelope; nor 


will Ithaca ever emerge from ruin. O ye gods, 


enemies to my father! ye ſend me theſe fatal 
dreams to deprive me of all hope, which is, in 
effect, depriving me of life. No, I cannot live 
any longer in this uncertainfy, But what do I 


ſay ! alas! I am but too certain that my father 


is no more ; but I will go down to the infernal 
regions 
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regions in queſt of him. Thither Theſeus deſ- 
cended in ſafety, the audacious, impious The- 
ſeus, who would have inſulted the infernal dei- 
ties; whereas I go conducted by filial duty. 
Hercules alſo deſcended thither : I, indeed, am 
not Hercules; but it is glorious to attempt to 
imitate him. Orpheus, by the recital of his mis- 
fortunes, moved the pity of that god, who is 
repreſented as inexorable, and prevailed upon 
him to let Eurydice return to life: I am more 
worthy of compaſſion than Orpheus, as my loſs 
is greater ; for, who can compare a young wo- 
man, equalled by ſo many others, with the ſage. 
Ulyſſes, admired by all Greece, Come, I will 
venture; if I muſt, let me die. What folly to 
be afraid of death, when life is ſo full of trou- 
ble ! O Pluto! O Proſerpine ! I ſhall ſoon ſee 
whether you are as void of pity as you are repre- 
ſented. O my father ! after having traverſed in 

vain both ſea and land in queſt of you, I am 
coming to ſee whether you may not be in the 
diſmal manſions of the dead. If the gods refufe 
to let me ſee you upon earth, and enjoying the 
light of the ſun, perhaps they will not refuſe _ 
me the ſight of your ſhade in the realm of night.” 
So ſaying, Telemachus watered his couch with 
his tears : then he aroſe, and tried by the light 
to aſſwage the violent uneaſineſs which theſe 
dreams had occaſioned. But it was an arrow 


14 which 
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which had pierced his heart, and which he car- 
ried every where about with him. He reſolved, 
therefore, to attempt to find his way to the in- 
fernal regions, at a celebrated place, not far from 
the camp, called Acheruntia, where was a fright- 
ful cavern, through. which a pafiage opened to 
the banks of Acheron, that river, by which the 
gods themſelves are afraid to ſwear. The city 
Rood upon the ſummit of a rock, like a neſt in 
the top of a tree, and, at the bottom of the rock, 
was the cavern, which timorous mortals durſt 
not venture to approach, The ſhepherds took 
care to keep their flocks at a diſtance ; for the 
air was infected by the ſulphureous. ſteam that 
aroſe perpetually through the cavern. from the 
Stygian lake, In the neighbourhood, neither 
graſs nor flowers would-grow. :. there the gentle 
zephyrs never fanned the air; nor were the 
beauties of the ſpring, or the rich fruits of au- 
tumn, ever ſeen. The ground was quite parched 
and blaſted, and the only vegetables that ap- 
peared upon it, were ſome naked withered ſhrubs, 
and diſmal cypreſſes. To a conſiderable diſ- 
tance all around, Ceres refuſed her golden grain 
to the labours of the huſbandman, and Bacchus 
ſeemed to produce his delicious fruit in vain, far 
the grapes, inſtead of ripening, were ſoon ſhrunk | 
and ſhrivelled. Nor did the drooping Naiads 
pour forth the ſweet tranſparent ſtream ; the 
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waters were always bitter and muddy”: no birds. 
were ever heard to ſing in this forlorn country, 
over-run with briars and thorns, and deſtitute 
of groves for their retreat; they choſe a more 
happy climate, where they could with pleaſure 
warble their amorous lays. Nothing there was 
heard but the croaking of ravens, and the diſ- 
mal hooting of owls.. The very oraſs was bit- 
ter; ſo that the flocks that fed upon it never 
throve, nor felt that pleaſing ſenſation that makes. 
them friſk along the plain. There the bull ne- 
ver wooed the heifer, and the melancholy, de- 
jected ſwains never thought of the flute or oaten 
pipe. From time to time there iſſued from the 
cavern a black thick ſmoke, that formed an ar- 
tificial night, even in the middle of the day. 
The people in the neighbourhood were then dou- 
bly diligent in offering ſacrifices to pacity 
the infernal deities : but, oftentimes the hu- 
man ſpecies, in the flower of their youth, 
and even, in their tender years, were, the only 
victims which thoſe cruel divinities took 
pleaſure in. deſtroying, by a fatal contagion. 
There it was that Telemachus reſolved to ſeek 
a paſſage to the gloomy realm of Pluto. Mi- | 
nerya, who continually watched over, and co- 
vered him with her egis, had pre- diſpoſed Pluto 
to receive him favourably: even Jupiter, at the 
requeſt of Pallas, had ordered Mercury, who deſ- 
cends every day into the inſe rnal regions to 
15 deliver 
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deliver over to Charon a certain number of 
ghoſts, to tell the monarch of the dead, that he 
deſired he ſhould let the ſon of Ulyſſes paſs un- 
moleſted into his dominions, Telemachus ſe- 
eretly withdrew from the camp in the night, and 
proceeded. by moon- light, invoking that power- 
ful divinity, which in heaven is the bright lu- 
minary of the night, on earth the chaſte Dia- 
na, and in the regions below the terrible He- 
cate, That goddeſs was propitious to his pray- 
ers, becauſe his heart was pure, and becauſe he 
was actuated by the filial duty which a ſon owes- 
his father. He had, as ſoon as he approached 
the entrance of the cavern, heard the bellowing 
of the ſubterranean empire, while the ground 
ſhook under him, and heaven ſeemed all in a 
blaze with the lightning that darted to the earth. 
The heart of the young fon of Ulyſſes now be- 
gan to be alarmed, and his body was covered 
all over with a cold ſweat ; yet his courage did 
not quite forlake him, while he lifted his hands 
and eyes to heaven, and exclaimed: Great 
gods I thankfully accept of theſe preſages, 
which 1 look upon as happy; proceed as you 
have begun, till you have finiſhed your work.” 
Having uttered this ejaculation, he advanced 
boldly, and with a quick pace, to the mouth of 
the cave. The thick ſmoke, that proved fatal to. 
all animals which ventured to approach the en- 
trance, 
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trance, immediately diſperſed ; and the poiſon- 
ous ſmell was ſuſpended for a little. Telema- 
chus entered all alone; for what other mortal 
would have dared to follow him? Two Cretans, 
to whom he had communicated his deſign, and 
who had accompanied him to a certain diſtance 
from the cavern, were now in a temple, a good 
way off, half dead, and trembling for fear, put- 
ting up vows, and never expecting to ſee Tele- 
machus again. The ſon of Ulyſſes in the mean 
time, ſword in hand, enters the dark, horrible 
cavern : he foon perceives a dull, feeble light, 
ſuch as appears upon earth in the night ; and at 
the ſame time obſerves a multitude of flitting 
ghoſts hovering about him, which he drives away 
with his ſword. He then deſcries the melan- 
choly banks of the Stygian flood, whoſe thick 
keavy waters hardly ſeem to move: upon the 
hither bank he found an infinite crowd of the 
ſhades of thoſe who had not been buried, and 
who preſented themfelves to the pitilefs Charon 
in vain, in order to be ferried over. That god, 
who is eternally old, churliſh, and moroſe, but 
vigorous, threatened them, and drove them away, 
but admitted the young Greek into his boat. 
Upon his ſtepping into it, hearing the groans 
of a ghoſt that ſeemed inconſolable, he thus ad bs 
dreſſed it: Whence does your heavy grief ariſe ? 
What was you when alive, and upon earth ?” 


I 6 « I was,” 


ſ 
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39 


<« I was,” replied the ghoſt, © Nabopharzan, 
king of the proud Babylon : all the nations of 
the Eaſt trembled at the very mention of my 
name; I built a temple of marble, in which I 
made the Babylonians pay me divine worſhip, 
and burn, day and night, the moſt coſtly per- 
fumes of Æthiopia before my ſtatue, which was 
of maſſy gold; none durſt preſume to contradict 
me, without being immediately puniſhed, Every 
day were new pleaſures and amuſements invent- 
ed, to render my life more agreeable ; I was ſtill 
young and robuſt, Alas! what pleaſure I ſtill 
might have enjoyed upon the throne ! but a wo- 
man, of whom I was enamoured, though. ſhe 
loved not me, ſoon made me ſenſible that I was 
not a god. She took me off by poiſon, and IL 
am now no more : yeſterday my aſhes were de- 
poſited with great pomp in a golden urn; and 
there was great lamentation and. tearing of hair; 
nay, they even made a ſhew of throwing them- 
ſelves into the flames of my funeral pile, in order 
to be conſumed with me; and to-day they in- 
tend to ſet up an howling and crying at the foot 
of a ſuberb monument they have erected for my 
aſhes. Yet nobody, in reality, regrets me: even 
in my own family, my memory is execrated; 
and here below I am already ſubjected to ks 
moſt horrible mortifications.“ 


Tele- 


OF TELEMACHUS. 187 


Telemachus, who ſympathized with him in 
his ſufferings, queſtioned him thus: Was you 
really happy during your reign? Did you feel 
that ſweet tranquillity, without which the heart 
is always uneaſy and diſſatisfied in the midſt of 
mirth and pleaſure ?” “ No,” rephed the Baby- 
lonian ; “ ſo far from it, I do not even under- 
ſtand what you mean. The ſages extol that 
tranquillity as the only real good; but, as for 

me, I never felt it: my heart was perpetually 
agitated by new deſires, by hope and fear. 1 
endeavoured to render it callous and inſenſible by 
continual diffipation and amuſement, and to 
perpetuate, if poſſible, the intoxication ; for the 
leaft intruſion of reaſon, or calm ſerious reflexion, 
would have been too painful. Such was the 
tranquillity I enjoyed; any other appeared to 
me but a chimera ; and ſuch is the happineſs I . 
now regret,” 9So ſaying, the Babylonian| wept. 
like a weak, effeminate prince, debauched by 
proſperity; who, by never having experienced 
adverſity, was incapable of ſupporting it with 
fortitude and reſolution. He had about him 
ſome ſlaves, whom they had put to death in ho- 
nour of his funeral ; and whom Mercury had 
conſigned over to Charon, together with the 
king, giving them an abſolute power over him, 
whoſe flaves they had been upon earth. The 
ghoſts of the ſlaves, therefore, no longer ſtood in 

awe 
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awe of that of Nabopharzan, but held it in 
chains, and inſulted it in the moſt crue] man“ 
ner. Are not we men, as well as you?” 
faid one of them: How could you be ſuch a 
fool, as to fancy yourſelf a god ; or forget that 
you was any thing more than a be. man ?“ 
Another, with a ſneer, told him: „ Y Was 
in the right to be unwilling to paſs for a man; 
for you really was a monſter, void of humanity.” 
Another exclaimed : « Well, where are now 
your flatterers ? Unhappy wretch ! nothing have 
you now to give, nor can you do any harm : 
you are even become the ſlave of your ſlaves. 
The gods are flow in rendering to men according 
to their deſerts, but they never fail to do juſfice 
_ at laſt.” At theſe mortifying, harſh words, 
Nabopharzan threw himſelf upon his face to the 
ground, tearing his hair in a tranſport of rage 
and deſpair. But Charon faid to the ſlaves ; 
« Pull him by the chain, and lift him up, he 
ſhall not even have the conſolation of eoncealing 
his ſhame, and all the ghoſts of Styx muſt be 
witneſſes of it ; that the gods may be juſtified: 
for having ſuffered this impious man to reign: 
ſo long upon earth. This, O Babylonian, is 
but the beginning of your woe; you will ſoon 
be called to account by Minos, the impartial 
judge of the dead.” While the terrible Charon 
_—_ thus, the boat reached the bank that 


bounded 
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bounded the empire of Pluto, Immediately alk 
the ghoſts came flocking to ſee the living man, 
that appeared in the boat among the dead: but 
as ſoon as Telemachus ſet foot on land, they all 
vaniſhed, like the ſhades of the night at the firſt 
approach of day. Charon, with a. forehead leſs: 
wrinkled, and eyes leſs fierce and glaring than 
ordinary, ſaid to the young Greek : Mortal, 
beloved by the gods ! fince you are permitted to- 
enter the realm of night, inacceſſible to other 
men, while alive, proceed without delay whither 
your deſtiny calls you; that gloomy path will 
lead you to the palice of Pluto, whom you. will 
find ſeated upon his throne, and who will indulge 
you with leave to viſit thoſe places, with the ſe- 
crets of which I am not at liberty to acquaint 
you,” Telemachus immediately advaneed with 
eager fteps, and beheld, fluttering all around 
him, the ghoſts more numerous than the ſands: 
upon the ſea-ſhore, which, together with the 
profound ſilence that reigned in thoſe vaſt dreary 
regions, ſtruck him with a divine awe and hor= 
ror. His hair ſtood an end as he drew near to 
the difmal abode of the pitileſs Pluto, and his 
knees trembled under him, ſo that it was with 
difficulty he could pronounce theſe words as he 
approached the god: You ſee, O tremendous 
god, the ſon of the unhappy Ulyſſes; I am come 
to enquire of you, if my father hath yet deſcended 
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to your empire, or if he is ſtill wandering about! 
upon-earth ?”. Pluto was ſeated upon a throne of. 
ebony, with, a- countenance pale and ſtern, eyes. 
hollow: and ſparkling, and a forehead furrowed and. 
frowning,: the ſight of a living man was offen- 
five to him, as light is to the eyes of thoſe ani- 
mals, who never appear abroad but in the night. 
By his ſide ſat Proſerpine, who ſingly watched 
his looks, and ſeemed a little to ſoften his 
heart: ſhe poſſeſſed unfading charms; but there 
was ſomething of the auſterity and cruelty of. 
her huſband blended with theſe her divine graces. 
At the foot of the throne was pale devouring 
Death, whetting, inceſſantly, his keen reſiſtleſs 
ſeythe; about him flew- black Care, cruel Jea- 
louſy ; Revenge, all dropping with blood, and co- 
vered with wounds; unjuſt Hatred, and Avarice. 
that preys upon itſelf; Diſpair, that tears itſelf. 
with its own hands; mad Ambition, that over- 
turns each; object in its way ;. Treachery, that 
thirſts for blood, and: cannot enjoy the miſchief it 
hath done; Envy, which ſcatters its mortal poi- 
ſon all around, and is tranſported with. rage at 
its inability to do miſchief ; Impiety, which digs 
for, itſelf a bottomleſs pit, into which it plunges 
without hope; hideous ſpeCtres; phantoms, 
which repreſent the dead. to terrify the living; 
| frightivl. dreams, and watchings till more irk- 
ſome ; a theſe horrid images ſurrounded grim 

| el Pluto,, 
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Pluto, and ſwarmed all over his palace. With 
a hollow voice, which echoed through the 


dark profound of Erebus, he thus replied to Te · 


lemachus: * Young mortal, deſtiny bath im- 


pelled thee to violate this ſacred aſylum of the 
dead; go then, and fulfil thy -towering, fate: 1 


ſhall not tell thee where thy father is; it 4s 
enough thou art at liberty to ſearch for him: 
as he reigned a king on earth, thou needeſt only 
traverſe, on one hand, that part of the gloomy 
Tartarus where wicked kings are puniſhed ; and 
on the other, the Elyſian fields where virtuous 
monarchs are rewarded: but thou can'ſt not 


go from hence to the Elyſian fields without 


paſſing through Tartarus: thither make the beſt 
of thy way, and quit my empire with all con- 
venient diſpatch. That inſtant Telemachus 


ſeemed to fly through thoſe vaſt empty ſpaces, ſo 


impatient was he to know if his father was Kill 
alive, and to fly from the preſence of that hor- 


rible tyrant, who is the terror both of the dead | 


and the living, In a ſhort time, he perceived 
that he was upon the confines of gloomy. Tar- 
tarus, whence iſſued a diſmal thick ſmoke, the 
poiſonous ſtench of which would be mortal, was 
it to reach the living. Under the ſmoke was a 
river and whirlpools of fire, which made a noiſe 
like that of the moſt impetuous torrents, when 
they ruſh from the top of very high rocks into 
gulphs 


| 
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gulphs below, ſo that nothing could be arms 


diſtinctly in theſe diſmal regions. 


Telemachus, ſecretly animated by "TINY 
with undaunted ſteps traverſes this dreadful 


place: there he firſt obſerved a great number of 


men, who had been confined to the loweſt ſta- | 
tions of life, and were now puniſhed for having 
endeavoured to acquire wealth by fraud, trea- 


chery, and cruelty. There too he ſaw a great 
many of thoſe impious hypocrites, who had pre- 


tended to love religion, but in reality made uſe of 
it only as a plauſible pretext to gratify their am- 
bition, and impoſe upon the ſimple and credu- 


. Jous: theſe, as having profaned and vilified 


even virtue itſelf, though the nobleſt gift that the 


gods can beſtow, were punifhed as the moſt 
abandoned of alt men: neither children who 


had made away with their fathers and mothers, 


nor wives who had imbrued their hands in the 
blood of their huſbands, nor traitors who had 
betrayed their country and violated every oath, 


were doomed to ſuffer ſuch tortures as they: ſo 
the three infernal judges would have it ; and their 


reaſon for it was this; hypocrites, not ſatisfied 
with being wicked as other bad men, muſt needs 
paſs for good, and by their falſe pretences to 
virtue diſcredit what is really ſuch, The gods, 
whom they made light of, and whom they ren- 


gered contemptible in the eyes of men, with 


pleaſure 
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pleaſure employ their whole power to puniſh the 
inſult offered to their divinity, Not far from 


them appeared other men, whom the vulgar do 
not look upon as very guilty, but whom the di- 


vine vengeance, notwithſtanding, purſues with- 


out mercy ; and theſe are the ungrateful, liars, 
flatterers, who praiſed and extolled vice, and the 
cenſorious, who maliciouſly endeavoured to tar- 
niſh the pureſt virtue: finally, thoſe, who raſh- 
ly judged of things, without being thoroughly 
apprized of them, and thereby hurt the reputa- 
tion of the innocent. Of all the different ſpe- 
cies of ingratitude, that which regards the gods 
was puniſhed as the blackeſt. What, ſaid 
Minos, ſhall men be accounted monſters who are 
ungrateful to their parents or friends, to whom 
they owe ſome few obligations, and yet glory in 
being ungrateful to the gods, from whom they 
derive life, and all the adyantages attending it? 
Are not men more indebted to them for their ex- 
iſtence than to their parents? The more crimes 
are overlooked, and the more venial they appear 
upon earth, the more rigorous and implacable is 
the vengeance that awaits them in the regions be- 
low.” 
ting, and paſſing a ſentence of condemnation 
upon a man, ventured to aſk them what his 
erimes were: immediately the convict took up 
the queſtion, and exclaimed ; ** I never did any 

| : thing 


Telemachus, ſeeing the three judges ſit- 
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thing amiſs; nay, it was my delight to do good 5 
I was magnificent, liberal, juſt, and com- 
paſſionate ; what then can be laid to my charge? 
To this defence Minos made anſwer : «We do 


not charge you with any thing amiſs in regard 
to men : but, was not you more indebted to the 
gods than to men? What then is that juſtice 
which you boaſt of? With reſpect to men, you 


have acquitted yourſelf well; but men, com- 
pared to the gods, are as nothing, You have 
been virtuous z but then you charged all. your 
virtue to your own account, and not to the gods, 


whoſe gift it was; for you practiſed. it only for 
the reputation and advantage of it, and would not 


own yourſelf beholden to any ſuperior being for 
it, or any thing elſe. The only divinity you 


adored was yourſelf: but the gods, who made 


every thing, and for themſelves too, will not part 


with their rights; as you forgot them while on 


earth, they will now forget you; they will now 


leave you to yourſelf, as you, when alive, 


ſtudied to pleaſe yourſelf, only, and not them. 


Find now, if you can, your conſolation in your 


own heart; for now are you for ever ſeparated 


from men, to whom you ſtudied to recommend 
yourſelf, and arc alone, with the idol, you wor- 
ſhipped, that. is yourlelf, Know, there is no- 


rue virtue, without love and reverence for the 


gods, to whom men are indebted for their all. 


Now, 
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Now, will your falſe virtue, with which you 
dazz led the eyes of men, eaſy to be deceived, be 
unmaſked and expoſed. « Men judge of vice and 
virtue only as they coincide, or not, with their 
taſte and intereſt, and are blind with reſpect to both. 
But here a divine light diſcovers the error of their 


ſuperficial judgment; for thoſe whom they ad- 


mired, are often condemned; - and thoſe whom 
they condemned, acquitted and juſtified,” By 
theſe words, the philoſopher was ſtruck as with 
a thunder-bolt: the ſelf-complacency with 


which he formerly contemplated his o.n mode- 


ration, fortitude, and generous inclinations, was 
now changed 'into deſpair; and the view of his 
own heart, at enmity with the gods, became a 
puniſhment to him. He fees himſelf, and can- 


not avoid it; he ſees the futility of the judg- 


ments of men, whoſe applauſe and admirations 
he aimed at in all his actions. A total revolu- 
tion takes place within him, as if his heart Was 
turned upſide down: he finds himſelf no longer 
the ſame perſon; ; and his thoughts can no longer 
yield him any conſolation. His conſeience, 
whoſe teſtimony was before ſo ſoothing and 
agreeable, now riſes up againſt him, and bitterly 
reproaches him with the falſity and futility of all 
his virtues, which had not the honour of the 
gods for their motive and end. He' is quite con- 
A diſtracted, and overwhelmed with'ſhame, 


remorſe, 
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remorſe, and deſpair. He was not tormented by- 
the Furies, becauſe they thought it enough. to 
have delivered him over to himſelf, and to let 
his own heart take vengeance on him, for his 
contempt of the Gods. Though he cannot 
withdraw from his own conſcience, yet, to hide 
himſelf from the reſt of the dead, he ſeeks the 
moſt gloomy places; he ſeeks darkneſs, but 
cannot find it : an odious intruding light. pur- 
ſues him every where; the piercing rays of truth 
pervades his moſt fecret haunts,. to puniſh him 
for neglecting it when on earth. Whatever he 
loved then, is now become hateful to him, as 
being the occaſion of his ſufferings, which will 
never end. He often ſays to himſelf: O 
fool ! it appears then, that thou neither knew- 
eſt the gods, nor mankind, nor thyſelf! No, I 
knew nothing, fince I never loved the only true 
good; ſo that every ſtep I took, I departed ſo far 
from the true way: my wiſdom was but folly ; 
my virtue, but a blind impious pride: in fine, 

I was the dupe of my own vanity.” ' 
Laſtly, Telemachus perceived the kings who 
were condemned for having abuſed their power, 
On one hand, an avenging Fury preſented to them 
a mirrour, that reflected their vices in all their 
deformity. There, in ſpite of themſelves, they 
beheld their exceſſive vanity that greedily ſwal- 
lowed the moſt groſs and fulſome fattery z their 
obdu- 
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vbduracy towards mankind, whoſe happineſs it 
was their duty to promote; their inſenſibility 
with regard to virtue; their dread of hearing the 
truth; their partiality to worthleſs men and flat- 

terers; their diſſipation, ſloth, and indolence; 
their miſplaced diſtruſt; their pomp and oſten- 
tation; their boundleſs magnificence, ſupported 
by oppreſſion and the ruin of their people; and 


their ambition of purchaſing a little glory by the 


blood of their ſubjects: in ſine, their cruelty in 
ſeeking every day new pleaſures, amidſt the 
tears and diſtreſſes of ſo many miſerable wretches. 
In this mirrour they eternally beheld themſelves, 
and found they were more frightful monſters 
than the Chimera vanquiſhed by Bellerophon; 
the Hydra of Lerna, deſtroyed by Hercules; or 
even Cerberus, though he vomits from his 
three wide extended mouths a black venomous 
difcharge, enough to poiſon the whole race of 
mortals on the face of the earth. At the ſame 
time, a ſecond Fury, on the other ſide, inſulting- 
ly repeated to them all the praiſes which flat- 
terers had beſtowed upon them during their lives; 
preſenting alſo another mirrour, in which they 
ſaw themſelves as they had been repreſented by 
adulation : the contraſt of theſe two mirrours 
ſerved to puniſh their vanity, He obſerved, that 
amongſt theſe kings, the moſt worthleſs were 
theſe, who had received the moſt extravagant 
| praiſes 
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praiſes during their lives, becauſe the wicked are 
more dreaded than the good, and are not. 
aſhamed to expect to be flattered by the poets and 
orators of their time, in the moſt abject man- 
ner, RS 1 

They were heard groaning amidſt theſe diſ- 
mal ſhades, where they could ſee nothing but 
what ſerved to inſult and deride them: every 
thing around them diſguſts, ſhocks, and con- 
founds them; whereas, on earth, they ſported 
with the lives of men, and pretended that they 
were made only for their pleaſuray, In Tartarus 
they are ſubjected to all the caprices of certain 
flaves, who make them feel, in their turn, the 
whole weight of ſervitude; and though to be 


ſlaves is extremely grievous and mortifying to 


them, yet have they not the leaſt glimpſe of 
hope that they ſball ever be able to make their 
condition more ſupportable. Under the ſtripes 
of theſe ſlaves, now become the moſt mercileſs 
tyrants, they groan like the anvil under the 
ftrokes of the hammers of the Cyclops, when 
Vulcan urges them to work in the flaming fur- 
naces of mount Etna, There Telemachus 
perceived pale, ' hideous, melancholy viſages ; 
melancholy occaſtened by the cruel remorſe that 
preys upon the criminals who abhor themſelves, 
and can no more diſpel that horror than they can 
diveſt themſelves of their very nature, There 

1s 
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is no need of any other puniſhment; of their miſ- 
deeds, than the miſdeeds themſelves, which they 
ſee inceſlantly in all their enormity, and which 


preſent themſelves to them, and. purſue them like 
hideous ſpectres. To ſecure themſelves from 
them, they wiſh for a death ſtill more powerful, 
than that which ſeparated them from their bo- 
dies, and, in their deſpair, implore the aſſiſtance 


of ſuch a death, as would extinguiſh in them 
every thought and perception. They call to 


the abyſs to ſwallow them up, and deliver them 
from the avenging light of truth, that {till pur- 


ſues them ; but they are, doomed to a flow ven- 


geance, that diſtils upon them drop. by drop, and. 
will never be exhauſted. The truth, which 
they were afraid to ſee, is now become: their 
executioner : they ſee it, and it alone, riſing up 
againſt them; and the fight of it enrages, diſ- 
tracts, and confounds them. Like lightning, 
without deſtroying any thing outwardly, it pe- 
netrates to the inmoſt bowels. As metal in a 
flaming furnace, the ſoul is, as it were, melted 


by that avenging fire; which, thoug! it deſtroys. 


the conliſtence, yet conſumes. not the ſubſtance z, 
and though the very firſt principles of life are diſ- 
ſolved, yet death does not enſue. | They are, 
as it were, torn from themſelves, and, they can 


find neither conſolation nor repoſe; for a ſingle. 
| inftant, ſeeming to live only as actuated by the 
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rage with which they are tranſported againſt 
themſelves, and by the extinction of hope which 
drives them to deſpair, Among the objects which 
made his hair ſtand on end, Telemachus per- 
- ceived divers ancient Kin of Lydia, who, in- 
ſtead of labouring for the eaſe and happineſs of 
their people, which is the indiſpenſible duty of 
ſovereigns, gave themſelves up to the pleaſures 
of a ſoft effeminate life, Theſe monarchs were 
continually reproaching each other with their 
blindneſs. One of them ſaid to another, who 
had been his ſon: „Did not I often charge you 
in my old age, and upon my death-bed, to re- 
pair the evils that my negligence had occaſion- 
ed?” 4 Ah, wretched father,” replied the ſon, 
& it is you who have ruined me; it was your 
example that taught me pride, oftentation, vo- 
luptuouſneſs, and inhumanity. By ſeeing you, 
when king, indulge ſuch effeminacy, and have 
ſo many flatterers about you, I came by degrees 
to love pleaſure and adulation. I thought other 
men were, in reſpect of kings, what beaſts of 
burden are in reſpect of men-; that is to ſay, 
animals, of which no account is made, but ſo 
far as they contribute to their advantage or con- 
venience. This I believed, and that was ow- 
ing to yeu; and now I am doomed to ſuch pains 
for having followed your example.” To theſe 
reproaches they added the moſt dreadful impre- 
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cations, and ſcemed ready, from the exceſs of 
their rage, to tear one another in pieces, About 


kings too were ſeen flitting, like owls in 


the night, cruel jealouſies, vain alarms, and diſ- 
truſts, which give the people their revenge for 
the hard-heartedneſs of their kings, inſatiable 
avarice, falſe glory, which is always accompa- 


nied with tyranny, and unmanly floth, which 


doubles every evil that befals us, -and can yield 


no ſolid pleaſure, Of theſe kings too, divers 


were puniſhed, not for the ill they had done, 
but for negleCting to do the good they might 
have done, All the crimes that are occaſioned 
by a remiſſneſs in executing the law, and ſuf= 
fering it to be violated with impunity, were 


charged to the account of the kings, whoſe du- 


ty it is to cauſe them to be obſerved and exe- 
cuted, To them too were imputed all the diſ- 
orders that ariſe from pomp and luxury, and 
other exceſſes, which tempt men to commit acts 
of violence, and break the laws, in order to ac- 
quire wealth, But thoſe kings in particular | 
were puniſhed with rigour, who, inſtead of act- 

ing the part of good and watchful ſhepherds to 


their flocks, thought of nothing but fleecing 


them, like ravenous wolves. But what amazed 
Telemachus moſt, was to ſee in this abyſs of 
darkneſs and miſery, a great number of kings, 
Who, though they were accounted tolerably good, 
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when on earth, had been condemned to the 
pains of Tartarus, for having ſuffered themſelves 
to be governed by artful wicked men. Theſe 
were puniſhed for all the enormities that had 
been committed under the ſanction of their au- 
thority. The greater part of theſe kings had 
been neither good nor bad, ſuch was their weak- 
neſs or imbecility. They never had been afraid 
of not knowing the truth; never had diſcovered 
any reliſh for virtue, nor taken the leaſt plea- 
ſure in doing good. 


THE END OF THE EIGHTEINTH BOOK, 


THE 
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BOOK XXX. 
THE ARGUMEN x. 


Telemachus enters the Elyſian fields, where be is 
knawn by Arceſius his grandfather, who aſſures 
him that his father Ulyſſes is till alive ; that he 


will ſee him again in Ithaca, and reign there 


after him. Arceſius gives him an account of 
the happineſs which the fouls of the juſt enjoy, 
eſpecially of good kings, who, during their lives, 
have ſerved the gods, and fludied to promote the 
welfare of their people, He lets him know that 
the heroes, who excelled only in the art of war, 
are ſeparated from the others, and leſs happy. 


He then takes ſome pains to inſtruct Telemachus, 


wha immediately after ſets out, and makes the 
beſt of his way for the camp of the allies, 


HEN Telemachus quitted theſe diſ- 
mal places, he found himſelf eafed and 
diſencumbered ; as if a mountain had been taken 
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off his ſhoulders, From which ſenſation, he 
perceived how wretched was the lot of thoſe 
who were confined to. them, without hope of 
ever getting away; and it greatly affected him 
to ſee, how. much more rigorouſly kings were 
| puniſhed, than other bad men. What !” ſaid 
he, ſo many duties, dangers, and ſnares; fo 
many difficulties to ſurmount, to come at the 
truth, and to guard againſt others, as well as 
one's own ſelf ! and laſtly, ſuch horrible woes 
after death in the regions below, after having 
been ſo envied, harraſſed, and plagued in a ſhort 
life!] O the madneſs, to defire to be a king ! 
happy he who is ſatisfied with a quiet private 
life, in which the practice of virtue is leſs dif- 
ficult !”” theſe reflections filled him with inter- 
nal diſquiet. He ſhuddered with fear and con- 
ſternation, by which he felt ſomething of the 
, deſpair of thoſe unhappy ghoſts he had juſt 
quitted: but, in proportion as he moved far- 
ther off from that melancholy abode of darkneſs, 
horror, and deſpair, his ſpirits began gradually 
to revive : he breathed more freely, and had a 
diſtant glimpſe of that pure, delicious light that 
ſhines in the retreat of heroes, There was the 
habitation of all thoſe good kings who had till 
then ruled over mankind, ſeparated from the 
reſt of the righteous, As in Tartarus, wicked 
princes were doomed to a puniſhment infinitely 

more 
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more rigorous than that of other bad men in 
private life; ſo on the other hand, good kings 
enjoyed in the Elyſian fields a happineſs infinitely 
ſuperior to that of other good men. Telema- 
chus now advancing towards theſe kings, found 
them repoſing in fragrant bowers, on beds of 
turf, adorned with ever-ſpringing flowers, and 
never fading verdure, A thouſand pure tranſ- 
parent ſtreamlets watered theſe charming meads, 
producing a delicious coolneſs ; among which a 
thouſand little rivulets played, while an infinite 
number of birds warbled their ſweet notes in the 
groves, All at once were ſeen together the 
flowers of ſpring freſh blowing beneath each 
foot that preſſed the plain, and the moſt delici- 
ous fruits of autumn hanging from the trees, 
There was never felt the heat of the Dog- ſtar, 
nor durſt the ruthleſs North preſume to blow 
diſperſing Winter's rigours, Neither blood= 
thirty War, nor rancorous Envy, that bites 
with venomed tooth, her breaſt and arms en- 
twined with vipers ; nor Jealouſies, Diſtruſt, or 
Fear, or Vain Deſire, did ever approach that bleſt 
abode of peace, There day never ends, and 
night, with its ſable wings, is altogether un- 
known : a pure delightful ſtream of light dif- 
| fuſes itſelf round the bodies of theſe juſt men, 
and encomp.aTes them with its rays, as with a 
garment, It is not like that gloomy gleam 
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which enlightens the eyes of wretched mortals, 
and is, indeed, nought elſe but darkneſs viſible, 
It is rather a celeſtial glory, than what we call 
light, penetrating with more ſubtlety the denſeſt 
bodies, than the rays of the ſun pervade the pur- 
eſt cryſtal ; never dazzling, but on the con- 
trary ſtrengthening the eyes, and diffuſing a fe- 
renity into the inmoſt recefles of the foul, By 
this alone, the bleſſed are nouriſhed. It enters 
in their frame, and ifſues from them; pene- 
trating and incorporating with them, as our 
food incorporates with the living body. They 
ſee it, they feel it, they breathe it, and it is to 
them an inexhauſtible ſource of peace and joy. 
In this abyſs of pleaſure are they immerſed as 
fiſhes in the ſea; they deſire nothing further; 
and, without having any thing, enjoy every 
thing: the ſweets of the pure light gratifying 
every wiſh of their hearts. All their deſires are 
ſatisfied; and thus they have no longings or 
cravings; their ſatisfaction raiſes their enjoy- 
ment infinitely above all that pleaſure which is 
coveted by hungry, half-ſtarved mortal man, 
All the delights that ſurround them are counted 
by them as nothing; becauſe that complete fe- 
licity they derive from within, leaves them no 
with for any of thoſe delights, being as the gods, 
who, filled with nectar and ambroſia, would 
not deign to taſte any of thoſe groſs viands, 
that 
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that are accounted the moſt exquiſite by mortals, 


Every woe is far removed from<theſe peaceful 
manſions, Neither death, diſeaſe, poverty, grief, 


affliction, remorſe, fear, nor even hope which 
is often the occaſion of as much uneaſineſs as 


fear, nor diſcord, diſguſt, or chagrin, can have 


any admittance there, Sooner might the lofty 
mountains of Thrace, whoſe tops covered with 
ice and ſnow from the beginning of the world, 
are hid in the clouds, while their foundations 
extend to the centre of the earth, be overturn- 
ed, than the hearts of theſe juſt men be in the 
leaſt ruffled. Only they feel a pity for the mi- 
ſery with which men on earth are overwhelmed, 
but it is a calm gentle pity, that does not in 


the leaſt abate their unalterable felicity, An 


eternal youth, an endlefs happineſs, and a glory 
altogether divine, are diſplayed on their coun= 
tenances : but there is nothing indecent or ex- 


travagant in their joy, It is a calm, noble, 


godlike joy. They are tranſported with a ſub- 
lime reliſh of truth and virtue: and they are 
every moment in the ſame extacy of joy that a 
mother feels when ſhe is bleſſed again with the 
ſight of a dear ſon, whom ſhe believed to be 
dead : the mother's tranſport is ſoon at an end, 
but theirs never, It is never ſuſpended or 
abated for a ſingle moment, but is always the 
ſame, They feel the delights of intoxication, 
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without it's blindfold rage and - deſtruction. 
They converſe together on what they ſee and 
what they fee], expreſſing the utmoſt contempt 
for, and deploring the effeminate employments, 
and trifling grandeur of their former ſtate. They 
review with pleaſure thoſe few melancholy years 
in which they were obliged to combat with 
themſelves, and with a torrent of vice and cor- 
ruption, to maintain their integrity; and ad- 
mire the goodneſs of the gods, who led them 
as it were by the hand to virtue, amidſt ſo ma- 
ny dangers. Something divine, which cannot 
be expreſſed, flows perpetually through their 
hearts, like a rivulet of the divine nature itſelf 
united to theirs, and they ſee and feel that they 
are happy, and always ſhall be ſo, They fing 
the praiſes of the gods, with one voice, heart, 

and ſentiment; and the ſame happineſs ebbs 
and flows as it were alike, in their united hearts. 
In this divine extacy, ages paſs away more ra- 
pidly, than hours among men, and yet after 
millions and millions of ages, their happineſs is 
ſtill entire and undiminiſned. They reign all. 
together, not on thrones, that may be overturn- 
ed by human power, but by virtue of an inter- 
nal, permanent, and immutable energy ; for 
they have now no occaſion to render themſelves 
formidable by a power derived from wretched 
mortals; nor do they now wear thoſe infignifi- 

cant 
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eant diadems, amidſt the luſtre of which ſo ma- 
ny fears and carking cares ſtill lie concealed. 
The gods themſelves have, with their own 
hands, provided for them crowns that never 
fade. ah 

Telemachus, who was in queſt of his father, 
and expected to have found him in theſe delight- 
ful retreats, was ſeized with ſuch a longing af- _ 
ter this peace and felicity, that he wiſhed to- 
have found him, and was grieved to find himſelf 
under the neceſſity of returning to the ſociety 
of men. Fere it is, ſaid he, where men 
may in truth be ſaid to live ! on earth life is. 
but a kind of death.“ But what ſurpriſed him, 
was to find fo. many kings ſuffering puniſhment 
in Tartarus, and to ſee fo few in the Elyſian 
fields. Hence he perceived, that there are but 
few of them, who have fortitude and reſolution; 
enough to guard againſt the intoxication of pow-- 
er, and the flattery of ſo many ſycophants,, 
continually endeavouring to excite their paſſions. 
Thus are good kings very rare, and the gene- 
rality of monarchs ſo bad, that the gods would 
be unjuſt, if, after ſuffering them to abuſe their 
power on earth, they did not call them to an ac- 
count for it after death, Telemachus not find- 
ing his father among all theſe kings, hoped at 
leaſt to fee the divine Laertes his grandfather, 
and therefore began to look for him. While he: 
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was thus employed, though without ſucceſs, a 
venerable old man, with a majeſtic air, advanc- 
ed, He did not reſemble old men on earth, 


Linking under the weight of years, and bent to 


the ground, It appeared only that he had been 
old at his death; for, with the gravity of old 
age, were blended all the graces of youth; for 
even in the moſt decrepid old men, the graces 
all revive the moment they are introduced into 
the Elyſian fields. This man advanced towards 
Telemachus with eager ſteps, and ſurveyed him 
with looks of complacency, as a perſon that 
was very dear to him; but Telemachus not 
knowing who he was, ſeemed troubled and diſ- 
concerted at his approach. I am not at all 
ſurpriſed, my dear ſon,” - ſaid the old man, 
te that thou doſt not know me, I am Arceſius, 


the father of Laertes, I ended my days a little 


before my grandſon Ulyſſes ſet out for the ſiege 


of Troy, when thou waſt a little infant in the 


arms of thy nurſe, I even then conceived great 
hopes of thee, and find I was not miſtaken, ſince 
I ſee thou art come down to the realm of Pluto, 
in queſt of thy father ; and that the gods pro- 
tet and ſupport thee in the attempt. O hap- 
Py youth ! beloved by the gods; who have in 


reſerve for thee a glory equal to that of thy fa- 


ther ! happy am I to ſee thee again ! look not 
any more for Ulyſſes in this place, for he is 
alive ; 
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alive; for him it is reſerved to raiſe our family 
to its former ſplendor in the iſle of Ithaca, Even 
Laertes fill enjoys the light, though bending 
under the weight of years, and hopes that his 
ſon will return in time to cloſe his eyes. Thus 
mortals paſs away like the flowers which blow 
in the morning, and in the evening are faded, 
and trodden under foot. The generations of men 
glide away like a rapid river; nothing can ſtop 
the current of time, which ſweeps away with it 
what appears moſt permanent and durable, 
Thou thyſelf, my ſon, my dear ſon ! who at 
preſent enjoyeſt all the vigour and pleaſures of 
youth, remember that delightful period of life 
is but a flower, which will wither almoſt as ſoon 
as it is blown, Thou wilt find thyſelf alter 
inſenſibly, and the ſmiling graces, and enchant= 
ing delights that now attend thy ſteps, will va- 
niſh like an agreeable: dream; nothing of them 
remaining but the fad remembrance, Moroſe, 
feeble old age will ſteal upon thee by degrees, 
plough thy forehead with wrinkles, bend thy 
body, weaken thy limbs, dry up the ſource of 
Joy within thy heart, put thee out of humour ns 
with the preſent, and in fear of the future, ren- 
dering thee inſenſible to every thing but pain 
and uneaſineſs. That time ſeems to thee juſt 
now at a great diſtance. Alas! my ſon, thou 
art miſtaken ; it advances faſt, and is juſt at 
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hand. What comes with ſuch rapidity, can- 
not be far off; whereas the preſent is already 
gone, and far away, ſince it is loſt while we 
are yet ſpeaking, and will never return, Do 
not then, my ſon, make much account of the 
preſent, but ſupport thyſelf in the ſteep rugged 
path of virtue, by looking into futurity, and 
by purity of manners, and the love of juſtice, 
ſecure thyſelf a place in the happy manſions of 
peace. Thou wilt ſoen ſee thy father return to 
Ithaca, and reſume his authority; on which it 
is ordained, that thou ſhalt ſucceed him. But 
alas ! my ſon, what a deceitful thing is a crown! 
when one views. it at a diſtance, it preſents 
nothing to the eye but ſplendor, pomp, and 
- pleaſure: but when one examines it more cloſely, 
it is found all beſet with thorns, A private 
perſon may, without diſhonour, lead an eaſy, 
obſcure life: but a king cannot, without diſ- 
honour, prefer an idle indolent life, to the toils 
of government, He is bound to provide for the 
welfare and happineſs of every ſubject he has, 
and his whole time and atteiition is due to the 
public. His ſmalleſt overſights are often ex- 
tremely fatal; entailing miſery on his people, 
and that ſometimes for ſeveral ages, It is his 
duty to repreſs the audaciouſneſs of wicked men, 
to ſupport and defend the innocent, and to de— 
tect and diſcourage calumny, It is not enough 
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for him to do no ill, he muſt alſo do all the 


good he can for his people, It is not enough 


that he does nothing but what is right himſelf, 
he muſt alſo prevent the ill that others would 


do, if they were not kept in awe, Dread 


then, my ſon, dread the many dangers incident 
to that ſtation, and arm thyfelf with courage 
againſt thy own heart, againſt thy own paſſions, 
as well as the ſycophants to whom thou wilt be 
expoſed,” In pronouncing theſe words, Ar- 
ceſius appeared to be animated with a divine 
ſpirit, and diſplayed in his counteaince a deep 
ſenſe of the many dangers and diiiculties kings 


have to encounter, in the arduous taſk of TOs 


vernment. When a king,” ſaid he, thinks 
of nothing but gratifying his own humours and 


paſſions, he is a monſter and a tyrant; but 


when he ſtudies to do his duty, and watches 
over his numerous ſubjects, as a father directs 
his children, his labour is immenſe, \and re- 
quires an extraordinary degree of courage "and 
patience, And, therefore, it is certain, that 
thoſe kings who have acquitted themſelves to 


the beſt of their ability, enjoy here whatever the 


power of the gods can beſtow, to render their 
happineſs complete,” While Arceſtus ſpoke 
thus, his words made a deep impreſſion, and 
were engraved on the heart of Telemachus, as 
figures engraved on braſs by the hand of an in- 
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genious artiſt, in order to be tranſmitted to af- 
ter ages, They penetrated like a ſubtle flame 
into the boſom of the youth : his heart glowed 
with tranſport, Something divine, that cannot 
be deſcribed, ſeemed, as it were, to melt his 
very ſoul, He was ſecretly conſumed by ſome- 
thing in the moſt inmoſt receſſes of his breaft, 
and the impreſſion was ſo ſtrong, that he could 
neither reſiſt, moderate, nor ſupport it. It was 
a very lively, agreeable ſenſation, but blended at 
the ſame time with ſomething ſo painful and 
uneaſy, as to be almoſt inconſiſtent with life, 
But Telemachus ſoon began to breathe more 
freely, and to find a great reſemblance in coun- 
tenance between Arceſius and Laertes; he even 
fancied he. recollected confuſedly, that the fea- 
tures of his father Ulyſſes, when he departed for 
the Trojan war, reſembled thoſe he now be- 
held. This recollection melted his heart, and 
tears of joy trickled down his cheeks. He would 
fain have embraced a perſon ſo dear to him, and 
often made an effort for that purpoſe, but in 
vain, The phantom ſtill eluded his embraces, 
as a deceitful dream vaniſhes from the man who 
fondly thinks himſelf in poſſeſſion of what he 
loves. Sometimes with eager thirſt he purſues a 
fugitive ſtream ; ſometimes his lips are in mo=- 
tion to form words, which his benumbed tongue 
refuſes to pronounce ; and he eagerly endea- 


vours 
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vours to catch at ſomething with his hands in 


vain. Thus was Telemachus unable to gratify 
his tenderneſs ; ; and though he ſaw Arceſius, 


heard him, and ſpoke to him, yet could not he 


touch his ſhadowy form, At length he deſired 
to know, who thoſe perſonages were that ap- 
peared about him in the Elyſian fields. Thou 
ſeeſt, my ſon, (replied the ſage) the men who, 
when alive, were the ornament and glory of 
their age, and proved a bleſſing to mankind. 
Thou ſeeſt theſe few kings, that deſerved to 
be ſuch, and performed with fidelity their duty, 
as gods on earth. Theſe others, who reſide pret- 
ty near them, parted only by a ſmall cloud, 
poſſeſs a glory much more circumſcribed, They 
are indeed heroes, but the recompence of their 
valour, and military expeditions, is far ſhort 
of that of wiſe, juſt, and beneficent kings, 
Among theſe heroes behold Theſeus, in whoſe 
countenance there appears a little melancholy. 


He hath felt the ill effects of his credulity to 


an artful woman, and is Rill grieved, that he 
ſhould have ſo cruelly and unjuſtly aſked of Nep- 


tune the death of his ſon Hippolytus. Happy, 


had he not been ſo paſſionate and irritable ! 
See there alſo Achilles, leaning on his lance, 
by reaſon of the wound he received in the heel 
ſrom the effeminate Paris, which coſt him his 
life, Had he been as wiſe, juſt, and moderate, 
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as he was intrepid, the gods would have grant- 
ed him a long reign; but they took pity of the 
Phthiots and Dolopians, whoſe king he would 


have been after Peleus, had he lived. They 


were not willing to ſubject ſuch a number of 


people to a haſty, hot-headed man, more eaſy 


to be put into a rage, than the moſt ſtormy ſea. 
The Fates therefore cut ſhort the thread of his 
days, ſo that he was like a flower half- blown, 
which is cut down by the plough-ſhare, before 
the cloſe of the day in which it ſprung up. 


The gods reſolved to make no other uſe of him, 


than of torrents and tempeſts, namely to puniſh 
men for their crimes, employing him to level 
the walls of Troy, in order to revenge the per- 


jury of Laomedon, and the diſhonourable amours 


of Paris, Having thus avenged themſelves by 


his means, they were pacified, and refuſed, 


though Thetis importuned them with tears, to 
let the young hero be any longer upon earth, 


as he would only have diſturbed the peace of 
' mankind, and laid waſte cities and kingdoms, 


Seeſt thou that other hero with a fierce counten- 
ance? It is Ajax, the ſon of Telamon, and 
couſin of Achilles, Of his valour and military 
glory, thou certainly canſt not be ignorant. 
After the death of Achilles, he alledged that he 
had a better right to his armour, than any 
other : but thy father would not allow his 

| claim, 
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claim, and the Greeks decided in his favour. | 


Ajax having killed himſelf in deſpair, fury and 
indignation. are ſtill painted on his face. Do 
not approach him, my: ſon, for he would think 
you were going to inſult his misfortune, when 
he has a juſt claim to your pity. Do not you 
perceive, that the ſight of us is uneaſy to him, 
and that he retires in haſte to that gloomy grove, 
becauſe we are hateful to his view? On the 
other ſide thou ſeeſt Hector, who would have 
been invincible, had not the ſon of Thetis been 
his cotemporary, But there goes Agamemnon, 
who yet bears the marks of Clytemneſtra's per- 
fidy. O my ſon ! I ſhudder, when I think of 
the misfortunes of the family of the impious 
Tantalus, the diſcord between the two brothers, 
Atreus and Thyeſtes, plunged that family in 
| bloodſhed and ruin, Alas! how many more 
does one crime draw after it! Agamemnon had 
no time, after he returned at the head of the 
Greeks from the ſiege of Troy, to enjoy in 
peace the glory he had acquired; and ſuch is 


the fate of moſt conquerors, All theſe kings, 


that thou ſeeſt, were great warriors, but their 
characters were far from being amiable or vir- 
tuous, Accordingly they have only the ſecond 
place in the Elyſian fields. As for theſe others, 


they ſwayed the ſceptre with juſtice, loved their 


people, and were beloved by the gods: whereas 
Achilles 


— ELINCS — 


212 THE ADVENTURES 
Achilles and Agamemnon, who were always 
quarrelling and fighting, fill retain their un- 
eaſineſſes and natural defects, in vain regretting 
the loſs of life, and lamenting, that they are 


now but vain impotent ſhades. But theſe juſt 
kings, purified by the divine light, that nou- 
riſhes them, have nothing farther to wiſh for, to 


complete their happineſs, regarding with com- 


paſſion the cares and uneaſineſſes of mortals, and 


looking upon the moſt important affairs, that 


** 


engroſs and diſquiet the minds of ambitious 
men, but as the amuſements of children: as 
their own hearts are ſatisfied to the full, with 
the truth and the virtue they draw at the foun- 
tain-head. They can ſuffer no more, either 
from others or themſelves: they have no longer 


any wants, deſires, or fears; all is over with 


them, except their joy, which can never end. 
Obſerve, my ſon, that ancient monarch Inachus, 
who founded the kingdom of Argos. How 
mild and majeſtic is his air! while the flowers 
ſcarce feel his tread, his fleet light motion re- 
ſembling the flight of a bird. In his hand he 
holds an ivory harp, and in an endleſs tranſport 
chaunts the wonders of the gods, From his 
heart and mouths iſſues an exquiſite perfume, 
and the harmony of his lyre and voice, would 


raviſh gods and men. Thus is he rewarded for 


having loved the people, whom he aſſembled 
within 
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within his new- built walls, and for whom he 
enacted laws. On the other ſide, among theſe 
myrtles, you may obſerve Cecrops the Egyp- 
tian, who was the firſt king of Athens, a city 
conſecrated to the goddeſs of wiſdom, and 
named from her. From Egypt, to which Greece 
was indebted for its letters and polity, Cecrops 
brought good laws, - civilized the barbarous in- 
habitants of the towns of Attica, and united 
them by the bands of ſociety. He was juſt, 
humane, . compaſſionate. He left his people 
in a flouriſhing condition, but to his own fa- 
mily only a competency, and did not deſire 
that his ſons ſhould reign after him, becauſe he 
thought others more deſerving of the crown, I 
muſt ſhow you alſo in that little valley Erycthon, 
who firſt introduced the uſe of ſilver- money, in 
order to facilitate commerce among the iſles: of 
Greece; but he foreſaw the inconveniences, of 
which the invention would be productive. Be 
diligent and induſtrious, ſaid he to the people 
of thoſe iſles, in multiplying the riches of na- 
ture, which are the only true riches, and culti- 
vate the lands, that you may have plenty of 
corn, wine, oil, and fruits. Breed flocks in- 
numerable, to nouriſh you with their milk, and 
cover you With their wool, whereby you will 
_ ſecure yourſelyes againſt all apprehenſions of po- 
verty. The more children you have, the richer 
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you will be, provided you teach them to be in- 
duſtrious ; for the earth is | inexhauſtible, and 
its fertility increaſes in proportion as the ingaa- 
bitants increaſe, and cultivate it, liberally re- 
warding thoſe who take pains, but making poor 
ſcanty returns to thoſe who do not. Endea- 


vour then chiefly to procure theſe true riches, 


which are ſufficient to ſatisfy the real wants of 


men. As for ſilver-money, no account ought 


to be made of it, but in as far as it is neceſſary, 
either for carrying on unavoidable wars abroad, 
or for purchaſing commodities that are uſeful 
and neceſſary, but not to be found in your own 
country; for it were to be wiſhed, that all 
trade in articles of luxury, vanity, and effemi- 
nacy, were laid aſide.“ The ſage Erycthon 
alſo often obſerved; I am much afraid, my 
dear children, that I have made you a fatal pre- 
ſent, by inventing money, I foreſee, that it 
will be an incitement to avarice, ambition, and 


vanity; that it will give riſe to an infinity of per- 


nicious arts, directly tending to introduce effe- 


minacy, and a corruption of manners; that it 
will make you diſreliſh that happy fimplicity, 


in which all the ſecurity and tranquility of life 
conſiſt ; and laftly, that it will make you de- 
ſpiſe agriculture, which is the ſupport of hu- 
man life, and the ſource of all its true riches : 
but the gods are my witneſſes, that my inten- 

tion 
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tion was good and upright, in introducing 


among you this invention, which is uſeful in 
itſelf.” Afterwards, when EryCthon found that 
money, as he had foreſeen, corrupted the man- 
ners of the people, he withdrew from grief to 
a ſavage mountain, where he lived in poverty 


and ſolitude to an extreme old age, but would 


never concern himſelf any more with the go- 
vernment of the cities. Not long after him, 
the famous Triptolemus made his appearance in 


Greece, whom Ceres had taught the art of cul- 
tivating the lands, and covering them every year 


with golden grain. Not but that, men had corn 
before, and knew how to multiply it by ſow- 
ing : but their knowledge of agriculture being 
but ſuperficial, Triptolemus, by order of Ceres, 
came with the plough in his hand, to make of- 
fer of the gifts of the goddeſs to all thoſe who 
ſhould have reſolution enough to overcome their 
natural ſloth, and apply themſelves vigorouſly 
to tillage. In a ſhort time Triptolemus taught 


the Greeks how to plough the ground, and fer- 


tilize it by proper culture, and ſoon the ac- 
tive indefatigable reapers made all the yellow 
grain, that covered the fields, fall under the 


ſtrokes of their ſharp ſickles. Even thoſe fierce 


ſavages, that wandered through the foreſts of 


Epire and Etolia, in queſt of acorns for their 


food, became more civilized, and ſubmitted to 


laws, 
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laws, after they had learned to raiſe crops of 
corn, and to live on bread. Triptolemus made 
the Greeks feel the pleaſure of ſupplying all their 
wants by their own labour, and of finding in 
their own field, whatever was requiſite to ren- 
der their lives eaſy and happy, The plenty that 
they procured in ſo ſimple and innocent a man- 
ner by agriculture, made them reflect on the 
ſage counſel of Erycthon, and deſpiſe money and 
artificial wealth, which is only of imaginary 
value, tempting men to ſeek dangerous plea- 


ſures, and diverting them from labour, which 


would ſupply them with every thing neceſſary, 
together with liberty and innocence. They were 
then convinced, that a fertile, well-culti- 
vated field is a real treaſure to every family that 


is wiſe enough to deſire only to live frugally, 


as their forefathers had lived. Happy would 
the Greeks have been, had they ſtedfaſtly ad- 
hered to theſe maxims, ſo proper to render them 
powerful, free, happy, and worthy of being ſo 
by their genuine virtue; but alas ! they begin 
to admire falſe riches, by little and little to neg- 
le& true wealth, and to fall off from that mar- 
vellous ſimplicity. O my ſon ! as you will one 
day be a king, remember to make your ſubjects 
apply themſelves to agriculture, to honour that 
occupation, to favour thoſe who engage in it, 
and not to ſuffer men either to be idle or to 
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follow employs that foſter luxury and effemi- 
nacy: for you ſee that theſe two men, who were 
ſo wiſe when on earth, are here greatly diſtin- 
guiſhed and careſſed by the gods, Their glory, 
you may obſerve, as far outſtrips that of Achil- 
les, and other heroes, who were eminent only for 
their valour, as a mild pleaſant ſpring excels a 
cold frofty winter, or the light of the ſun exceeds 
the moon in ſplendor.” While Arceſius ſpoke, 
he obſerved that Telemachus kept his eyes fixed 
upon a grove of laurels, and a little rivulet, 
bordered with violets, roſes, lilies, and other 
ſweet- ſmelling flowers, whoſe vivid colours re- 
ſembled thoſe of Iris, when ſhe deſcends from 
heaven to earth, to notify to ſome mortal, the 
will of the gods. It was the great king Seſoſ- 
tris whom he recognized in that delightful place. 
He ſeemed now a thouſand times more majeſtic 
than ever he had appeared on the throne of 
Egypt. Mild rays of light iſſued from his eyes, 
with which thoſe of Telemachus were dazzled. 
| He looked as if he was intoxicated with nectar, 
into ſuch an extacy, above human comprehen- 
ſion, bad the divine ſpirit rapt him, in recom» 
pence of his virtues, Telemachus perceiving 


him, ſaid to Arceſius, „I there recognize, O 
t my father! the great king of Egypt, 8 ſoſtrie, 
, whom I ſaw in that country not long ago.“ 
0 Vol. II. bs © Yeo, 
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<« Yes,” replied Arceſius, * that is he, and he is 
an example to ſhew you, how liberal the gods 
are in rewarding good kings: but you muft 
know, that all that felicity is nothing in com- 
pariſon of what was intended for him, if too 
much proſperity had not made him forget the 
rules of moderation and juſtice. To humble 
the pride and inſolence of the Tyrians, he be- 
ſieged and took their city. That conqueſt in- 
ſpiring him with a deſire of more, he ſuffered 
himſelf to be ſeduced by the vain ambition of 
conquerors, and in conſequence of that ſeduc- 
tion ſubdued, or rather ravaged all Aſia. When 
he returned to Egypt, he found his brother had 
uſurped his throne, and, by an unjuſt admi- 
niſtration, violated the beſt laws of the king- 
dom. Thus did his great conqueſts ſerve only 
to interrupt the peace of his kingdom. But 
what was ſtil] more inexcuſable in him, was his 
ſuffering himſelf to be intoxicated by his glory: 
for he compelled ſome of the moſt haughty of 
the vanquiſhed kings to draw his chariot. Hows 
ever, he afterwards became ſenſible of his oſten- 
tatious cruelty, and was aſhamed of it, Such 
was the fruit he reaped from his victories, and 
ſuch is the prejudice that kings do, both to 
themſclves and their dominions, by endeavour- 
ing to ſubdue thoſe of their neighbours. It was 
that 
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that which ſtained the character of a king, 


otherwiſe ſo juſt and beneficent, and deprived 
him of that degree of glory, which the gods had 
intended for him. Obſerve, my ſon, that other 
prince, whoſe wound appears ſo bright and 
ſhining? His name is Dioclides, He was 
king of Caria, and devoted himſelf in behalf of 
his people in a battle; becauſe in a war be- 
tween the Carians and Lycians, the oracle had 
foretold, that the nation, whoſe king ſhould be 
killed, would be victorious, Look at that other: 


he was a wiſe legiſlator, who framed laws for 


his people, calculated to make them virtuous 
and happy, and exacted of them an oath, that 
they never would violate any of them during his 
abſence : then, in order to oblige them, in conſe- 
quence of their oath, to adhere for ever to ſuch 
good laws, he went abroad a voluntary exile, 


and died poor in a foreign land, That other 


is Euneſimus, who was king of rhe Pylians, and 


one of the anceſtors of the ſage Neſtor, When 
a plague defolated the country, and crowded. 
with freſh ghoſts the banks of Acheron, he prayed 


to the gods to let him appeaſe their wrath by his 
death, and ſave the lives of ſo many thouſand 
innocent people. - The gods heard him, and 
beſtowed upon him here a true crown, of which 
thoſe on earth are only the empty ſhadows, 
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That old man, whom thou ſeeſt crowned with 
flowers, is the famous Belus. He reigned in 
Egypt, and eſpouſed Anchinoe, the daughter 
of the god Nilus, who conceals his ſource, and 
enriches, by his inundations, the country through 
which he flows, He had two ſons, Danaus, 
. whoſe ſtory thou knoweſt, and Egyptus, from 
whom the country took its name. He thought 
bimſelf richer by the plenty he procured his 
people, and the love they bore him, than by 
all the taxes he could have impoſed, Theſe 
men, my ſon, whom you ſuppoſe to be dead, 
are ſtill alive, and that life which - mankind 
miſerably drag out on earth, is real death; the 
words are only changed. May the gods in- 
dulge thee with virtue enough to merit that 
bappy life, which will never end, nor ſuffer the 
leaſt diſquiet. Come, it is now time to go in 
queſt of thy father, Alas! what a deluge of 
blood wilt thou ſee ſpilt before thou ſhalt find 
him] What glory waits thee in the plains of 
Heſperia ! Remember the counſels of the ſage 
Mentor. By following them, thou wilt make 
thy name famous in all ages and nations,” He 
| Ciid z and immediately led Telemachus towards 
the ivory gate, by which there is an outlet from 
the gloomy realm of Pluto, where they parted, 
Telemachus, at parting, ſhed tears, though he 

could 
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could not embrace Arceſius; then made the 
beſt of his way for the camp of the allies, and 
joined again the two young Cretans, who had 
accompanied him to- the confines of the cavern, 
and never expected to ſee him more. 
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BOOK XX. 
THE ARGUMEN T. 


In an aſſembly of the chien, Telemachus wins their 


aſſent to his advice againſt ſurpriſing Venuſium, 
which had been put into the hands of the Lucas 
nians in truſt, with the conſent of both the par- 
ties concerned. Hie diſplays his wiſdom, upon 
occaſion of two deſerters being apprehended, one 
of whom, named Acantus, had undertaken to 


poiſon him. The other, named Dioſcorus, of 


. fered to bring the head of Adraſtus to the allies, 


In the battle that was fought ſcon after, Tele- 
machus deals death around him wherever he 


turned in queſt of Adraſtus; and that king in 


looking for him, meets with, and kills Piſiſtra- 
tus, the fon of Neſtor. Immediately after Phi- 
locletes comes up, and, when he was juſt going 

| 70 
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to diſpatch Adraſius, is wounded himſelf, and 
obliged to retire from the field. Telemachus 
haftens to the relief of his friends, who were-in 
great diſtreſs, engages Adraſtus, who was making 
a dreadful havock among them, and having van» 
quiſhed him, grants him his life upon certain 
conditions, But Adraſtus, upon his getting up, 
endeavouring to ſurprize Telemachus, be ſeized. 
him a ſecond time, and put him to death. 


EAN while the chiefs of the allied 
army held a council, to determine whe- 


ther it would be proper to take poſſeſſion of 


Venuſium, a ſtrong city, which Adraſtus had 
unjuſtly ſurpriſed and taken, ſome time before, 
from the Peucetes of Apulia, his neighbours, 
who, with a view to obtain redreſs, had joined 


the confederates. In order to pacify them, 


Adraſtus had put the city into the hands of the 
Lucanians, in truſt, but had corrupted with 
his money both the Lucanian garriſon and com- 
mander; ſo that Venuſium was actually more 
at his diſpoſal than that of the Lucanians; and 
the Apulians, who had conſented to a Lucanian 
garriſon, had been fairly out-witted in the ne- 


gociation. A citizen of Venuſium, named De- 


mophantes, had ſecretly made an offer to the 
allies, to put them in poſſeſſion of one of the 
gates of the city in the night. This offer was 
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the more conſiderable, as Adraſtus had his-whole- 
magazine of warlike ſtores and proviſions. in a 
caſtle near Venuſium, which would not have 
been tenable, had the other been taken, Phi- 
loctetes and Neſtor had already given it as their 
opinion, that ſuch an advantageous offer was 
not to be rejected; and all the other chiefs, in- 
fluenced by their authority, together with the 
facility and utility of the enterprize, applauded 
their reſolution: but Telemachus at his re- 
turn, exerted himſelf to the utmoſt to divert 
them from their purpoſe, I own,” ſaid he, 
& that if ever man deſerved to be ſurpriſed and 
deceived, it is Adraſtus, who hath ſo often de- 
ceived all the world. I own likewiſe, that the 
ſurpriſing of Venuſium will, only be taking poſ- 
ſeſſion of a city that is your own,. fince it be- 
longs to the Apulians, who are one of the na- 
tions that compoſe your league, and that you- 
would do it with the greater appearance of rea- 
ſon and juſtice, as Adraſtus, by whom it was 
ſequeſtered, hath corrupted the garriſon and of- 
| ficers, that he may have it in his. power to 
make himſelf matter of it when he pleaſes, 
Laſtly, I am aware, as much as you, that if 
you ſhould take Venufium, you would the very 
next day be in poſſeſſion of the caſtle, in which 
Adraſtus hath depoſited all his warlike ſtores; 
and that you might thus put an end to this for- 

midable 
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midable war in two days. But is it not better 
to periſh than conquer by ſuch methods? Shall 
we repel fraud by fraud? Shall it be ſaid, that 
ſo many kings entered into a confederacy to pu- 
niſh the fraud and treachery of the impious 
Adraſtus, and yet practiſed perfidy themſelves ? 
If it is lawful for us to imitate his example, 
then is he not guilty, and we are to blame for 
endeavouring to puniſh his deceit, For what! 
has all Heſperia, ſupported by ſo many Greek 
colonies, and heroes returned from the ſiege of 
Troy, no other arms wherewith to combat the 
perhdy and perjury of Adraſtus, but thoſe very 
arts of fraud and ſubornation ? Beſides, you 
have ſworn by all that is ſacred, that you would 
let Venuſtum remain in truſt in the hands of 
the Lucanians, - But, fay you, the. Lucanian 
garriſon hath been corrupted by Adraſtus. I 
believe it as well as you; but ſtill that garriſon 
is paid by the Lucanians, and it hath not yet 
refuſed to obey their orders, but obſerves, at 
leaſt in appearance, a neutrality, Neither Adraſ- 
tus, nor any of his troops, have ever entered Ve- 
nuſium; ſo that the treaty: is ſtill binding, and 
the gods have not forgot your oath. Is faith 
never to be kept, but when plauſible pretexts 
cannot be found to violate it ? Are oaths to be 
religiouſly obſerved only, when nothing is to 
be got by breaking them? If the fear of the 
"" "0 gods 


26 THE ADVENTURES 


gods, and the love of virtue, do not. move you, 
at leaſt you ought to be influenced by your own 
intereſt and reputation, What wars will you 
not excite among mankind, if you ſhould be fo 
abandoned as to ſet them the pernicious example 
of terminating this by the violation of your oaths 
and faith? To what neighbour will you not 
thereby give ground to apprehend every thing 
from you, and to deteſt you? Who for the 
future will venture in the moſt preſſing exigency 
to truſt you? What method will you take to 
convince your neighbours of your fincerity, 
when you are really in earneſt, and when it is 
your intereſt that they ſhould believe you are 
fo ? Will you propoſe a ſolemn treaty ? But 
that you have already trampled under your feet. 
Will you offer to confirm your engagements by 
oath ? Say, will it not appear that you pay 
very little regard to the gods, when you hope to 
reap any advantage from your perjury ? You 
will therefore be as inſecure in time of peace as 
in war, Every ſtep you take will be conſtrued 
into a declaration of war upon your neighbours, 
open or underſtood ; and thus will you be per- 
petually in a ſtate of hoſtility with thoſe na- 
tions, who have the misfortune to lie near you. 
Whatever tranſactions require reputation, pro— 
bity, and confidence, will to you become im- 
practicable ; you will have no reſource left to 
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retrieve the credit of your engagements. But 


there is (added he) one conſideration ſtill more 


intereſting, which muſt alarm you, if you have 


yet any remains of virtue or concern. for your 
future welfare, and that is, that a conduct ſo 
treacherous has a direct tendency to break and. 
annihilate the confederacy; and thus will your 
perjury enſure the triumphs of Adraſtus.” At 
theſe words the aſſembly were greatly ſurpriſed, 
and aſked him, how he could prefume to ſay, 
that what would procure certain victory to the 
league, would prove the ruin of it? “ How,” 
replied he, © is it poſſible that you ſhould put 
any truſt in. one another, after having broke the 
only band of ſociety and mutual. confidence, 


which is good faith? Who among you, after it 


is laid down. for a maxim, that the rules of 
probity and fidelity may be violated in order to 
obtain any great advantage, will truſt, another, 
when that other may be a great gainer by break= 
ing his word, and deceiving him? In what a 
diſagreeable ſituation will you be? Who is there 
among you that will not endeavour to defeat the. 


perfidious ſchemes. and intrigues of, his. neigh» 


bour, by his own ? What will become of the 
confederacy of ſo many ſtates, When by a pub- 
he reſolution it is declared lawful to take all ad- 
vantages againſt your neighbour, and to violate 
your engagements. 7 How great will. be your 
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mutual diſtruſt, diſcord, and eagerneſs to de- 
ſtroy one another | Adraſtus will have no oc- 
cafion to attack you ; for you will ſufficiently 
weaken and harraſs one another, and thereby 
Juſtify his perfidy. O! ye ſage magnanimous. 
monarchs, and commanders of this vaſt army, 
of conſummate experience, diſdain not to liſten 
to the counſels of a young man ! Should you 
be reduced to the greateſt extremities, as is 
ſometimes the caſe in war, you may extricate 
yourſelves by your vigilance, and vigorous ef- 
forts ; for true courage never gives way to de- 
ſpondency. But when you have once overleaped 
the bulwark of honour and good faith, the er- 
ror is irretrievable, and you can neither regain. 
the confidence that is neceſſary in all tranſac- 
tions of importance, nor bring men back to the 
rules of virtue, after you have taught them to 
deſpiſe that virtue, But what is it that you are 
afraid of ? Have you not courage enough to. 
conquer, Without having recourſe to treachery ? 
Is not your virtue, ſupported by ſo great an, 
army, ſufficient ? Let us fight, let us die, if it 
muſt needs be, rather than conquer in ſo. un- 
worthy a manner, Adraftus, the impious Adraſ- 
tus, will ſoon be ſubdued, provided we baniſh 
all thoughts of imitating his villainy and baſe- 
neſs.” When Telemachus ended his ſpeech, 
be perceived that ſweet perſuaſion had flowed 
from 


OF TELEMACHUS. 229 


from his lips, and penetrated to the very hearts 
of his hearers. A profound filence enſued, the 
whole aſſembly being ſtruck, not with his perſon 
or eloquence, but the evidence of truth that ran 
through the whole of his reaſoning, in ſo much 
that their aſtoniſhment was viſible in their coun- 
tenances, At length a low murmur was heard 
all over the aſſembly, every one looking at an- 
other, and afraid to break the ſilence firſt, The 
reſt of the army would fain have diſcloſed their 
ſentiments, but expected every moment that 
ſome of the chiefs would explain themſelves. At 
laſt the venerable Neſtor ſtood up, and ſpoke to 
this effect: Worthy ſon of Ulyſſes, it was by 
the gods you was prompted to ſpeak, and Mi- 
nerva, who hath ſo often inſpired your father, 
ſuggeſted to you the wiſe and generous counſel 
you have juſt given. Your youth 1 do not at- 
tend to ; for I look upon all you have ſaid as 
dictated by Minerva. You have pleaded the 
cauſe of virtue, without which the greateſt ad- 
vantages that can be gained are real loſſes, 
Without it, men ſoon draw upon themſelves _ 
the vengeance. of their enemies, the diſtruſt of 
their friends and allies, the deteſtation of all 
good men, and the juſt wrath of the gods, Let 
us then leave Venuſium in the hands of the 
Lucanians, and think no more of conquering 
| Adraſtus, by any other means than yalour,” 
1 0 1 1 N Thus 


230 THE ADVENTURES 


Thus he ſpoke, and the whole aſſembly extolled 
the wiſdom of his words, at the ſame time eye- 
ing with aſtoniſhment the ſon of Ulyſies, whoſe 
looks ſeemed to lighten with the wiſdom of Mi- 
nerva, by whom he was inſpired. In a ſhort 
time after this tranſaction, another queſtion was 
debated in the aſſembly of the kings, by which 
Telemachus gained equal glory, Adraſtus, ftill 
cruel and perfidious, ſent into the camp a pre- 
tended deſerter, named Acantus, who had un- 
dertaken to poiſon the moſt illuſtrious chiefs of 
the army, and had orders in particular to ſpare 
no pains or colt to diſpatch Telemachus, who. 
was become the terror of the Daunians. Tele- 
machus, who was too generous and brave to be 
inclined to diſtruſt, received in a friendly man- 
ner, as ſoon as he arrived, this ſeemingly un- 
happy man, who had ſeen his father Ulyſſes in 
Sicily, and recounted to him the adventures of 
that hero. He treated him with great kindneſs, 
and endeavoured to comfort him in his misfor- 
tunes; for he pretended to have been impoſed- 
upon, and extremely ill uſed by Adraſtus; but 
by acting thus, he was warming and cheriſhing 
in his boſom a venomous viper, ready to fting; 
him to death, Another deſerter, named Arion, 
was apprehended, whom Acantus had diſpatched 
to inform Adraſtus of the ſtate of the camp of 
the allics, and to aſſure him that he would next 


day 
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day diſpatch by poiſon, at an entertainment to 
be given him by Telemachus, the chief of the 
kings, together with Telemachus himſelf, Ari- 
on, when apprehended, owned his treacherous. 
deſign, It was ſuſpected that he acted in con- 
cert with Acantus, on account of the great in- 
timacy between them ; but Acantus being a 
bold man, and a profound diſſembler, made ſo 
artful a defence, that he could not be convicted, 
nor a full diſcovery of the conſpiracy obtained. 
Many of the kings were of opinion, that Acan- 
tus, though unconvicted, to prevent all danger, 
ought to be put to death. He muſt,” ſaid; 
they, „be ſacrificed to the public ſafety. The 
life of a ſingle man is nothing, when the buſi- 
neſs is to ſecure the lives of ſo many kings. 
W hat does it ſignify, if an innocent man ſuf- 
fers, when the queſtion is, the ſecurity of thoſe: 
who repreſent the gods among men.“ $* What an 
inhuman maxim! what barbarous policy!“ 
cried FTelemachus. What! are ye, who are 
appointed the ſhepherds of mankind, and have 
authority over them, only to enable you to. 
protect them as a ſhepherd does his flock, thus 
prodigal of human blood? You are then cruel. 
wol ves, and not ſhepherds ; at leaſt, if you are 
ſhepherds, it is only to fleece and devour the 
flock, inſtead of leading them to proper paſ- 
tures, According to you, a man becomes guilty 
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as ſoon as he is accuſed, and to be ſuſpected is 
to deſerve death. At this rate, innocence will 
be at the mercy of envy and detraction, and the 
more your hearts become a prey to jealouſy and 
diſtruſt, the more victims muſt be ſacrificed.” 
Telemachus pronounced theſe words with ſuch 
an air of authority and indignation, as had a 
great effect upon his hearers, and overwhelmed 


with ſhame the authors of ſo baſe a propoſal, 


Then in a milder tone he thus proceeded. 
« As for me I do not value life ſo much as to 
purchaſe it at that price, and I had rather that 
Acantus ſhould be a villain than I, and that he 
ſhould take away my life by treachery, than that 
I ſhould put him to death before I had full 
proof of his guilt. But hear me, O ye, who 
being ordained kings, that is judges of the peo- 
ple, ought to know how to adminiſter juſtice 
with moderation, prudence, and impartiality ; 
allow me to examine Acantus in your preſence,” 
Accordingly he interrogated him in regard to 
his connection with Arion, and urged a thou- 
ſand ſuſpicious circumſtances. He often threat- 
ened to deliver him up to Adraſtus as a de- 
ſerter that merited puniſhment, to ſee if he 
would betray any ſymptoms of fear. But no 
alteration appeared either in his countenance or 
voice. At laſt, finding all his endeavours to 
come at the truth hitherto ineffectual, he, ſaid 


to 
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to him, „Give me your ring, I'll ſend it to 
Adraſtus.“ Upon this demand of the ring, 
Acantus turned pale, and was diſconcerted. Fe- 
lemachus, whoſe eyes were continually fixed 
upon him, perceiving his confuſion, immedi- 
ately ſnatched the ring, faying, „I will ſend 
it directly to Adraftus by a Lucanian, named 

Polytropus, who is your acquaintance, and wilt 
paſs for your accomplice. ' If we ean by theſe Y 
means come to the knowledge of your corre- 
ſpondence, we will put you to death without 
pity, by the moſt cruel tortures, But on the 
other hand, if you will immediately acknow- 
ledge your crime, we will grant you your life, 
and only ſend you to an iſland in the ſea, where 
you will want for nothing.” At this declara- 
tion, Acantus made a full confeſſion, and Te- 
lemachus perſuaded the kings to grant him his 
life, becauſe he had promiſed him that favour. 
Accordingly he was ſent to one of the iſles, 
called Echinades, where he lived in peace an 
ſafety, On the back of this incident, a Dau- 
nian of obſcure birth, but a bold violent ſpirit, 
came by night into the camp of the allies, and 
ffered to aſſaſſinate king Adraſtus in his tent. 
This deed he could have perpetrated ; for a 
man becomes maſter of another's life, the mo- 
ment he loſes all regard to his own, This man 
breathed nothing but vengeance againſt Adraſ- 
tus, 
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tus, becauſe he had violently taken his wife, 
whom he loved to exceſs, and who equalled 
Venus herſelf in beauty. He maintained a ſe- 
eret correſpondence with ſome individuals, who 
had promiſed to admit him into the king's tent 
in the night, and ſeveral Daunian officers had 
engaged to aſſiſt him in the attempt; but he 
thought it would be neceſſary that the allies 
ſhould attack the camp of Adraſtus, at the ſame 
time that he might have an opportunity in the 
confuſion to eſcape, and carry off his wiſe. 
And if, after having aſſaſſinated the king, he 
could not retrieve her, he was content to loſe 
his life. When Dioſcorus had laid his deſign 
before the kings, the eyes of the whole aſſembly 
were turned upon Telemachus, to requeſt, as 
it were, his determination. The gods, 
cried he, by preſerving us from traitors, for- 
bid us to make any uſe of them ourſelves. 
Though we had not virtue enough to make us 
reje& with abhorrence this treaſonable offer, the 
conſideration of our own intereſt would be ſuf- 
ficient. After having given a public ſanction to 
treaſon in regard to others, we ſhould deſerve 
to have it employed againſt ourjelves; and who 
then among us could pretend to be ſafe? Adraſ- 
tus may poſlibly elude the blow that threatens 
him, and make it fall upon the allied kings, 
The war will then no longer be a war, but a 
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ſcene of treachery, treaſon, and aſſaſſination, 
and virtue and wiſdom will be uſeleſs, We oute 
ſelves ſhall feel the fatal conſequences, and de- 
ſervedly, as having given a ſanction to the 
greateſt of crimes, I conclude therefore, that 
the traitor ought to be delivered up to Adraſ- 
tus, I own, indeed, he does not deſerve to be 
treated in that manner; but all” Greece and 
Heſperia, who now attentively obſerve our con- 
duct, may juſtly expect we ſhould act ſuch a 
part to merit their eſteem. In fine, to abhor 
perfidiouſneſs, is a duty we owe the juſt gods 
and ourſelves.” Accordingly, Dioſcorus was 
immediately delivered up to Adraſtus, who 
ſhuddered at the thoughts of the danger he had 
been in, and was quite amazed at the generoſity 
of the allies; for ſublime virtue is above the 
comprehenſion of bad men, He could not help 
_ admiring it, though he durſt not praiſe it. The 
nobleneſs of the action made him reflect with 
ſhame on all his treacheries and cruelties. He 
endeavoured to depreciate the generoſity of his 
enemies, being aſhamed to ſeem ungrateful, while 
he had ſuch obligations to them; but wicked 
men are ſoon hardened againſt all ſenſe of moral 
obligation, Finding the reputation of the allies 
increaſed every day, he thought he muſt .of ne- 
ceſſity perform ſome notable exploit to prevent 
the loſs of his own ; and being incapable of 
| executing 
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executing any that was praiſe worthy, he rev 
ſolved at leaſt to try if he could not obtain ſoare 
ſignal advantage over them; accordingly he 
Prepared to give them battle. The day deſtined 
to the engagement being come, ſcarce had Au- 
rora unbarred to the ſun the portals of the eaſt, 
in a path beſtrewed with roſes, when Telema- 
ohus, in vigilance outſtripping the oldeſt com- 
manders, ſprang from the downy arms of ſleep, 
and called up all the officers, Already his he 
met, adorned with a flowing creſt, glittered on 
his head, and the cuiraſs on his back dazzled 
the eyes of the whole army. The work of. 
Vulcan, beſides its natural beauty, diſplayed 
all the ſplendor of the Egis, which was there 
eoncealed, With one hand. he graſped- his 
Hance, and with the other pointed tothe ſeveral 
places where troops were to be poſted, Minerva 
had illumed his-eyes with fire divine, and dig» 
nified his looks with a ſublime majeſtic air, pre- 
ſaging victory. He commanded the army to 
march; then all the chiefs, finding themſelves 
impelled by a-ſuperior power, forgot their age 
and dignity, and followed where he led. Low 
mean jealouſy could find no place in their hearts. 
Every thing plied before him, whom Minerva 
led inviſibly by the hand. His conduct had now 
nothing in it impetuous or precipitate. He 
was affable, cool, patient, always ready to liſtea- 
| to 
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to others, and to pay a due regard to their ad- 
vice; at the ſame time he was active, foreſee - 
ing, and provident, for the moſt diſtant exi- 
gencies, regulating euery thing with judgment 
and propriety, neither embarraſſing himſelf, nor 
others; excuſing miſtakes, retrieving blunders, 
obviating difficulties, never requiring. any thing 
too hard or unreaſonable of any one, and dif- 
fukng through all ranks freedom and conhdence, 
Did he iſſue orders? It was in terms the moſt 
clear and explicit, repeating them, that the per- 
ſon who was to execute. them, might be tho- 
roughly apprized of his intentions. He could 
diſcover by his eyes, whether he apprehended 
his meaning. He then made him explain in 
what ſenſe he underſtood his words, and what 
it was he principally aimed at in the enterprize. 
After he had thus proved the underſtanding and 
capacity of him who was to execute the com- 
miſſion, he diſmiſſed him, but not till he had 
firſt beſtowed upon him ſome mark of confi- 
dence and eſteem for his encouragement. Hence 
all thoſe whom he thus employed were extremely 
zealous to pleaſe him, and to ſecure ſucceſs, 
without reſtraint, or fear of being made an- 
ſwerable for miſcarriage, for he always forgave 
involuntary errors, The horizon now appeared 
all in a blaze with the rays of the approaching 
ſun, and the fea was deeply tinged with the 
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bluſh of the dawning day. The coaſt was quite 
covered with men and arms, horſes and cha- 
riots, all in motion, and attended with a con- 
fuſed noiſe, like that of the raging waves, when 
Neptune rouſes the fell tempeſt from the bottom 
of the abyſs. Thus did Mars begin by the din 
of arms, and the noiſy apparatus of war, to 
ſow the ſeeds of rage in every heart. All over 
the plain appeared the briſtling pikes, like ears 
of corn, which cover the fruitful fields in the 
time of harveſt, Already, clouds of duſt aroſe, 
ſo that neither heaven nor earth could be diſ- 
cerned by human fight, while confuſion, hor- 
ror, ſlaughter, and unrelenting death, advanced 
with haſty ſtrides. Scarce were the firſt darts 
thrown, when Telemachus, lifting his hands 
and eyes to heaven, thus preferred his prayer, 
44 O Jupiter, father of gods and men, on our 
fide thou ſeeſt juſtice and a diſpoſition to peace, 
which we have not been aſhamed to endeavour 
to obtain. It is with reluctance we engage in 
battle; we ſhould be glad to avoid ſhedding hu- 
man blood, and we do not even hate the enemy 
we are juſt going to encounter, though cruel, 
perfidious, and ſacrilegious. Try our cauſe, and 
judge between us. As our lives are in thy 
hand, if we muſt fall, we ſubmit. But if we 
deliver Heſperia, and humble the tyrant, as we 
ſhall be indebted for the victory to your power, 

. and 
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and the wiſdom of your daughter Minerva, the 
glory of it will alſo be due to you. It is thou 
| who holdeſt the balance in thy hand, and de- 
termineſt the iſſue of battles, and for thee we 
fight; as thou art our judge, Adraſtus is more 
thy enemy than ours. If before the cloſe of 
the day, thy cauſe ſhould be victorious, the 
blood of a whole hecatomb ' ſhall ſtream upon 
thine altars,” He ſpoke; and forthwith drove 
his fiery foaming ſteeds among the thickeſt ranks 
of the enemy, The firſt he encountered was 
Periander, the Locrian, covered with the ſkin 
of a lion, that he had killed when he was tra- 
velling in that country, He was armed like 
Hercules, with an enormouſly large club, and 
his ſtrength and ſtature were ſuch, that he re- 

ſembled a giant. When he caſt his eyes on Te- 
| lemachus, he deſpiſed his youth, and the beauty 
of his countenance. “ It well befits thee, ef- 
feminate ſtrippling (ſaid he), to diſpute with me 
the prize of military glory. Go, child, go, 
and ſeek thy father in the ſhades below,” So 
ſaying, he lifted up his ponderous, knotty club, 
which was armed with iron ſpikes, and looked 
like the maſt of a ſhip. Every body dreaded 
deſtruction from its fall; but he aimed it at the 
head of the ſon of Ulyſſes, who avoided it, by 
flipping aſide, and then ſprung upon Periander 
with the . rapidity of an eagle darting through 
6 the 
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the air, The club in its deſcent broke in 
pieces the wheel of a chariot, pretty near to 
that of Telemachus. In the mean time, the 
young Greek with a javelin pierced the throat 
of Periander, whoſe voice was choaked by the 
blood that guſhed from the large gaping wound, 
His fiery horſes feeling no longer the reſtraint 
of his enfeebled hand, now ſcampered up and 
down the field, the looſe reins flowing on their 
necks, At laſt he tumbles from the chariot, 
his eyes already cloſed for ever, and pale death 
pictured in bis ghaſtly face. Telemachus tak- 
ing pity upon him, delivered his body immedi- 
ately to his attendants; but kept the lion's 
ſkin, and the club, as trophies of his victory. 
He then went in queſt of Adraſtus in the crowd; 
but before he found him, ſent many a combat- 
ant to the infernal regions, Hileus, whoſe cha- 
riot was drawn by two courſers, like thoſe of 
the ſun, fed in the extenſive meadows watered 
by the river Aufidus. Demoleon, who in Si- 
cily formerly atmoſt equalled Erix in fighting 
with the ceſtus, Crantor, who had been the 
friend and entertainer of Hercules, when that 
ſon of Jupiter paſſed through Heſperia, and put 
to death the infamous Cacus, Menecrates, 
who is ſaid to have been little inferior to Pol- 
lux, in wreſtling, Hippocoon the Salapian, 
who imitated with ſucceſs the dexterity and 


gracefulneſs 
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eracefulneſs of Caſtor in horſemanſhip. Eury- 
medes, the famous hunter, always ſtained with 
the blood of bears and wild boars, killed on 
the ſnowy tops of the cold Apennine, who is 


ſaid to have been ſo dear to Diana, that ſhe 


taught him herſelf to ſhoot with the bow. Ni- 
coſtrates, who vanquiſhed a giant that vomited 
fire among the rocks of mount Gargan, Ele- 
anthes, betrothed to the young Pholoe, daugh- 
ter of the river Liris, who had promiſed to give 
her in marriage to him who ſhould deliver her 


from a winged ſerpent hatched upon the banks 
of the river, which, according to the prediction 


of an oracle, would have devoured her in a few 
days. The young man, deeply enamoured of 
the maid, expoſed himſelf to almoſt certain 
death, in order to kill the monſter, but he came 
off victorious, He had not, however, reaped the 
fruit of his victory; for while Pholoe, in hopes 
of hymeneal joy, impatiently waited for him, 
ſhe learned that he had followed Adraſtus to the 
war, and that the Fates had cruelly cut ſhort 
the thread of his days. The neighbouring 
woods and mountains echoed with her lament- 
ations: ſhe bathed her eyes in tears, and tore 
her fine hair; forgetting the garlands of flowers 
that ſhe had been uſed to gather, and charging 
heaven with injuſtice. As ſhe never ceaſed 
weeping night and day, the gods, moved with 
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her diſtreſs, and her father's intreaties, put an 
end to her grief: for, in conſequence of the 
tears ſhe ſhed, ſhe was all on a ſudden changed 
into a fountain, which glides into the boſom of 
the river, and joins its waters to thoſe of the 
god her father; but the water of the fountain 
is bitter, the plants upon its margin never flow» 
ereth, and no other ſhade but that of cypreſs 
is found upon its melancholy banks, Mean- 
while, Adraſtus being informed that Telemachus 
ſpread terror all around him, eagerly ſought the 
youth. He flatiered himſelf that it would be 
an eaſy matter to vanquiſh the ſon of Ulyſles, 
yet ſo young; and he placed around him thirty 
Daunians, of extraordinary ſtrength, agility and 
boidneſs, to whom he promiſed great rewards 
if they could by any means whatſoever diſpatch 
Telemachus in the engagement. Had he then 
met the young Greek, undoubtedly theſe thirty 
men ſurrounding his chariot, while he attacked 
him in front, would have found little difficulty 
in cutting him off; but Minerva led them an- 
other way, Adraſtus, fancying he ſaw, and heard 
Telemachus in the hollow. of the plain, at the 
foot of a hill, where there was a crowd of com- 
batants, runs, or rather flies thither, eager to 
glut 'himſelf with his blood: but, inſtead of 
Telemachus, he finds old Neſtor, who, with a 
trembling hand, was throwing about him ſome 
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' harmleſs darts. Adraſtus, in his fury, would 


have diſpatched him immediately, had not a 
troop of Pylians thrown themſelves about him. 
Then did a ſhower of darts darken all the air, 
and envelope the combatants ; and nothing was 
heard but the heavy groans and 'cries of the dy- 
ing, and the clattering noiſe made by the ar- 


mour of thoſe who fell in the crowd, The 


ground was loaded with heaps of dead bodies, 
and ftreams of blood ran down on all ſides, 
while Mars and Bellona, with the infernal Fu- 
ries clad in robes dropping all over with blood, 
feaſted their cruel eyes with the ſpeCtacle, and 
continually renewed the rage of the combatants. 
Theſe divinities, enemies to mankind, baniſhed 
from the breaſts of both parties generous pity, 
gentle humanity, and valour tempered with mo- 
deration, | 

In ſuch a tumult of men, intent upon de- 


ſtroying one another, all was carnage, revenge, 


deſpair, and brutal fury, Even the ſage and 
mvincible Pallas herſelf ſhuddered when ſhe be- 
held it, and was ſtruck with horror, In the 
mean time Philoctetes, with ſlow ſteps, and 
bearing in his hands the arrows of Hercules, 
advanced to the aſſiſtance of Neſtor. Adraſtus, 
unable to offend the good old man, had hurled 


his darts at ſeveral Pylians, who bit the ground, 


Already he had overthrown Euſilas, ſo ſwift in 
| M 2 running, 
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running, that he ſcarce left the prints of his 
feet upon the ſand, and in his own country out- 
ſtripped the moſt rapid billows of Eurotas and 
Alpheus. Hard by him had fallen Entyphron, 
more beautiful than Hylas, and a keener ſportſ- 
man than Hippolitus. Pterelas too had fallen, 
who followed Neſtor to the ſiege of Troy, and 
whom Achilles himſelf had loved on account of 
his courage and ftrength ; and Ariſtogiton, who 
by bathing in the river Achelous, had ſecretly. 
received from that god the power of aſſuming, 
all ſorts of forms. In fact, he was ſo nimble 
and quick in all his motions, that he could not 
be detained even by the ſtrongeſt hands, But 
Adraſtus, with his Jance, laid him motionleſs, 
and immediately his ſoul fled, together with his 
blood. Neſtor, ſeeing his braveſt captains fall 
under the hands of the cruel Adraſtus, as the 
yellow ears of corn in harveſt fall under the 
ſharp ſickle of the indefatigable reaper, forgot 
his age, and the danger to which he expoſed 
himſelf, to no purpoſe, and thought of nothing 
but keeping his eyes fixed upon his ſon, who 
bravely maintained the fight in defence of his 
father: but the fatal moment was come, when 
Piſiſtratus was to convince Neſtor what a mis- 

fortune it often is to live to a great age. Piſiſ- 
tratus aimed fo violent a blow at Adraſtus with 
his lance, that it muſt have brought him to the 
| ; ground, 
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ground, but he avoided it, and with a javelin 
wounded in his belly Piſiſtratus, who had been 
a little diſconcerted by miſſing his blow, and 
was now raiſing his lance again. Through the 
wound the bowels of Piſiſtratus began to burſt, 
with a ſtream of blood, and his complexion 
faded like a flower, which the hand of a nymph 
hath plucked in the meadows, The light of 
his eyes was now almoſt extinguiſhed, and his 
tongue faultered. Alceus, his governor, who | 
was cloſe by him, ſupported him, when he was 
juſt going to fall, and had hardly time to con- 
vey him to his father's arms before his death: 
for, while he was opening his mouth in order 
-to ſpeak, and give his father the laſt marks of 
his tenderneſs, he expired. While Philoctetes 
ſpread death and diſmay around him, in repel- 
ling the efforts of Adraſtus, Neſtor held the 
corpſe of his ſon claſped in his arms, at the 
ſame time pouring forth the moſt bitter wail- 
ings, unable to endure the light of day. 
« Wretch that I am !” ſaid he, <* te have been 
-a father, and to have lived fo long! alas ! 
crue] Deſtinies, why did ye not put an end to 
my life, either at the chace of the wild boar 
Calydon, or the firſt ſiege of Troy, or when 
I made the voyage to Colchos ? I ſhould then 
have died gloriouſly, and without feeling this 
bitter diſtreſs ; whereas I am now daomed to 
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linger out a miſerable old age, diſeaſed and im- 
potent | 1 now live only to be wretched, and 
am inſenſible to every thing but grief! O my 
fon! O my ſon! my dear ſon Piſiſtratus ! 
when I loſt your brother Antilochus, I had you 
Jeft to comfort me: but as I have now loft 
you alſo, I ſhall never be comforted any more ; 
I have now no mare happineſs to expect. I am 
even excluded from hope, the only cordial that 
enables mankind to ſupport affliction, ( my 
dear children, Antilochus and Piſiſtratus ! to- 
day, methinks, I have loſt you both; the death 
of the one making the wound I had received 
in my heart, by that of the other, to bleed 

afreſh. I ſhall not ſee either of you any more, 
| Whom have I now to cloſe my eyes, or gather 
my aſhes? O my dear Piſiſtratus, you died, as 
did your brother, like a [gallant «man ; but I, 
I alone am obliged to live.” So ſaying, he 
made an attempt to kill himſelf with a javelin 
that he had in his hand, but was prevented, 
and the body of his ſon forced from his em- 
brace, The unhappy old man then ſwooned 
away, and was carried to his tent; where hav- 
.Ing recovered his ſpirits a little, he would have 
returned to the engagement, but was with-held 
by force, In the mean time, Adraſtus and Phi- 
loctetes were looking out for one another, their 
eyes ſparkling like thoſe of a lion or leopard 

when 
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when they ſeek to tear one another in pieces on 
the plains watered by the Cayſtea, Dire me- 
naces, hoſtile fury, and cruel vengeance gleam 
from their voracious eyes, Wherever their 
ſhafts are hurled, certain death attends them ; 
and all the combatants behold them with af=- 
fright, Already they appear to each other's 
view; and when Philoctetes draws one of thoſe 
dreadful arrows, which never miſſed the mark 
when ſhot by him, but ſtill inflicted wounds 
that were incurable, But Mars, who favour- 
ed the cruel, yet intrepid Adraftus, could not 
bear to ſee him fall fo ſoon ; for he was re- 
folved to increaſe the carnage, and prolong the 
horrors of war, Adraſtus was yet ſpared by 
the gods, to execute their juſtice in puniſhing 
mankind by ſhedding human blood. At the 
very inſtant, when PhiloCtetes was going to 
attack him, he received a wound with a lance 
from Amphimachus, a young Lucanizn, more 
beautiful than the famous Nireus, who, in that 
reſpect, was inferior to none of all thoſe wha 
were at the ſiege of Troy, except Achilles alone. 
No ſooner had Philoctetes received the wound, 
than he let the arrow fly at Amphimachus, and 
pierced him to the heart, Immediately his 
beautiful black eyes were quenched, and covered 
with the fhades of death, The vermillion of 
his lips, more lively than the roſes which Au- 
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rora ſcatters through the horizon at the dawn 
of day, now vaniſhed, and a deadly paleneſs 
overſpread his cheeks, That face, ſo delicate 
and tender, was ſuddenly disfigured, Philoc- 

tetes himſeif could not help pitying his fate : 
and all the combatants were greatly affected 
when they ſaw him fall and welter in his blood ; 
his hair, beautiful as Apollo's golden locks, now 


trailing in the duſt, Philoctetes, having ſlain 


Amphimachus, was obliged to quit the battle; 
his ſtrength, by the loſs of blood, beginning to 
fail him; and even his old wound, by the ef- 
forts he made, ſeeming ready to break out again, 
and renew his pains; for the ſons of Eſcula- 
pius, with all their divine ſkill, had not been 
able to cure him entirely. Behold him then 
upon the point of falling on a heap of dead bo- 
dies that ſurrounded him, when Archidamus, 
the moſt high; ſpirited and dexterous of all the 
Oebalians, whom he brought with him to found 
Petilia, carried him off from the engagement at 
the very inſtant when Adraſtus, with eaſe, would 
have laid him at his feet. Nothing now could 
ſtand before Adraſtus, or ſtop his career, all his 
opponents fell or bled. He ruſhed like a tor- 
rent, that, ſurmounting all obſtacles, ſweeps 
away with its rapid flood the fields of corn, 
flocks, and villages, Telemachus heard at a 
diſtance the ſhouts of the conquerors, and at 

the 
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the ſame time ſaw the diſorder of his own troops, 
flying before. Adraſtus as a herd of timorous 
deer traverſe the vaſt foreſts, woods, mountains, 
and even the moſt rapid rivers when purſued 
by the huntſmen. He groaned; and indigna- 
tion lightning from his eyes, he quits the place 
where he had fought a long time with much 
danger and glory, He runs to the aſſiſtance of 
his troops; he advances covered all over with 
the blood of a great number of the enemy, 
whom he had laid groveling in the duſt, Even 
at a diſtance he ſhouted ſo loud as to be heard 
by both the armies, Minerva had ſwelled his 
voice to ſuch a terrible pitch, that all the neigh- 
bouring mountains echoed with the ſound, 
Never did Mars exalt his horrid voice with 
greater force in Thrace when he ſummons the 
infernal Furies, War and Death. By. his ſhout- 
ing, Telemachus inſpired the troops of his own 
ſide with courage and ſpirit, while he froze 
the blood of his enemies with fear. Even 
Adraſtus was aſhamed to find himſelf diſordered. 
A great many unfavourable preſages alarmed 
him, and it was rather deſpair than cool cou- 
rage that ſupported his ſpirits, Thrice did his 
trembling knees begin to ſink under him; thrice 
did he recoil without thinking of what he did, 
A deadly paleneſs and cold ſweat overſpread his 
body and his limbs, His hoarſe faulteriog voice 
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could hardly pronounce one word diſtinct : his 
fierce gloomy eyes ſeemed ready to ſtart from 
his head, and all his motions were convullive ; 
ſo that he looked like Oreſtes agitated by the 
Furies. Then did he begin to apprehend, that 
there were gods. He thought he ſaw them in- 
cenſed againſt him; and heard a hollow voice 
come from the bottom of the abyſs, to call him 
to gloomy Tartarus, Every circumſtance ſerved 
to convince him that an inviſible celeſtial hand 
hung over him, ready to fall heavy on his head, 
All hope was extinguiſhed in his breaſt ; and 
all his intrepidity forſook him, as the day-light 
diſappears when the ſun ſets in the boſom of 
the ſea, leaving the earth enveloped in the ſhades 
of night, The impious Adraſtus, ſuffered to 
remain too long on earth, if men had not ren» 
dered ſuch a ſcourge neceſſary; the impious 
Adraſtus, I ſay, now draws near his end. He 
runs headlong to meet his inevitable deſtiny, 
attended by horror, ſharp remorſe, confterna- 


tion, fury, rage, and deſpair, No ſooner did 
he perceive Telemachus, than he thought he 


faw Avernus open, and the flames that iflue 
from the duſky Phlegethon ready to devour him. 
He. cries aloud ; and his mouth remains wide 
open, without his being able to utter an arti- 
culate found, Like a man aſleep, who, in a 
frigh:ful dream opens his mouth, and makes an 

| effort 
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effort to ſpeak 5 but his tongue fails him, and - 
he endeavours to ut it in vain, With preci- 
pitation and a trembling hand he throws a ja- 
velin at Telemachus ; who, cool and intrepid 
as the favourite of the gods, covers himſelf with 
his buckler. Victory ſeemed already to ſhield 
him, as it were, with her wings, and to hold 
a crown ſuſpended over his head; courage, 
calm and unruffled, beaming in his eye. One 
would have taken him for Minerva herſelf, ſuch 
ſagacity and preſence of mind did he diſcover 
amidſt the greateſt dangers, The javelin which 
Adraſtus threw having been repelled by the 
ſhield of Telemachus, he inſtantly unſheaths 
his ſword, that he might not give the ſon of 
Ulyſſes time to launch his javelin in his turn. 
Telemachus, ſceing him ſword in hand, forth- 
with unſheathed his own, and left his javelin 
uneſſayed. The other combatants ſeeing them 
thus engaged in cloſe fight, laid down their 
arms, and with ſilent attention beheld the con- 
teſt, expecting that it would determine the fate 
of the war. Their two ſwords, gleaming like 


the flaſhes of lightning from whence the thun- 


der breaks, croſſed one another ſeveral times, 
and with their ineffectual ſtrokes the poliſhed 
armour, rings. The combatants extend their 
bodies, and contract themſelves by turns, Some- 
times they ſtoop, and in an inſtant riſe again: 
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at laſt they cloſe. The ivy, ſpringing at the 
root of a wild aſh, does not claſp more cloſely 
with its interwoven branches the hard and knot- 
ty trunk, till it reaches the higheſt branches, 
than they claſped one another. Adraſtus had 
not loſt any of his ſtrength, and 'Telemachns 
had not attained. to his full vigour. The for- 
mer ſeveral: times endeavoured to ſurprize the 
latter, and take him from his poize. He en- 
deavoured alſo to. wreſt his ſword from him, but 
in vain:; for at that. inftant Telemachus lifted 
him up, and flung him on the plain. Then 
did that impious man, who. had always deſpiſed 
the gods, diſcover a. daſtardly fear of death; 
and, though. aſhamed to aſk his life, yet he 
plainly. ſhewed that he wiſhed for it,, by. endea- 
youring to move the pity of Telemachus, 
<« Son of Ulyſſes,” ſaid he, “ now am I con- 
vinced of the juſtice of the gods, who puniſh 
me as I deſerve. By misfortune alone are the 
eyes of men opened to ſee the truth which-.L 
now ſee, and by which. I am condemned ; but 
let an unhappy king remind you of your father, 
who is far from Ithaca, and let that remem- 
brance touch your noble heart,” Telemachus, 
who held him down with his knees, and had 
already raiſed his ſword to plunge it in his 
| breaſt, immediately replied : *I deſire nothing 
more than victory, and the tranquillity. of the 

| nations 
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nations that I eame to ſuccour. I take no 
pleaſure in ſhedding blood, Live then, Adraſtus, 
but live to repair your faults : reſtore whatever 
you have unjuſtly ſeized ; re-eſtabliſh peace 
and juſtice upon the coaſt of the great Heſperia, 
which you have violated by ſo many maſlacres 
and treacheries ; live, and become another man z 
learn by your fall that the gods are juſt ; that 
bad men are miſerable, and deceive themſelves 
when they think to obtain happineſs by viow 
lence, cruelty, and falſehood ; laſtly, that no» 
thing is ſo ſweet and cordial' as the practice of 
ſimple, ſtedfaſt virtue, Give us your ſon Me- 
trodorus, together with twelve of your prin. 
cipal ſubjects as hoſtages.” So faying, Tele- 
machus ſuffered Adraſtus to riſe, and held out 

his hand to him, without the leaſt ſuſpicion of 
treachery ; but Adraſtus that inſtant threw at 
him a ſecond javelin, very ſhort, which he had 
bitherto kept concealed, So ſharp was the wea» 
pon, and with ſo much force was it thrown, 
that it would have penetrated the armour of 
Telemachus, had it not been divine, Mean- 
while, Adraſtus ran behind a tree, to elude the 
purſuit of Telemachus, who thus exclaimed: 
„ Daunians, you ſee the victory is ours; the 
miſcreant could not have ſaved himſelf, without 
having had recourſe to treachery ; and, though 
he is not afraid of the 3 he is afraid of 

death: 
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death : whereas thoſe who fear the gods, fear 
nothing elfe,” Pronouncing theſe words, he 
advanced towards the Daunians, making a fign 
at the ſame time to his own men, who were on 
the other ſide of the tree, to cut off the retreat 
of the perfidious Adraſtus, who, now afraid of 
being ſurpriſed, feigned to return the way he 
came, and would have opened to himſelf a paſ- 
fage through the Cretans, who oppoſed his re- 
treat, But Telemachus immediately darted 
upon him, quick as the thunderbolts which the 
father of the gods hurls from the lofty Olympus 
on the heads of guilty men, ſeizes him, throws 
him down, and, as deaf to his intreaties as the 
cruel north wind when it levels the flender ears 
that gild the plain, though the impious caitiff 
attempted once more to abuſe the goodneſs of his 
heart, he plunged his ſword into his © boſom, 
and ſends him headlong, as his crimes deſerved, 
among the flames of gloomy Tartarus. 
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Adraſtus being dead, the Daunians offer their hands 1} 
to the allies, to ſignify their inclination to peace; | 
and deſire them to allow them to chuſe a king 
out of their own nation. Neflor, being incon- 
ſoleable for the loſs of his ſon, comes not to the = 
aſſembly of the chiefs ; in which ſeveral give it | 
as their opinion, that the lands of the conquered 
ought to be divided, and the territory of Arpi 
ceded to Telemachus. Far from accepting this 
offer, Telemachus makes it appear to be the com- 

mon intereſt of the allies to chuſe Polydamus king 
of the Daunians, and to leave them in poſſeſſion 
| of their lands. He afterwards prevailed upon | 
that people to aſſign the country of Arpi to Dio- | 
medes, who then chanced to arrive in the camp. | 
The troubles being. thus compoſed, the ſeveral 
nations ſepardte, in order to return home. 
ADRA. 
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DRASTUS was no ſooner dead, than 
the Daunians, far from regretting their 
defeat, and the loſs of their chief, rejoiced at 
their deliverance; offering their hands to the 
allies, in token of their pacific diſpoſition and 
reconciliation, Metrodorus, the ſon of Adraſ- 
tus, whom his father had trained to maxims of 
diſſimulation, injuſtice, and cruelty, like a cow- 
ard, betook himſelf to flight. But a ſlave, who 
had been his accomplice in all his cruel and in- 
famous actions, to whom he had granted liberty 
and many favours, and who now attended him 
in his flight, thought of nothing but abuſing 
his confidence from a mercenary view : accord- 
ingly he ſtabbed him as he fled in the back, 
cut off his head, and carried it to the camp of 
the allies, hoping to receive a great reward for 
a crime that would put an end to the. war. 
But he was held in abhorrence for what he had 
done, and put to death, Telemachus could 
not refrain from tears, when he beheld the 
head of Metrodorus, who was young, extremely 
beautiful, and naturally of a good diſpoſition, 
but corrupted by pleaſure and bad example. 
Alas!“ ſaid he, thus it is that young 
_ princes are ſpoiled by proſperity ; the greater 
their elevation and vivacity are, the farther do 
they recede from every virtuous principle they 
| may 
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may have: and, perhaps, that would now have 
been my caſe, had not I, thanks to the gods, 
by the misfortunes I have undergone from my 
infancy, and the inſtructions of Mentor, been 
taught moderation. The Daunian chiefs in 
council aſſembled, demanded no other condi- 
tion of peace, but that they ſhould be allowed. 
to chuſe a king out of their own nation; who, 
by+his virtues, might wipe out the ſtains with 
which the impious Adraſtus had ſullied the royal 
dignity, They thanked the gods, that they 
had cut off the tyrant, and came in crowds to 
kiſs the hand of Telemachus, which had been 
imbrued in the blood of the monſter, looking 
on their defeat as a triumph. Thus, in a mo- 
ment, did that power vaniſh irrecoverably which 
had threatened the downfal of all the ſtates of 
Heſperia, and made ſo many nations tremble. 
Like thoſe grounds that appear firm and ſolid, 
but are gradually undermined, For a long 
time, the weak attempts to ſap them are ridi- 
culed ; no alteration appears, no part finks or 
gives way, or ſeems to be hollow ; but, in the 
mean time, the whole, by little and little, is 
undermined, till at laſt all at once the ground 
gives way, and opens a dreadful gulph. Thus 
power acquired by violence, injuſtice, and fraud, 
how much ſoever it may appear to proſper, digs 
a pit for itſelf, Fraud and oppreſſion, by de- 
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grees, undermine the moſt ſolid foundations of 
legal authority, Power acquired in that man— 
ner is admired and dreaded ; it makes the world 
tremble, till it vaniſhes in a moment, and finks 
under its own weight, Nor can it ever riſe 
again; having overthrown, as it were, with its 
own hands, the true pillars of power, namely, 
good faith and juſtice; by which the love and 
confidence of mankind are gained, Next day 
the chiefs of the army aſſembled to grant a king 
to the Daunians. It gave them great pleaſure 
to obſerve the two camps united by ſo unex- 
pected a friendſhip, and the two armies become 
in a manner but one, The ſage Neſtor could 
not aſſiſt at the council, his heart being quite 
broke with grief and old age; as a flower, which 
at the dawn of day was the ornament and glory 
of the green fields, is in the evening overwheim<, 
ed, and Janguiſhes beneath the beating gain, 
His eyes were become two fountains. of tears 
that never ceaſed to flow. Far from them fled 
balmy ſleep, that ſoothes the moſt poignant 
forrow : and hope, that animates the heart of 
man, in him was quite extinguiſhed, All kind 
of nouriſhment was diſtaſteful to the unfortu- 
nate old man, and even the light grew odious. 
The only wiſh of his ſoul was to be diſengaged 
from the body, and to deſcend into the endleſs 
ſhades of Pluto's empire. All his friends at- 
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tempted to conſole him in vain: he had no 
more reliſh for friendſhip and converſation than 
a ſick man has for food. He made no other 
reply to the moſt endearing expreflions of his 
friends, than groans and ſobs. Now and then 
he would exclaim: „O my fon Piſiſtratus, 
Piſiſtratus, Piſiſtratus, thou calleſt me, I ſhall 
follow thee, Pifſtratus! Thou wilt make death 
agreeable, my dear ſon | I defire nothing more 
to make me happy, than to ſee thee again upon 
the banks of Styx.“ Then he would paſs whole 
hours without ſpeaking ; groaning only, and 
lifting his hands and ſtreaming eyes to heaven, 
Meanwhile, the -princes in council aſſembled 
were waiting for Telemachus, who ſtood by the 
body of Piſiſtratus, ſtrewing it with flowers by 
handfuls; adding exquiſite perfumes, and ſhed- 
ing floods of bitter tears | O my dear com- 
panion,”, ſaid he, „never ſhall I forget that I 
ſaw you at Pylos, followed you to Sparta, and 
met with you again upon the coaſt of the great 
Heſperia, Many were the obligations I owed 
you ; I loved you, as you did me; and I was 
no ſtranger to your valour, which would have 
ſurpaſſed that of many famous Grecian warriors. 
Alas ! it was your valour which put an end to 
your days ; with glory indeed, but deprived 
the world of the benefit of your virtues, which 
would have equalled thoſe of your father. Yes, 
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in a more advanced age, your wiſdom and elo- 
querice would not have fallen ſhort of your 
father's, which were admired by all Greece, 
Vou ſpoke in a manner ſo inſinuating, that is 
vas irreſiſtible : there was a ſimplicity in your 
narratives ; you was endued with that fagacity 
and moderation which operate like a charm 'in 
pacifying the angry and paſſionate ; and had 
acquired that authority which reſults from pru- 
dence and judicious counſel, When you ſpoke, 
all that were preſent liſtened with attention ; all 
were prepoſſeſſed in your favour ; all wiſhed that 
you might have reaſon on your fide ; and your 
ſimple modeſt eloquence diſtilled upon their 
hearts, as the dew falls upon the tender grafs. 
Alas ! of all theſe valuable endowments which 
we poſſeſſed but a few hours ago, we are now 
deprived for ever. Piſiſtratus, whom I em- 
braced this morning, is now no more ; nothing 
Temains of him but the ſad remembrance, Had 
you lived to cloſe the eyes of Neſtor, and your 
own had not been cloſed ſo early, he would not 
have ſeen what he now ſees, nor been the moſt 
wretched of fathers.” After this lamentation, 
Telemachus directed the bleeding wound in the 
fide of Piſiſtratus to be waſhed, Then he was 
laid by his order on a bed of purple, where his 
head reclining on one ſide, and his face exhi- 
"OC the pale livery of death, he reſembled a 
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young tree, which, after it had overſhadowed a 
large ſpace of ground, and extended its verdant 


boughs towards heaven, had been ſtretched on 
the earth by the ſharp axe of the woodman. 


No longer is it ſupported by its roots, nouriſh- 


ed in the boſom of its fruitful mother the 
earth: it languiſhes, and its verdure diſappears ; : 
it nods, it falls. Its branches; which before 
excluded the light of heaven, now ſweep the duſt, 
decayed and withered ; and it is nothing more 
than a log, ſtripped of all its beauty, Thus 


Piſiſtratus become a prey to death, was taken 


away in order to be laid upon the funeral pile. 
Already the flame aſcends towards heaven. A 


company of Pylians, with ſlow and ſolemn ſteps, 


arms reverſed, and downcaſt eyes all bathed in. 


tears, conveyed it to the pile, As ſoon as it 


was conſumed, the aſhes were incloſed in a gol- 
den urn, which Telemachus, who ſuperintend- - 
ed the whole ceremony, committed as a great 


treaſure to the care of Callimachus, who had 
been the tutor of Piſiſtratus. Take care, 
laid he, „of theſe mclancholy, but precious 


remains of him whom you loved. Keep them 
for his father; but, before you preſent them to 


him, wait till he has recovered ſtrength enough 


to aſk for them: what at one time excites grief, 
at another time aſſwages it.” Telemachus then 


went to the aſſembly of the allied kings, 
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which all were filent as ſoon as he appeared, 
that he might be heard the better. He bluſhed, 
and could not be prevailed upon to ſpeak, The 
acclamations and encomiums beſtowed upon him, 
for all that he had done, increaſed his confuſion ; 
ſo that he wiſhed he could have concealed him- 
ſelf from their view, It was the firſt time he 
had appeared at a loſs, and diſconcerted, At 
laſt he begged it as a favour that they would 
forbear any further panegyric. “ Not,” faid 
he, © that I don't love it, eſpecially when it 
is beſtowed by ſuch good judges of merit : but 
that I am afraid I ſhould grow too fond of it ; 
for it is apt to corrupt the heart, and make us 
conceited, vain, and preſumptuous, We muſt 
endeavour to merit praiſe, but not be too much 
in love with it: the higheſt praiſe reſembles 
that which comes not from the heart, Ty- 
rants, the moſt vicious of the human race, ſtill 
exact from ſycophants the moſt extravagant ap- 
plauſe. What pleaſure can there be in being 
praiſed like them? True genuine praiſe is that 
which you ſhall beſtow upon me in my abſence, 
provided I am fo happy as to deſerve your ap- 
probation, If you really think I have merit, 
you ought alſo to ſuppoſe I would chuſe to be 
accounted modeſt, and to deſpiſe vanity. Spare 
me then if you really eſteem me; and don't 
treat me as one enamourcd of applauſe,” Te- 

| lemachus 
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lemachus having thus expreſſed his ſentiments, 
took no further notice of thoſe who {till con- 
tinued to extol him to the ſkies, and his indif- 
ference ſoon put a ſtop to their encomiums z 
for they began to be afraid of giving him of- 
fence. However, the whole camp admired him 
more and more, when they underſtood what 
regret he had expreſſed for Piſiſtratus, and how 
careful he had been of his obſequies. The whole 
army was more affected by theſe marks of the 
goodneſs of his heart, than by all the prodigies 
of wiſdom and valour which he had exhibited, 
« He is wiſe, he is valiant !” ſaid they to one 
another, in private, “he is beloved by the gods, 
and the greateſt hero of the age: nay he is more 
than human! yet-theſe qualities only excite our 


wonder and aſtoniſhment. But he is humane, 


benevolent, a faithful and affectionate friend, 
compaſſionate, liberal, beneficent, and wholly 
attached to thoſe whom he is bound to love, 
He is the delight of thoſe he lives with: he has 


entirely ſhaken off his former haughtineſs, indif 


ference, and pride, Thoſe his good qualities 
are of general uſe. They touch the heart; 
they bind our affections to him; they make us 
ſo ſenſible of all his goodneſs, inſomuch that 
we would willingly lay down our lives for his 
advantage,” When this diſcourſe was over, 
they began to deliberate vpon giving a king to 

8 the 
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the Daunians, It was the opinion of moſt of 
the princes who were preſent in the council, 
that their country ought to be conſidered as 
conquered, and the lands divided. Telemachus 
was offered for his ſhare the fertile country of 
Arpi, which bears twice a year the rich gifts 
of Ceres, the delicious prefents of Bacchus, 
and the ever-green fruit of *the olive, ſacred to 
Minerva. That country,” ſaid they, will 
make you forget the poor cottages of Ithaca, 
the dreadful rocks of Dulichiurh, nd ſavage fo- 
reſts of Zacinthus, Think no more of your 
father, who muſt have periſhed in the waves 
at the promentory of Caphareus, by the venge= 
ance of Nauplius, and the reſentment of 
Neptune ; nor of your mother, who muſt have 
yielded to her lovers ſince your departure; nor 
of your country, whoſe ſoil hath not been ſo 
much the care of the gods as that of the Jands 
which we now offer you.” This diſcuurſe he 
heard patiently : but the rocks of Thrace and 
Theſſaly are not deafer to the plaintive ſuppli- 
cations of deſpairing lovers, than he was to all 
their offers. As for me,” ſaid he, „I do 
not much regard either riches or pleaſures ; of 
what advantage is it to poſſeſs a greater extent 
of land, and to have the government of a greater 
number of men? It is only to have more trou- 
ble and leſs liberty, Life, even to the wiſeſt 
and 
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and wo moderate, is fufficiently ſtocked 


with misfortunes and diſappointments, without 
increaſing them by the government of head- 


ſtrong, reſtleſs, unjuſt, treacherous, and un- 
grateful men. To deſire to be a ruler of men, 
purely for one's own ſake, to get authority, 
grandeur, and pleaſure, is to deſire to be a 
tyrant, a miſcreant, and a ſcourge of mankind, 
On the other hand, when one deſires not to 
rule oyer them but as he ought, and for their 


good, he is not ſo much their ruler, as their 


tutor, and gets nothing by it, but infinite 
trouble; ſo that he is far from deſiring to ex- 


tend his dominions. The ſhepherd, who does 


not butcher his flock, who expoſes his life 
to defend them from wolves, who watches 


them day and night, and conducts them to 


good paſture, is not ſolicitous to increaſe their 
number, or to take any of his neighbour's, for 
it would be only increaſing his trouble. Al- 
though, continued he, I never executed the of- 
fice of king, or governor, yet I have learnt from 
the laws, and the wiſe men that made them, 
how difficult it is to govern cities and king= 
doms, I am, therefore, ſatisfied with y poor 
Ithaca, Small and poor as it is, I ſhall acquire 


glory enough, if I rule it with juſtice, piety, 
and valour. But even there, I ſhall but too 


ſoon aſcend the throne. oy the gods grant 
Vol. II. N that 
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that my father may eſcape the fury of the 
waves, and reign in Ithaca to extreme old age, 
that I may have an opportunity of learning a 
long time from him how to reſtrain my own 
paſſions, ſo as to be able to moderate thoſe of 
a Whole nation.“ He afterwards proceeded 
thus: „ Hear, O ye princes, in council aſſem- 
bled, what I think it my duty to Jay before 
you, for your intereſt, If you aſſign the 
Daunians a juſt king, he will rule them with 
juſtice, and convince them how much it is 
their intereſt to be true to their engagements, 
and not to invade unjuſtly, or uſurp the poſ- 
ſeſſions of their neighbours: a leſſon which 
they never could have learned under the wicked 
Adraſtus, While they are under the govern- 
ment of a wiſe and juſt prince, you will have 
nothing to fear, eſpecially as they will be in- 
debted to you for their good king, and for the 
peace and proſperity they enjoy. Far from at- 
tacking you, they will bleſs you without ceaſ- 
ing, and both king and people will be the 
creatures of your hands. If, on the other hand, 
you ſhould divide their lands among you, theſe, 
J apprehend, will be the conſequences : they 
will become deſperate, and renew the war ; and 
as they will then fight for their liberty, and 
have juſtice on their fide, the gods, who are 
enemies to tyranny, will fight in their behalf. 
If 
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If that ſhould be the caſe, ſooner or later, you 
will certainly be worſted, and your proſperity 
will vaniſh like the ſmoke, The wiſdom and 
counſel of your chiefs, the courage of your 
armies, and the fertility of your lands will fail, 
You will delude yourſelves with vain hopes, en- 
gage in raſh enterprizes, and turn a deaf ear to 
good men, who would tell you the truth. Thus 
will you fink on a ſudden into ruin, and it 
will be ſaid of you: * Is that then the flou- 
riſhing nation which pretended to give law to 
all the world ? They now fly before their ene- 
mies, and are deſpiſed and inſulted by other 
ſtates, This is the work of the gods; and it 
is what an unjuſt, proud, cruel people deſerved.” 
Farther, you ought to conſider, that if you ſhould 
attempt to divide among you this conqueſt, you 
will make all the neighbouring nations unite 
againſt you. Your confederacy formed to de- 
fend the common liberty of Heſperia againſt 
Adraſtus, will render itſelf odious, and you will 
be juſtly charged by all nations with aſpiring to 
univerſal deſpotiſm, But ſuppoſe you ſhould 
conquer the Daunians, and the other ſtates, I 
will now make it appear, that even that ſuc- 
ceſs would prove your ruin. Conſider then in 
the firſt place, that ſuch an enterprize would 
break your union: as it is not founded upon 
Juſtice, you will have no rule to determine your 
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ſeveral pretenſions; each of you. will expect 
that his ſhare ſhould be -proportioned to his 
power, and there is none of you that will have 
authority enough to make the reſt agree to his 
diſtribution. The conſequence will be a war, 
of which your grandchildren may not ſee the 
end. Is it not better to be guided by juſtice 
and moderation, than ambition attended with ſo 
much danger, and ſo many unavoidable misfor- 
tunes ? Are not profound peace, and the inno- 
cent agreeable pleaſures that accompany it, 
chearful plenty, the friendſhip of your neigh- 
bours, the glory inſeparable from juſtice, and 
the authority that is acquired by foreign ſtates 
referring their differences to you, in conſe- 
quence of their eſteem for you, advantages that 
far outweigh the gratification of a ridiculous va- 
nity obtained from unjuſt conqueſt. O ye 
princes! O ye kings! You ſee I am quite diſ- 
intereſted in what I ſay. Liften then to him 
who is ſo much your friend, as to venture to 
contradict and diſpleaſe you, that he may tell 
you the truth.” While Telemachus har- 
rangued in this manner, with an authority 
which they never had obſerved in any other, and 
all the princes were ſtruck with wonder and 
aſtoniſhment at the wiſdom of his counſels, a 
confuſed noiſe diffuſed itſelf through the whole 
camp, and at laſt reached the place where the 
* aſſembly 
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aſſembly was held. A ſtranger, faid they, 
is juſt arrived upon the coaſt with a troop of 
armed men. He has a noble mein, and all the 
appearance of a heio: one may eaſily ſee, that he 
hath been long unfortunate, but the greatneſs 
of his courage hath raiſed him above misfor- 
tune. At firſt the people of the country, who 
guarded the coaſt, were reſolved to attack him 
as an enemy who had made a deſcent with a 
hoſtile intention; but he drew his ſword with 
an intrepid air, and told them he knew how to 
defend himſelf if he was attacked, though he 
wiſhed for peace and hoſpitality : accordingly, 
he held out a branch of olive, as a ſupplianz. 
His requelt being complied with, he deſired to 
be conducted to thoſe who had the government 
of that part of Heſperia, and accordingly they 
are bringing him hither to preſent him to the 
kings here aſſembled.” This account had 
ſcarce been given, when the ſtranger appeared, 
with an air of majeſty that ſurpriſed the whole 
aſſembly. He might have caſily paſſed for the 
god Mars, when he aſſembles upon the moun- 
tains of Thrace his  blood-thirſty troops. He 
addreſied the chiefs thus: * O ye ſhepherds of 
the people, who doubtleſs are here afſembled 
either to defend your country againſt its ene- 
mics, or to enforce the moſt juſt laws, vouch- 
ſafe to hear a man, whom fortune hath perſe- 
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cuted, May the gods grant you may. never meet 
with ſuch misfortunes, I am Diomedes, king 
of Etolia, who wounded Venus at the ſiege 
of Troy, The vengeance of that goddeſs now 
puzſues me through the univerſe, and Neptune, 
who can refuſe nothing to the divine daughter 
of the fea, hath abandoned me to the rage of 
winds and waves, which have often daſhed my 
ſhips to pieces againſt the rocks, The in- 
exorable Venus hath left me no hope of ever 
ſeeing again my kingdom, my family, and the 
ſweet natal clime where I firſt ſaw the day and 
drew my breath. No, I ſhall never ſee again 
what I held moſt dear in life. After having been 
ſo often ſhipwrecked, I have ventured aſhore on 
this ſtrange coaſt, in hopes of finding ſome re- 
poſe, and a ſafe retreat. If you fear the gods, 
and eſpecially Jupiter, who is the protector of 
ſtrangers; if you have any feelings of humani- 
ty, refuſe me not ſome barren corner in this 
wide extended country, ſome deſert, ſome 
craggy cliffs or ſands, where I may, with the 
help of my companions, found a city, which 
may be at leaſt a melancholy repreſentation of 
the place of our nativity, now Joſt, We aſk 
only a ſmall ſpace of ground, which is of no 
uſe to you. We ſhall live in ſtrict friendſhip 
and alliance with you; your enemies ſhall] be 
ours, and we ſhall ever be attached to your in- 
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tereſts, only we deſire we may be allowed to uſe 
our own laws.“ While Diomedes thus addreſſed 
the chiefs, the eyes of Telemachus were fixed 
upon him, and all the different paſſions by 
turns appeared in his countenance. When 
that majeſtic man began to ſpeak of his long 
ſeries of misfortunes, he fondly imagined that 
he might poſſibly be his father. But as ſoon 
as he had declared that he was Diomedes, his 
countenance faded like a fair lower defaced by 
the baleful breath of ruthleſs Boreas. When 
Diomedes afterwards complained of the unre- 
lenting rage of the goddeſs, his words deeply 
affected Telemachus, by reminding him of 
what his father and himſelf had ſuffered. 
Mingled tears of pity and joy ran down his 
checks, and he immediately flew to embrace 
Diomedes. I am, ſaid he, the ſon of 
Ulyſſes, whom you knew, and who was of 
ſome ſervice to you when you carried off the 
famous horſes of Rheſus, The gods have per- 
fecuted him as well as you without pity, If 
the oracles of Erebus do not deceive me, he is 
ſill alive, but not, alas! for me, I left Ithaca 
to go in queſt of him, and now I can neither 
find Ithaca nor him. You may judge by my: 
own misfortunes, what compaſſion I mult feel 
for thoſe of others. The advantage of having 
been unfortunate is, that we can thereby ſym- 
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pathize with the diſtreſſes of others. Although 
I am here but a ftranger myſelf, I can, re- 
nowned Diomedes, the moſt invincible of all the 
_ Greeks except Achilles, (for notwithſtanding the 
calamitics of my country during my infancy, 
my education was not ſo bad as not toknow the 
glory you acquired in battle), I can, I ſay, pro- 
cure you ſome aſſiſtance. Theſe princes, whom 
you ſee, are endowed with humanity ; they 
know there is no virtue, no true courage, no 
ſolid glory without humanity, Misfortune gives 
a new luſtre to the glory of great men. While 
they are ſtrangers to misfortunes, there is ſome- 
thing wanting to complete their characters, as 
their lives afford no examples of patience and 
fortitude; and every heart that has any reliſh 
for virtue, ſympathiſes with it in diftreſs, It 
ſhall, therefore, be our care to comfort you, 
ſince the gods have brought you among us; in 
fo doing they have dealt kindly by us, and we 
ought to account ourſelves bappy that we have 
it in our power to alleviate your diſtreſs,” While 
he ſpoke, Diomedes eyed him with attention 
and ſurprize, and felt a ſtrong emotion in his 
heart. After they had embraced one another, 
as if they had been long intimate friends, Dio- | 
medes exclaimed, O worthy ſon of Ulyſſes, 1. 
recognize in you his mild aſpect, his graceful | 
action, his nervous eloquence, his noble ſenti- 
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ments, and his profound wiſdom.” Then Phi- 
loctetes likewiſe embraced the great ſon f 
Tydeus, and when they had given each other 
an account of their misfortunes, Philoctetes ſaid: 
to Diomedes, ©* Undoubtedly you will be pleaſ- 
ed to ſee again the ſage Neſtor, who has juſt- 
loſt his ſole remaining ſon Piſiſtratus; a path 
of ſorrow is all he now has left in life, and that 
conducts him to the grave. Come, and ſee if 
you can give him any conſolation : an unfor- 
tunate friend is more likely to do it than any 
other,” Then they went both together to the 
tent of Neſtor, who hardly knew Diomedes 
again, ſo much had grief depreſſed his ſpirits. 
and impaired his underſtanding. As Diomedes 
«could not help ſhedding tears at firſt ſight, the 
old man's grief redoubled, but afterwards it was 
gradually aſſuaged by the preſence. of ſuch a 
friend, It plainly. appeared;. that his affliction 
was a little ſuſpended by the pleaſure he found 
in recounting to Diomedes what he had ſuffer= 
ed, and in hearing, in his turn, what had be- 
fallen his friend, While they. converſed to- 
gether, Telemachus and the other chiefs in 
council aſſembled, were debating the queſtion 
concerning the country of the Daunians. Te- 
lemachus adviſed them to give the territory of 
Arpi to Diomedes, and to chuſe for king of the 
Daunians Polydamas, a native of the country, 
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and an officer of diſtinction, whom Adraſtu 
out of jealouſy never would employ, apprehen- 
five leſt the ſucceſs of his arms ſhould be attri- 
buted to his general's abilities, and himſelf 
thereby deprived of the glory, which he other- 
wiſe hoped to enjoy without a rival. Polyda- 
mas had often intimated to him in private, that 
he riſked too much both his life and his crown, 
in a war againſt ſo many nations combined, 
aud would fain have engaged him to act with 
more moderation and juſtice towards his neigh- 
bours : but men who hate the truth, hate alſo 
thoſe who have the courage to tell it them. 
They are not moved either with their zeal, or 
fincerity, or difintereſtedneſs, A deluſive pro- 
ſperity hardened the heart of Adraſtus againſt all 
ſalutary advice; and, notwithſtanding his ſlight- 
ing it, he triumphed every day over his ene- 
mies. By inſult, treachery, and violence, he 
Kill brought victory to declare for him; and 
none of the misfortunes which Polydamas fore- 
told had yet enſued. He made a jeſt of the 
timid caution, that was always foreſeeing dan- 
ger, and Polydamas became ſo inſupportable to 
him, that he diveſted him of all employment, 
and left him to languiſh in poverty and ſolitude. 
His diſgrace at firſt lay very heavy on him, but 
it ſoon gave him what he had never hitherto 
poſſeſſed; it opened his eyes to ſee the vanity 
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of grandeur. He grew wiſe at his own expence: 
he triumphed in his misfortunes: he learned by 
degrees to bear affliction, to be ſatisfied with a 
little, to nouriſh his mind with contemplation 
in tranquillity, to cultivate the ſecret virtues, 
which are of more value than the molt ſhining: 
talents; in fine, to live by himſelf free and in- 
dependent. He took up his reſidence in a de- 
ſert, at the foot of mount Garganus, where a 
hollow rock ſerved him inſtead of a houſe, a 
rivulet that fell from the mountain quenched his 
thirſt, and ſome trees in the neighbourhood 
ſupplied him with fruit. He had two flaves, 
who cultivated a little field: theſe he aſſiſted 
with his own hands, and the land rewarded 
them abundantly for their pains, ſo that they 


wanted for nothing. They had not only plen- | 


ty of fruit and pulſe, but all. forts of ſweet 
ſmelling flowers. There he lamented the un- 
happy lot of thoſe nations, who are undone by 
the abſurd ambition. of their kings. There he 


expected every day to hear that the juſt, though 


long-ſuffering gods, had taken vengeance on 
Adraſtus. The greater his proſperity, the 
nearer he concluded he was to irrecoverable 
ruin ; for ſucceſsful iniquity and imprudence, 
and power ſtretched to the height of deſpotiſm, 
are the forerunners of the fall of kings and 


kingdoms, When he heard of his death and 
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defeat, he diſcovered no indecent Joy, either 
for having foreſeen them, or for being deliver- 
ed from the tyrant, but was extremely uneaſy 
leſt the Daunians ſhould be ſtripped of their li- 
berties. Such was the man whom Telemachus 
_ xecommended to a crown, It was ſome time 
fince he had been informed of his virtue and 
courage; for, in purſuance of Mentor's advice, 
he diligently enquired into the characters of all 
thoſe who were in any conſiderable employment, 
not only in the nations that compoſed the con- 
federacy, and ſerved in the war, but alſo 
among the enemy. He never negleQed to in- 
form himfelf minutely concerning all that were 
eminent either for talents or virtues. The allied 
princes at firſt diſcovered ſome reluctance to the 
placing Polydamas upon the throne, ©* We 
know, ſaid they, by experience, how formidable 
a king of the Daunians is to his neighbours, 
when he is fond of war, and acquainted with- 
the military art, Polydamas is an able officer, 
and wouid be a dangerous enemy,” To this. 
abjection Telemachus replied : It is true, 
Polydamas is acquainted: with war, but then he 
loves peace, and theſe are preciſely the qualifi- 
cations to be wiſhed for, A man who knows. 
the dangers, difficulties, and diſaſters infeparable 
from war, will probably be more cautious of 
engaging in it, than he who bas had no experi- 
| ENCE. 
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ence of its evils: beſides, he hath had an op- 
portunity of acquainting himſelf with the ſweets 
of a quiet life, and he always condemned the 
conduct of Adraſtus, of which he foreſaw the 
fatal conſequences, You have more to fear 
from a weak and ignorant prince, than from 
one who will judge and determine every thing 
himſelf, A prince, weak, ignorant, and with. 
out experience, will ſee only by the eyes of a 
capricious favourite, or a flattering, reſtleſs, 
ambitious miniſter. Hence will he blindly en- 
gage in war Without intending it, and it will 
be impoſſible for you to depend upon him, who 
cannot depend upon himſelf; nor will he be 
true to his engagements, ſo "that you will ſoon: 
be reduced to the hard neceſſity, either of de- 
ſtroying him, or being deftroyed by him, IS 
it not more for your intereſt, more ſafe, and at 
the ſame time more juſt and noble, not to abuſe 
the confidence of the Daunians, but to give 
them a king who is worthy of a crown ?” By 
theſe arguments all the chiefs were perſuaded, 
and aecordingly Polydamas was propoſed to the 
Daunians, who waited with impatience for the 
council's. reſolution. *® When they. heard the 
name of Polydamas, they immediately exclaim=- 

ed, Now are we convinced that the allied 

| princes have no ſiniſter views in regard to us, 
and. that they deſire a laſting peace, ſince they 
| have. 
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have propoſed to us for king a man ſo virtuous, 
and ſo capable of governing well. If they had 


propoſed to us one that was puſillanimous, igno- 


rant, and effeminate, we ſhould have concluded, 
that their intention was to humble us, and to 
unhinge the form of our government, A conduct 
ſo artful and inſidious, would have excited in 
us a violent and laſting reſentment : but by re- 
commending Polydamas, you ſhew the upright- 
neſs of your intentions. Tt is evident, that 
your views in relation to us are juſt and honour- 


able, ſince you have given us a king who is in- 


capable of attempting any thing againſt our li- 
berty, and the glory of our nation, We can, 
therefore, venture to declare in the preſence of 
the juſt gods, that the rivers will return to their 
ſources ere we ceaſe to love ſuch beneficent 
princes, May our lateſt poſterity be informed 


of the benefit now conferred upon us, and re- 


new from generation to generation the peace 
of the Golden Age through all the coaſt of 
* Telemachus then propoſed, that 
they ſhould give to Diomedes the lands of 
Arpi, where he might eſtabliſn his colony. 
« Theſe coloniſts, ſaid he, will be indebted to 
you for their ſettlement in a country at preſent 
unoccupied. Remember, that all men ought to 
Jove one another; that there will always be 
more land than can be ſettled ; and that, as you 

muſt 
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muſt have neighbours, it is better to have thoſe. 
who are obliged to you for their eſtabliſhment. 
Take pity on an unfortunate king, who ean- 
not reach his native country. Polydamas and 
he, united by the bands of juſtice and virtue, 
which are the only laſting ties, will procure 
you an uninterrupted peace, and render you 
formidable to all thoſe neighbours that may 
think of aggrandizing themſelves at your ex- 
pence, You ſee, O Daunians, that we have 
provided you with a king, capable of earrying 
the glory of your country to the higheſt pitch. 
We may hope then, that you will grant, at 
our requeſt, a tract of land which is of no uſe 
to you, to a king who merits all | poflible 
aſſiſtance,” The Daunians, in anſwer to this 
propoſal, ſaid they could refuſe Telemachus 
nothing, ſince it was he that had procured 
them Polydamas for their king, whom they 
immediately went to find in his defert, in or- 
der to place him on the throne, But, before 
their departue, they made a grant of the fertile 
plains of Arpi to Diomedes, there to lay the 
foundations of a new kingdom. This ſettle- 
ment gave great pleaſure to the allies, becauſe 
that Greek colony might be able to aſſiſt them 
powerfully, ſhould the Daunians ever attempt 
to renew the encroachments, of which Adraſtus 


had 
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had ſet them a bad example. The princes now 

reſolved to ſeparate: accordingly Telemachus 
marched off with his troop, and his eyes bathed 
in tears, after he had tenderly embraced the va- 
liant Diomedes, the ſage but inconſolable Neſ- 
tor, and the renowned Philoctetes, who worthily 
inherited the arrows of Alcides. 


THE END OF THE TWENTY=FIRST BOOK... 
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THE ARGUME Nx. 


Telemachus upon bis arrival at Salentum is ſurpriſed 


to find the country ſo well cultivated, and ſo 


little magnificence in the city, Mentor explams 


to bim the reaſons of that alteration, points out 
to bim the errors that commonly prevent a 


5 HMate's flouriſhing, and propoſes to him for a m-- 


del, the conduct and government of Idomeneus. 
Telemachus then diſcloſes his mind to him in re- 
gard to his inclination to eſpouſe Antiope, the 
daughter of that prince. Mentor agrees with 
him in praiſing her good qualities, and aſſures 
bim, that the gods had deſtined her for him; but 
that at preſent he ought to think of nathing but 
ſetting out for Ithaca, and delivering Penelope 


from the irkſome adureſſes of her ſuitors, 


\ 


THE 
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HE young ſon of Ulyſſes glowed with 
impatience to be with Mentor again at 
Salentum, and to embark with him for Ithaca, 
where he hoped his father had by this time 
arrived. ' As he approached Salentum, he was 
greatly ſurpriſed to find all the neighbourhood 
cultivated like a garden, and full of induſtrious 
people, which at his departure was little better 
than a deſart, and concluded that it was the 
work of the ſage Mentor, Then entering the 
City, he perceived fewer artiſans for the luxuries 
of life, and much leſs magnificence than he had 
obſerved before, This change diſguſted him 
greatly, for he was naturally fond of ſhew and 
ſplendor ; but his mind was ſoon engroſſed by 
other thoughts, Seeing Mentor and Idomeneus 
at a diſtance coming to meet him, his boſom 
forthwith throbbed with ſtrong emotions of ten- 
derneſs and joy, At the ſame time, notwith- 
ſtanding his great ſucceſs in the war againſt 
Adraſtus, he was apprehenſive left Mentor 
ſhould not be ſatisfied with his conduct, and, 
therefore, as the ſage approached, he endeavour- 
ed to diſcover in his eyes, whether he had done 
any thing amiſs, After Idomeneus had em- 
braced him with as much tenderneſs as if he 
had been his own ſon, he flew immediately to 
the arms of Mentor, ard bedewed him with 
; his 
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his tears. Mentor then ſaid to him: „ I am 
not diſſatisfied with your conduct. You. have, 
it is true, committed great faults; but then 
they have taught you to know yourſelf better, 
and to be more diffident than you was before. 
One often reaps more benefit from his miſcon- 
duct than from his heroic exploits, Great ac- 
tions are apt to ſwell the mind with pride, and 
to inſpire the moſt dangerous preſumption; 
whereas a man's errors in conduct make him 
look into himſelf, and recall that wiſdom 
which proſperity had exiled, All that you have 
now to do is to be thankful to the gods, and 
not too ambitious of the praiſe of men, You 
have performed great actions, but if you will 
be ingenuous, you muſt own, that but a ſmall 
part of the merit of them is due to you. Is it 
not true that they were ſuggeſted and directed 
by ſomething independent of yourſelf? Would 
not your natural heat and imprudence other- 
wiſe have made them miſcarry ? Did you not 
perceive that Minerva had, as it were, tranſ- 
formed you into ſomething above yourſelf, to 
enable you to perform what you have atchieved ? 
She ſuſpended all your natural defects, like 
Neptune when he pacifies the ſtorms, and 
holds the angry billows in ſuſpenſe.” While 
Idomeneus with eager curioſity interrogated the 
Cretans who returned from the war, Telema- 

chus 
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chus was liſtening to the ſage inſtructions ef 
Mentor. In the courſe of their converſation, 
caſting his eyes around him with ſurprize, he 
exclaimed : + What a change is here! I can- 
not conceive the reaſon. of it, Hath any cala- 
mity befallen Salentum ſince my departure? 
What is become of that magnificence which 
then appeared in every part of the city? I now 
ſee neither gold, nor ſilver, nor precious ſtones ; 
the dreſſes are plain; the buildings which they 
are now ereciing, are neither ſo large nor ſo 
much ornamented as they were then ; the arts 
languiſh, and the city is become a ſolitude,” 
Mentor replied thus with a ſmile: Have you 
obſerved the condition of the country round the 
ay? © Yes, ſaid Telemachus, I obſerved 
that the fields were cultivated, and agriculture 
in repute.” © Which, ſaid Mentor, is moſt 
eligible, a city adorned with marble, gold and 
filver, and a barren neglected country; or a 
fruitful well cultivated country, with a city in 
which there is a ſimplicity of manners, and not 
much magnificence? A large city full of arti- 
ſans employed in promoting luxury and a cor- 
ruption of manners, with a poor ill cultivated 
country about it, reſembles a. monſter with an 
enormous large head, but the reſt of the body, 
for want of nouriſament, meagre and extenuat- 
ed, and bearing no proportion to the head. 
The 
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The true ſtrength and wealth of a kingdom con- 
fiſt in the number of the people, and the pro- 
duce of the lands. Idomeneus has now an infi- 
nite number of people indefatigably laborious, 
through the whole extent of his dominions, ſo 
that they look like one continued city, of which 
Salentum is the center. We have tranſplanted 
from the city to the country the hands with 
which the former was overſtocked, but were 
wanted in the country, in which we have alſo 
induced many foreigners to ſettle, The more 
theſe people multiply, the more they multiply 
by their labours the fruits of the earth; and by 
ſuch a peaceful and agreeable multiplication, the 
power of a ſtate is more enlarged than by a 
conqueſt, We have not ſuppreſſed in the city 
any but ſuperfluous arts, which divert the poor 
from the culture of 'the Jands for the ſupply of 
real wants, and corrupt the rich by introduc- 
ing among them effeminacy and oftentation; 
Nothing has been done that can affect the fine 
arts, or thoſe who cultivate them with a true 
genius, Thus Idomeneus is become much 
more powerful now than when you admired his 
magnificence : that dazzling outſide concealed a 
weakneſs and miſery that would have ſoon 
brought his empire to ruin : now he has a much 
greater number of fubjects, and maintains them 
with more eaſe. Theſe men inured to labour 


and 
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and hardſhip, and taught to deſpiſe death by- 
their love of equitable laws, would all take 
arms to repel an enemy who ſhould - invade the 
lands cultivated by their own labour, Hence 
will the ſtate, which you thought on the 
brink of ruin, ſoon be the wonder of Heſperia. 
Remember, Telemachus, that there are two 
grievances in government ſcarce ever guarded 
againſt, or redreſſed. The firſt is an exorbitant 
illegal power aſſumed by kings; and the ſecond 
is luxury, followed by a corruption of manners. 
When kings once begin to think that their ab- 
ſolute wills are the only laws they are bound by, 
and to give a looſe to their paſſions, their power 
indeed is uncontrolled, But by the exerciſe of 
ſuch a power, they ſap the foundation of it 

for they have no longer any certain rule or 
maxims of government; every one vies with 
another in flattering them; and the number of 
their people, who are now ſlaves and not ſub- 
jects, diminiſhes every day. Who will now ven- 
ture to inform them of the truth, or to check 
the torrent of their power ? They carry all be- 
fore them, while the wiſe lament their blind- 
neſs, retire, and a power ſo exorbitant can be 
reduced to its juſt limits only by force, and a 
ſudden revolution ; but the blow that might 
have reduced it, often overthrows it quite; for 


nothing is more expoſed to a fatal overthrow 


than | 
1 
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than power ſtretched too far, It is like a bow 
too much bent, which never fails to break at 
laſt on a ſudden, unleſs it is flackened : but 
who is it that will venture to ſlacken the bow 
of power? The heart of Idomeneus had been 
ſo much corrupted by an exceſs of power, that 
he was dethroned by his ſubjects, but not cur- 
ed of his folly, It was neceſlary that the gods 
ſhould. ſend us hither to diſabuſe him, in re- 
gard to that exorbitant deſpotic power, for 
which men are altogether unqualified ; ſo that 
a kind of miracle was required to open his eyes. 
The other evil almoſt incurable, is luxury ; for, 
as arbitrary power is the bane of kings, ſo 
luxury impoiſons a whole nation. It is ſaid, 
that luxury maintains the poor at the expence 
of the rich, as if the poor could not gain a live- 
lihood, and be more uſeful in multiplying the 
fruits of the earth, without enervating the rich 
by the refinements of luxury. A whole nation 
comes by degrees to look upon ſuperfluities as 
neceſſaries of life, and to invent ſuch neceſſaries 
every day; ſo that they cannot diſpenſe with 
what was counted ſuperfluous thirty years be- 
fore, Such luxury is called elegant taſte, the 
perfection of the arts, and the politeneſs of a 
nation; that vice, which draws after it an in- 
finite number of others, is extolled as a virtue, 
ſo that the contagion extends at laſt to the very 
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dregs of the people, Thoſe of the royal family 
will imitate the magnificence of the king ; the 
grandees, that of the royal family ; thoſe in the 
middle ranks of life, that of the grandees ; for 

who is it- that keeps within his own ſphere? 
and thoſe in low life will affect to paſs for people 
of faſhion, Thus all live above their rank 
and income, ſome. from vanity and oftentation, 
and to diſplay their wealth ; others from a falſe 
ſhame, and to hide their poverty. Even thoſe 
who are wiſe enough to condemn ſuch exceſſes, 
yet have not reſolution to make head againſt 
them, and to ſet an example of a different con- 
duct, Hence a whole nation goes to wreck ; 
all ranks are confounded, The deſire of money 
wherewithal to make a figure, corrupts the 
beſt diſpoſed mind; wealth is the ſole purſuit, 
and poverty is accounted ſcandalous, Though 
you ſhould be learned, ingenious, and virtu— 
ous; though you ſhould inſtruct mankind, 
_ gain victories, ſave your country, and ſacrifice 
your all for its honour and intereſt, yet will 
you be deſpiſed, if your talents are not ſet off by 
pomp and parade, Even thoſe who are poor 
will affect to appear wealthy, and ſpend as if 
they really were ſo, To ſupply that expence, 
they will borrow, they will cheat, they will 
have recourſe to a thouſand indirect methods. 
But how will theſe diſorders be remedied ? Only 


by 
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by changing the taſte, manners, and conſtitution 
of a whole nation. But who will undertake 
ſuch an ard uous taſk, unleſs it be a king who 
is a philoſopher, and who by ſetting an example 
of moderation, may bring contempt on thoſe 
who affect an expenſive ſhew, and give a ſanc- 
tion to the manners of the wiſe, who will be 
glad to have their decent frugality ſupported by 
ſuch authority.“ Telemachus hearing theſe 
remarks, was like a man juſt waked from a 
deep ſleep: he was convinced of the truth of 
Mentor's words, which made a deep impreſſion 
upon his heart: as the ſkilful ſtatuary engraves 
on marble what features he thinks proper to diſ- 
play, ſo as to give it delicacy, life, and motion. 
At firſt he made no reply, but after reflecting 
on what he had heard, and taking a view of 
the changes which had been made in the city, 
he ſaid to Mentor : <* You have made Idome- 
neus the wiſeſt of all kings; ſo that I now 
know neither him, nor his people ; and what 
you have done here, I own is infinitely more 
glorious than the victories we have gained: for 
in the ſucceſſes of war, bodily ſtrength and ac- 
cident have no ſmall ſhare, Of the glory gain- 
ed in war, a part is due to the ſoldiers ; but 
this whole work proceeded from your ſagacity 
alone. You was obliged to combat the falſe 
notions both of king and people, in order to ſet 
FF "hy them 
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them right. The ſucceſſes of war are always 
ruinous and fatal to many: here all is the work 
of wiſdom more than human; all is peace, joy, 
and beneficence, and manifeſts ſupernatural au- 
thority, When men are ambitious of glory, 
why do not they endeayour thus to obtain it, 
by doing all the good they can ? How much 
are they miſtaken with reſpect to true glory, 
who expect to find it by laying waſte the earth, 
and ſhedding human blood !” Great joy appear- 
ed in Mentor's countenance when he perceived 
Telemachus had ſuch juſt notions of victories 
and conqueſts, at an age when it was natural 
for him to be intoxicated with the glory he had 
acquired. He then obſerved : It is true, all 
is proper and praiſe-worthy that hath been done 
here; but you muſt know that ſomething greater 
and better might have been done, Idomeneus 
now bridles his paſſions, and ſtudies to diſcharge 
the duty of a king: but till his conduct is far 
from being free from blame ; the unhappy ef- 
fect of his former errors. Even when men are 
willing to forſake vice, it ſeems ſtill to purſue 


them for a length of time. Some bad habits 
ſtill remain; the natural. vigour of the mind 


impaired, inveterate errors, and almoſt incur- 


able prejudices, Happy are they who never 
quitted the path of virtue ! they attain to a 


higher degree of mon in the A of 
bene- 
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beneficence. The gods, O Telemachus, will ex- 
pe& more of you, than of Idomeneus ; becauſe 
you was taught to know the truth in your in- 
fancy, and never was expoſed to the ſeduction 
of great proſperity, Idomeneus, continued 
Mentor, is not deſtitute of judgment and diſ- 
cernment; but he is too attentive to the detail of 


| buſineſs, and his views of things are too narrow 


and confined to form proper plans, It is not 
requiſite that he, who is placed at the head of a 
nation, ſhould do every thing himſelf, in order 
to ſhew his talents for government; and it is 
the height of vanity to imagine it poſſible for 
him, or to endeavour to make the world believe 
that it is. The buſineſs of a king is to make 
choice of proper perſons to govern under him, 


and to direct them; but he is not to concern 


himſelf with the detail; for that would be to 
do the duty of thoſe who are ſubordinate to 
him: whereas he ought only to make them 
give him an account of their adminiſtration; 
and to know enough of it to be able to judge 
of that account with ſome degree of preciſion. 
He may be juſtly ſaid to govern extremely well, 
who judiciouſly chuſes thoſe that are to. govern 
under him, and employs men according to their 
different talents, The great art and perfection 
of government conſiſts in governing well thoſe 
who are veſted with the executive power : 
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theſe muſt be watched, proved, checked, pu- 
niſhed, encouraged, advanced, degraded, ſhifted 
from one place to another, and always kept in 
order, For a king to pretend to examine, look 
into every thing himſelf, argues a diſtruſt of his 
miniſters, and a littleneſs of mind: it is aban- 
doning himſelf to a mean attention to matters of 
little conſequence, which conſumes the time and 
application neceſlary for great affairs. To form 
great deſigns, the mind muſt be free and com- 
poſed : it muſt meditate without reſtraint, whol- 
ly diſengaged from the diſpatch of intricate af- 


fairs, The mind, exhauſted of its vigour by 


ſuch an application, is like the lees of wine, 
which have neither ſtrength or ſpirit, 'Thoſe 


who govern by retail, are always determined by 


the preſent, never extending their views to a 
diſtant futurity, or looking beyond the affair 
of the day: and as their minds are engroſſed by 
that alone, it makes too great an impreſſion, 


and weakens the faculty of reaſon ; for there is 


no forming a ſound judgment of affairs, but by 
comparing them all together, and ranging them 
in a certain order, ſo as to have ſymmetry and 
dependence. Not to adopt this rule in govern- 
ment, would be to reſemble a muſician who 
ſhould be ſatisfied with inventing melodious 
ſounds, but ſhould give himſelf- no trouble about 
uniting and ſymphonizing them, ſo as to compoſe 

| = agree- 
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agreeable and affecting muſic, It would alſo be 
acting like an architect, who ſhould think he 
had done every thing neceſſary in collecting large 
columns, and abundance of hewn ſtone, with- 
out regarding the order, or proportion of the 
ornaments of his edifice, In laying out a ſa- 
loon, he never reflects that there muſt be a 
convenient ſtair-caſe ; and while he is employ- 
ed upon the main building, he never thinks 
either of the court or portico; ſo that his work 
is nothing but a confuſed aſſemblage of magni- 
ficent parts, not at all ſuited to one another, 
Such a work, far from doing him honour, will 
be a monument to perpetuate his ſhame ; for it 
will ſhew, that the architect had not capacity 
ſufficient to form a general plan of his work, 
Such conduct argues a narrow confined genius; 
and he whoſe capacity riſes no higher than de- 


tail, is only fit to be employed in a ſubordinate 


ſtation. Be aſſured, my dear Telemachus, that 
the government of a kingdom requires a certain 
harmony, like muſic, and proportions as exact 
as thoſe of architecture. If you will allow me 
once more to borrow a compariſon from the fine 
arts, I will convince you how moderate the ca- 
pacity of thoſe is who govern by detail. He, 
who in a concert only ſings certain parts, how 
well ſoever he may acquit himſelf, is ſtill but a 
ſinger : he alone who conducts the whole con- 
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cert, and at once regulates all the parts of it, is 
the maſter-muſician. In the ſame manner, he 
who cuts the columns, or builds 'a part of the 
edifice, is but a maſon ; but he alone who hath 
planned it, and hath all the proportions in his 
head, is the architect. Thus, thoſe who la- 
bour, who execute, and tranſact the greateſt 
ſhare of buſineſs, are but ſubordinate workmen, 
who have the leaſt merit in the adminiſtration. 
The true genius who governs the ſtate, is he 
who, without having any hand in the execution, 
directs and ſuperintends the whole; who reflects, 
who plans, who looks into futurity, and revolves 
paſt events; who arranges and adjuſts, who 
takes ſeaſonable precautions, and in continual. 
efforts wreſtles with miſchance; as a ſwimmer 
ſtruggles with the ſtream, employing his atten- 
tion day and night, that nothing may be left to 
accident, Do you imagine, Telemachus, that 
a great painter labours inceſſantly from morn- 
ing to night to finiſh his pictures the ſooner ? 
No, ſuch ſervile labour and drudgery would 
quite extinguiſh the fire of his imagination, and 
depreſs his genius : he muſt work by ſtarts and 
ſallies, according to the dictates of his taſte, and 
the impulſe of his genius. Do you imagine, 
that he ſpends his time in grinding colours, and 
preparing pencils? No, that is the buſineſs of 
his pupils, His part is to meditate, and by 

| bold 
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bold touches, to infuſe majeſty, life, and paſſion . 
into his figures, while his imagination is warm- 


ed with the thoughts and ſentiments of the he- 


roes he intends to repreſent, tranſporting him 
to the ages in which they flouriſhed, and recall- 
ing all the circumſtances of their fate. But to 
this enthuſiaſm muſt be joined judgment, that 
the whole may be juſt, correct, and duly pro- 
portioned. Do you think, Telemachus, that a 
leſs elevated genius, and leſs capacity, are re- 
quired to form a great king, than a great paint- 
er ? If not, it follows that the buſineſs of a king 
muſt be to reflect, to plan great deſigns, and to 
chooſe proper perſons to execute them under his 


direction.“ To theſe obſervations Telemachus 


replied: “ Methinks I comprehend all that 
you have ſaid : but if matters are to be manag- 
ed in that manner, a king would be often im- 
poſed upon, by not entering himſelf into the 
detail of buſineſs,” That is your miſtake,” 
replied Mentor. To prevent a king's being 
impoſed upon, it is ſufficient that he have a 
general knowledge of government : thoſe who 
have no principles in regard to buſineſs, nor 
any true diſcernment, are always, as it were, 
groping in the dark, If they are right, it is 
merely by accident, for they do not know ex- 
actly what they would be at, nor the mark 
they. ought to aim at : all they know is, to be 
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diſtruſtful and ſuſpicious ; and they are actually 
more diſtruſtful of honeſt men who contradict 
them, than of knaves who flatter to betray them, 
On the other hand, thoſe who have principles 
to direct them in the management of affairs, 


and who are acquainted with human nature, 
know what they are to expect, and the means of 


obtaining it: at leaſt, they know in the main, 
if the people they employ are fit for their pur- 
poſes, and have a clear comprehenſion of their 
views and deſigns, Further, by not ſubjecting 
themſelves to the labour of detail, they can 
with more freedom and eaſe take a general ſur- 
vey of the whole adminiſtration, and determine, 
whether their miniſters advance towards the 
principal point they have in view; fo that if 
they are deceived, it can hardly be in reſpect of 
eſſentials. Moreover, ſuch kings are above thoſe 
little jealouſtes, that argue a low mind, and 
narrow underſtanding, They know it is im- 
poſſible to avoid being ſometimes deceived in 
great affairs, as there is a neceſſity for employ- 
ing in them men who zre ſo much addicted to 
deceit, More is loſt by the irreſolution pro- 
ceeding from diſtruſt, than would be hazarded 
by acquieſcing in a little impoſition, Happy 
thoſe who are deceived only in matters of no 
very great conſequence, while ſuch as are of 
importance are happily forwarded ; and it is 
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only about theſe, that a great man ought to 


give himſelf trouble, Knavery ought to be ſe- 


verely puniſhed when it is diſcovered : but men 
muſt lay their account with being ſometimes 
impoſed upon in trifles, if they would avoid 
impoſition in matters more eſſential. A tradeſ- 
man in his ſhop ſees every thing with his own | 
eyes, and does every thing with his own hands : 
but a king, whoſe dominions are extenſive, can 
neither ſee every thing, nor do every thing, and 
therefore he ought to ſee only what regards 
matters of importance, and to do what can be 
done by none of thoſe who are ſubordinate to 
his will,” In concluſion Mentor ſaid : “ The 
gods love you, Telemachus, and intend to diſtin- 
guiſh your reign by a wiſe adminiſtration, All 
the regulations you ſee here, were calculated 
more for your inſtruction than the glory of Ido- 
meneus ; and are no more than the type of 
thoſe that will one day take place in Ithaca, if 
your virtues do not fall ſhort of your high deſ- 
tiny. But it is now time to think of quitting 
this place, Idomeneus hath prepared a veſſel on 
purpoſe to carry us home.” Then Telemachus 
opened his heart to his friend, though with ſome 
reluctance, in regard to an attachment that em- 
bittered the thoughts of leaving Salentum. 
Perhaps,“ ſaid he, „ you will blame my be- 
ing too ſuſceptible of tender inclinations in the 
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place where we ſojourn : but I ſhould be con- 
tinually expoſed 'to the reproaches of my own 
heart, if I did not acquaint you that J am in 
love with Antiope, the daughter of Idomeneus, 
No, my dear Mentor, it is not a blind paſſion 
like that of which you cured me in the iſland 
of Calypſo, I have felt to my coft how violent 
that paſſion was with which Cupid then inſpir- 
ed me for Eucharis ; for I cannot yet pronounce 
her name without emotion, and time and ab- 
ſence have not been able to efface her from my 
memory. Such dear-bought experience hath 
put me upon my guard. But as for Antiope, 
what I feel is of a very different nature; it is 
not a blind violent paſſion, but taſte, eſteem, 
and regard to merit, How happy ſhould I be, 
could I paſs my life with her! if ever the gods 
ſhall reſtore my father to me, and allow me to 
make choice of a conſort, : Antiope ſhall be the 
perſon. What charms me in her is her filence, 
her modeſt reſerve, her conſtant employment; 
her induſtry in ſpinning, weaving, and embroi- 
dery ; her attention to the œconomy of her fa- 
ther's houſe, ſince the death of her mother; 
her contempt of the ornaments of dreſs, and her 
forgetting, or even ſeeming to be ignorant of 
her beauty. When Idomeneus deſires her to 
lead the dance with the young Cretan ladies 
to the ſound of the flute, one would take her 


for 
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for the ever-ſmiling Venus, with ſo much grace 
does ſhe acquit herſelf ; and when he carries 


her to the chace, ſhe diſplays no leſs majeſty 


and addreſs in ſhooting with the bow, than 
Diana amidſt her nymphs. Yet of all theſe 
accompliſhments ſhe ſeems herſelf inſenſible, 
even while ſhe is univerſally admired. When 
ſhe enters the temples of the gods, bearing the 
offerings on her head in baſkets, one would 
imagine that ſhe was herſelf the divinity of the 
place, With what reverence and humility have 
I ſeen her ſacrifice, and depreciate the wrath 
of the gods, when any act of impiety was to 
be expiated, or ill omen averted. In fine, 


when ſhe appears among the virgins with a gol- 


den needle in her hand, one is apt to think that 
Minerva herſelf is come from heaven in human 
ſhape to teach the liberal arts. She animates 
the reſt to work, and baniſhes wearineſs and 
uneaſineſs by the charms of her voice, when ſhe 
lings all the marvellous hiſtories of the gods. 
The moſt exquiſite painting falls ſhort of the 
delicacy of her embroidery, Happy the man, 
whom gentle Hymen ſhall unite to her ! the 
only thing he will have to fear, will be his ir- 
retrievable loſs in caſe he ſhould ſurvive her. 
I here call the gods to witneſs, my dear Men- 
tor, that I am ready to depart. Though I 
ſhall love Antiope as long as I live, yer ſhe ſhall 
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not retard one moment my return to Ithaca. 
Was another indeed to poſſeſs her, I ſhould paſs 
my days in bitterneſs and ſorrow: but I am 
determined to leave her, although I know that 
during my abſence I may chance to loſe her. 
J will not mention my paſſion either to her or 
her father; for you are the only perſon I ought 
to conſult, until Ulyſſes, re-eſtabliſhed on his 
throne, ſhall declare his approbation and aſſent. 
Hence you may judge, my dear Mentor, how 
different my preſent attachment is from that 
blind paſſion which J had for Eucharis.“ Men- 
for replied : . Telemachus, I am ſenſible of 
the difference; Antiope is good-natured, diſ- 
creet, and unaffected; ſhe does not think it be- 
low her to work with her hands; ſhe foreſees 
what will be wanted ; and looks to every thing: 
ſhe knows when ſhe ought to be ſilent ; goes 
about things in an orderly deliberate manner, 
and is never idle. She is never in any per- 
plexity or confuſion, becauſe every thing is 
done in its proper time and place. The good 
order of her father's houſe ſpeaks her praiſe, 
and is a greater ornament to her than her beau- 
ty. Although ſhe has the care of every thing, 
and authority to reprove, to refuſe, to retrench, 
(an authority that makes almoſt all thoſe women 
odious who are veſted with it), yet is ſhe the 
darling of the whole family, becauſe they do not 
6 find 
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find her ſubje& to paſſion, caprice, levity, or ill 
humour, like other women. *By a ſingle look 
ſhe can make herſelf underſtood, and every body 
is afraid of diſpleaſing her, She gives her or- 
ders with preciſion, requiring nothing of any 
but what they are capable of executing ; re- 
proving with tenderneſs and good- nature; ſo 
that ſhe encourages even while ſhe reproves. 
The heart of her father with perfe& confidence. 
repoſes on her; as a traveller fatigued by the 
violent heat of the ſun, repoſes under a ſhade on the- 
tender graſs, You are in the right, Telemachus ;. 
Antiope is a treaſure worth ſeeking in the re- 
moteſt corners of the earth, Her mind is not 
ſet off with vain trifling ornaments, no more 
than her body: her imagination, though lively, 
is chaſte ; ſhe never ſpeaks but when it is pro- 
per; and when ſhe opens her mouth, a ſtream 
of ſweet perſuaſion and unaffected graces flow 
from her lips. When ſhe begins to ſpeak, every 
body is filent, then ſhe bluſhes; and is 
almoſt tempted to ſuppreſs what ſhe intended 
to have ſaid, when ſhe finds herſelf liſtened to 
with ſo much attention: ſo that I have hardly 
ever heard her ſpeak at any length, Do not 
you remember, Telemachus, that her father one 
day ſent for her, and ſhe appeared with a mo- 
deſt look under a large veil ; when ſhe ſpoke 
only to pacify Idomeneus, and intercede for one 
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of his ſlaves, whom he was going to puniſh 
ſeverely. At firſt ſhe gave way to his anger, 
then pacified him, and at laſt urged what ſhe 
could in behalf of the unhappy delinquent. 
Thus, without making the king ſenſible that he 
had been too much hurried away by paſſion, ſhe 
inſpired him with ſentiments of pity and juſtice, 
Thetis, when ſhe flatters old Nereus, does not 
with more mildneſs pacify the angry waves, 
Thus Antiope, without aſſuming any authority, 
or availing herſelf of her charms, will one day 
mould the heart of her huſband, as ſhe now 
touches the lyre, when ſhe would draw from it 
the moſt raviſhing notes. Once more, Tele- 
machus, I ſay, your love for her is rational and 
juſt, and the gods intend her for you ; but you 
muſt wait till you have obtained the conſent of 
Ulyſſes, I commend you for reſolving not to 
diſcoyer your paſſion to her; for I atiure you, 
if you had made any attempt of that Kind, ſhe 
would have been offended at it, and you would 
have loſt her eſteem ; as ſhe never intends to 
promiſe herſelf to any one, but to be entirely 
at the diſpoſal of her father. She is determined 
too to eſpouſe no man that does not fear the 
gods, and obſerve all the rules of decorum. 
Have you taken notice, as I have, that ſhe ap- 
pears ſeldomer, and is more ſhy ſince your re- 
turn, than ſhe uſed to be ? She is no ſtranger 


to 
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to the ſucceſs you have had in the war, nor to 
your birth and adventures, and. the talents the 
gods have beftowed upon you; it is that con- 
ſideration which makes her ſo ſhy and reſerved, 
Come, Telemachus, come, let us prepare to ſet 
ſail for Ithaca, I have now nothing more | to 
do but to find your father, and help you to a 
conſort worthy of the golden age ; for if ſhe 
was but a ſhepherdeſs on mount Algidum, in- 
ſtead of being the daughter of the king of Sa- 
lentum, you would be 3 1 in poſ- 

fefling ſo much virtue,” 
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THE ARGUMEN T. 


Idomeneus, uneaſy at the intended departure of his 


two gueſts, conſults Mentor concerning ſeveral 
difficult matters ; telling him, that he could not 
poſſibly ſettle them properly without his aſſiſtance, 
Mentor directs him how to proceed; but cannot 
be diverted from his purpoſe of departing with 
Telemachus. However, Idomeneus makes a freſh 
effort to detain them, by awakening the youth's 
paſſion for Antiope, which he does by engaging 
Mentor and him in a hunting match, and per- 
ſuading his daughter to accompany them. But 
ſhe would have been torn to pieces by a wild boar, 
had not ſbe been ſaved by Telemachus, who was 
very unwilling after that to part with her, and 
take leave of the king her father, But by the 


encous 
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encouragement of Mentor, he gets the better f 
his reluctance, and embarks for his native coun- 
try. | 


DOMENE US, who dreaded the depar- 
ture of Mentor and Telemachus, uſed all his 
endeavours to retard it, He told Mentor he 
could not, without his aſſiſtance, terminate a 
difference that had ariſen between Diophanes, 
prieſt of Jupiter, conſervator, and Heliodorus, 
prieſt of Apollo, in regard to the preſages taken 
from the flight of birds, and the entrails of vie- 
tims. Why,” ſaid Mentor, would you 
concern yourſelf with things ſacred ? Leave the 
deciſion of them to the Hetrurians, who have 
the traditions of the moſt ancient oracles, and 
are qualified by inſpiration to be the interpret- 
ers of the gods. You ought only to employ 
your authority to ſtifle theſe diſputes in their 
birth, taking care not to ſhew any prepoſſeſſion 
or partiality to either ſide; and to maintain the 
deciſion when once it is given. Remember, 
that a king ought to be ſubject to religion, and 
without ever attempting to ſubject it to his re- 
gulation; for it comes from the gods, and ſoars 
ſuperior to the power of kings. When kings 
interfere in the diſputes of religion, inſtead of 
protecting, they enſlave it. So great is the 
power of kings, and ſo ſmall that of other men, 
f that 
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that every thing will run the riſque of being 
altered, to ſuit their humour, if once they ſhould 
aſſume a right to determine queſtions relating to 
things ſacred, Leave then the determinations 
of them entirely to the miniſters of the gods, 
and content yourſelf with reſtraining thoſe who 
refuſe ſubmiſſion tothe judgment they pronounce, 
Idomeneus then complained of the perplexity 
occaſioned by a great number of law-ſuits be- 
twixt individuals, which he was preſſed to de- 
termine. Decide,” replied Mentor, © every 
new queſtion. which tends to eſtabliſh general 
maxims of juriſprudence, and to explain the 
laws, But never charge yourſelf with judging 
particular cauſes; otherwiſe you will be per- 
petually harraſſed by their number and variety, 
as in that caſe you would be the ſole judge of 
your people, and all the other ſubordinate 
judges would become uſeleſs. The labour and 
drudgery of ſuch an undertaking would be in- 
ſupportable, and by attending to ſmall matters, 
you would neglect ſuch as were important, with- 
out being able to diſcuſs the former, Beware 
then of expoſing yourſelf to this embarraſſment ; 
but refer the cognizance of private cauſes to the 
ordinary judges, and only charge yourſelf with 
that which others cannot do for your relief. By 
obſerving that rule, you will acquit yourſelf of 
the duty of a king.” „I am alſo preſſed, 
ſaid 
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ſaid Idomeneus, to bring about certain 
matches, Thoſe perſons of high birth, who 
have followed me in all my wars, and loſt great 
eſtates in my ſervice, would be glad to repair 
them by marrying certain rich heireſſes, and it 
would colt me but a word to procure them 
theſe advantageous matches.” lt is true,” 
replied Mentor, „it would coſt you but a 
word : but then that very word would coſt you 
too dear, Would you rob parents of the liberty 
and conſolation of chooſing their ſons-in- law, 
and conſequently their heirs? That would be 
to reduce all families to the moſt wretched fla- 
very; and to make yourſelf the author of all 
the domeſtic woes of your ſubjects. Marriage 
is attended with trouble enough, without adding 
to the bitterneſs of it by ſuch a conduct. If 
you have any faithful ſervants to reward, aſſign 
them eſtates out of the uncultivated lands, and 
add to that rank and honours, proportioned to 
their condition and ſervices, If there is oeca- 
ſion, you may alſo preſent them with ſome mo- 
ney out of that paid into the treaſury from the 
funds appropriated to your own immediate ex- 
pence : but never pay your debts by encroach- 
ing on the rights of parents, and ſacrificing the 
daughters of the rich.” From this, Idomeneus 
made a ſudden tranſition to another queſtion, 
The Sybarites,” ſaid he, complain, that 

We 
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we have taken poſſeſſion of lands that appertain 
to them, and aſſigned them to the ſtrangers we 
have lately drawn hither as waſte grounds for 
cultivation, Shall I yield them up to theſe 
people ? If I do, every other neighbouring ſtate 
will think they have nothing to do but to make 
a claim upon me.” * The Sybarites,” replied 
Mentor, „ are not ſufficient evidence in their 
own cauſe : nor are you in yours.” * Whoſe 
evidence then, ſaid Idomeneus, is to determine 
the diſpute ?” © There is no neceſſity,“ ſaid 
Mentor, „for truſting to the evidence of either 
party, Let ſome one of the neighbouring na= 
tions be choſen arbitrators, who are not ſuſpect- 
ed of favouring one ſide more than another; 
ſuch are the Sipentines : their intereſts and yours 
do not claſh in the leaſt.” © But am I obliged,” 
ſaid Idomeneus, © to refer it to any arbitrator ? 
Am not I a king? Ovught a king to allow ſtran- 
ers to determine the extent of his dominions?“ 
Mentor thus replied : * As you ſeem reſolved 
not to part with the lands in queſtion, you, no 
doubt, look upon your right as ſacred, On the 
other hand, the Sybarites continue firm, and 
inſiſt that they have an indubitable right, Ei- 
ther an umpire choſen by both parties, or a war, 
muſt decide between theſe oppoſite pretenſions. 
There is no other expedient left. If you ſhould viſit 
a republic, _ there was neither judge nor 

magiſtrate, 
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magiſtrate, and where every family thought they 


had a right to make good their claims upon 
their neighbours by violence, you would la- 
ment the unhappy condition of ſuch a nation, 
and look with horror- upon ſuch anarchy, as 
permitted all the families thus to make war on 
one another. Do not you think the Gods muſt 
regard the whole world, which is but one great 
republic, with equal horror, ſhould each nation, 
that is, each family of the great commonwealth, 


think it had an undoubted right to make good 
its claims upon the neighbouring nations by 


violence? A private perſon, who is the pro- 
prietor of a field that deſcended to him from his 
anceſtors, cannot maintain.himſelf in poſſeſſion 
of it but by the authority of the laws, and the 
deciſion of the magiſtrate, He would be ſeverely 
puniſhed, as guilty of ſedition, if he ſhould take 
arms to preſerve even what juſtice has awarded. 
Do you imagine that kings are juſtifiable, in 
having immediate recourſe to violence to aſſert 
their claims, before they have made trial of 
every amicable method ? Is not juſtice to be 
held more ſacred and inviolable by kings, when 
whole countries are concerned, than by private 
families, when only a few cultivated fields are 
in queſtion ? Shall he be accounted an unjuſt in- 
vader of another's property, who wrongfully 


diſpoſſeſſes another of an acie of ground; and he 
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who diſpoſſeſſes another of whole provinces, be 

beemed a juſt man and a hero? If men are apt 
to be prepoſſeſſed, to be blinded, and to impoſe 
upon themſelves in regard to the trifling con- 
cerns of private life, is there not more reaſon 
to apprehend that will be the caſe, when the 
queſtion regards the great intereſts of a ſtate ? 
Will they venture to truſt to themſelves upon 
an occaſion when they have ſo much reaſon to 
be diffident ? Will they not be afraid of de- 
ceiving themſelves, in a caſe wherein the miſ- 
take of a ſingle perſon may have ſuch fatal con- 
ſequences? For the miſtake of a king, who 
works himſelf up to a falſe perſuaſion of the 
juſtice | of his pretenſions, is often the occaſion 
of devaſtations, maſſacres, famines, loſſes, and 
corruption of manners, the fatal effects of which 
extend to very remote ages, Ought not a king, 
who is always ſurrounded by ſuch a number of 
ſycophants, to be afraid of flattery upon theſe 
occaſions ? If he conſents to ſubmit his claim to 
arbitration, he thereby diſcovers his equity, 
honour, and moderation. He will then publiſh 
the ſolid reaſons that juſtify his claim, referring 
it to the arbitrator that is choſen, as an amica- 
ble mediator, and not as a ſovereign judge, 
He does not engage to ſubmit implicitly to his 
determination: but pays a great deference to his 
3 The arbitrator is not veſted with 
ö 9 abſolut 
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abſolute power to determine the diſpute ; but 
he makes propoſals, and by his advice and per- 
ſuaſion prevails upon both parties to part with 
ſomething for the ſake of peace, If a king, 
notwithſtanding all his endeavours to preſerve 
peace, is obliged to go to war, he will at leaſt 
have the approbation of his own mind, the eſ- 
teem of his neighbours, and the protection of 
the juſt gods.” Moved by theſe arguments, 
Idomeneus conſented that the Sipontines ſhould 
be mediators between him and the Sybarites. 
After having taken this reſolution, the king 
finding all his endeavours to detain the two 
ſtrangers were ineffectual, tried an expedient 
that promiſed more ſucceſs, He had obſerved, 


that Telemachus was enamoured of Antiope, and 
he hoped to hold him by means of this paſſion, 
With this view he directed her to ſing ſeveral 


times during the feſtivals. She would not diſ- 
obey her father, and therefore complied with his 
deſire; but ſhe did it with ſo much modeſty, 
and ſuch an air of melancholy, as plainly ſhew- 
ed how much it was againſt her inclination. 
Idomeneus even went ſo far as to deſire her to 
ſing the victory that had been obtained over the 


Daunians and Adraſtus : but ſhe could not pre- 


vail upon herſelf to ſing the praiſes of Telema=- 


| chus : ſhe excuſed herſelf, therefore, in a re- 
ſpectful manner, and her father would not ven- 


ture 


312 THE ADVENTURES. 


ture to lay her under any reſtraint, Her ſinging 
produced great rapture and emotion in the heart 
of the young ſon of Ulyſſes ; and Idomeneus, 
who kept his eyes fixed upon him, was much 
- pleaſed when he perceived it : but Telemachus 
would not ſeem to be aware of the king's de- 
ſigns. Although upon theſe occaſions he could 
not help being greatly affected, yet his reaſon 
maintained a ſuperiority over his paflion ; ſo 
that he was not now the ſame Telemachus who 
had been ſuch a ſlave to a tyrannical paſſion in 
the iſland of Calypſo, While Antiope was 
ſinging, he liſtened. in profound ſilence ; but 
ſhe no ſooner left off, than he immediately be- 
gan to talk of ſome other ſubject. The king, 
finding this expedient had not the deſired effect, 
reſolved at laſt upon a great hunting match for 
the diverſion of his daughter, Antiope, even 
with tears, expreſſed her unwillingneſs to en- 
gage in it: but ſhe was obliged to obey her 
father's command. . She mounted a ſprightly, 
foaming ſteed, like thoſe which Caſtor trained 
up to battle, and managed him with eaſe. A 
bevy of young damſels with joy attended her, 
amidſt whom ſhe appeared like Diana in the 
foreſt, The king was ſo charmed with the 
ſight of her, that he gazed upon her inceſſant- 
1y, and forgot all his paſt misfortunes, Tele- 
machus gazed upon her alſo, more affected with 
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her modeſty, than her addreſs, and all her other 
attractions. The hounds were now in purſuit 
of a wild boar enormouſly large, and as fierce as 


that of Calydon. His ſtrong hard briſtles ſtood 


up like darts; his blood-ſhot eyes glared fire; 
the ſound of his breath was heard afar off like 


the hoarſe murmur of the raging winds, when 


Solus recalls them to his cave in order to ap- 
peaſe the ſtorm ; and his long tuſks, bent like 
the reaper's ſickle, made gaſhes in the trunks 
of even the hardeſt trees. All the hounds that 
ventured to approach him were torn in pieces ; 
and the boldeſt hunters dreaded to overtake him 
in the chace, But Antiope, ſwift- footed as the 
wind, was not afraid of his encounter, She 
launched a dart that pierced him above the 
ſhoulder. The blood of the fierce animal flows 
in a torrent from the wound ; the pain of 
which increaſing his fury, he turned directly 
upon her, by whoſe hand it was inflicted. An- 
tiope's horſe, notwithſtanding bis mettle, was 
frightened, and recoiled; but the monſtrous 
boar now ſprung upon him with a force like 
that of the heavy machines with which the 
ſtrongeſt walls of cities are aſſailed. The courſer, 
unable to ſtand the ſhock, was overthrown :_ 
Antiope ſees herſelf. diſmounted, no longer in 
condition to avoid the fatal tuſks of the exaſ- 
perated boar: but Telemachus, attentive to 
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guard her againſt all danger, had already alight. 
ed from his ſteed; quick as the lightning he 
throws himſelf between the horſe that was over- 
turned and the wild boar, juſt going to take his 
revenge. Having a long javelin in his hand, 
he plunges its whole length into the ſide of the 
dreadful animal, which falls and bites the ground. 
Telemachus, cutting off the head, Which ſtill 
ſtruck terror when viewed ſo near, and aſto- 
niſhed all the hunters, preſented it to An- 
tiope. She bluſhed, and conſulted the looks 
of her father, who, after his great alarm at her 
danger, was now overjoyed at her eſcape, and 
made her a ſign to accept of the preſent, As ſhe 
touk it. from the hands of Telemachus, ſhe ſaid 
to him: „I thankfully accept from you a more 
important preſent; I am indebted to you for 
my life,” Theſe words had no ſooner pro- 
ceeded from her mouth, than, apprehending ſhe 
had ſaid too much, ſhe ſtood with downcaſt 
eyes in ſome confuſion, which Telemachus ob- 
ſerving, would not venture to make any other 
reply than this: Happy is the ſon of Ulyſſes 
in having ſaved a life ſo precious l but happier 
ſtill would he be, could he hope to paſs his days 
with you.” Antiope, without making any an- 
ſwer, hurried away to her young companions, 
and mounted her horſe again, Idomeneus 
would have that moment promiſed his daughter 
in 
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in marriage to Telemachus, but he hoped to 
enflame his paſſion more by keeping him in ſuſ- 
pence, and even fancied that the deſire of ſe- 
curing the match would make Telemachus put 
off his departure from Salentum, Such was 
the ſcheme of Idomeneus : but the gods laugh 
at human wiſdom; for that which promiſed 
faireſt to induce Telemachus to ſtay, was the 


very circumſtance that made him haſten his 


departure: the emotions he began to feel juſtly 
inſpired him with a diffidence in his own diſ- 


cretion. At the ſame time Mentor redoubled 


his efforts to inflame his impatience to return 
to Ithaca. He preſſed Idomeneus to let him 


depart, a veſſel being provided and ready to ſet 


fail, Thus Mentor, who regulated the whole 
courſe of his life, in order to raiſe him to the 
higheſt pitch of glory, ſuffered him to remain 
no longer in any particular place than was 
neceſſary for the exerciſe of his virtue, and for 
the purpoſe of gaining experience. Mentor had 
given orders to get ready a. ſhip as ſoon as Te- 
lemachus arrived; but Idomeneus, who had 
perceived this precaution with the utmoſt re- 
gret, ſunk into a deplorable ſtate of ſorrow and 


chagrin, when he ſaw himſelf on the point of 


being forſaken by his two gueſts, from whom 
he had received ſuch benefit and aſſiſtance. He 
ſhut himſelf up in the moſt retired part of. his 
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palace, where he vented his grief in tears and 
lamentations. He neglected the neceſſary care 
of ſuſtenance: ſleep no longer ſoothed his 
poignant ſorrows. He was blaſted and con- 
ſumed by his diſquiet. Like a lofty tree, whoſe 
numerous boughs project a mighty ſhade, when 
the worm begins to gnaw its ſtern, pervading 
thoſe delicate canals through which the nou- 
riſhing ſap is circulated: this tree, though it 
ſtood unſhaken by the winds, though the fruit- 
ful earth nouriſhed it in its boſom, reſpected by 
the axe of the huſbandman ; from ſome ſecret 
cauſe, it now languiſhes, withers, and ſheds 
thoſe leaves that were its chief ornament, ſo 
that nothing remains but a trunk and ſome de- 
cayed branches covered with rotten bark, Such 
was Idomencus in his grief; with which Tele- 
machus was ſo much affected, that he was afraid 
to ſpeak to him, He dreaded, therefore, the 
day of his departure; ſought pretexts to put it 
off; and would probably have continued a long 
time in ſuch irreſolution, if Mentor had not 
interpoſed, J am glad,“ ſaid he, „to find 
you ſo much altered. You was by nature 
haughty, hard-hearted, and indifferent to every 
thiag but your own intereſt and convenience; 
but you are at laſt become a man, and by the 
experience of your own misfortunes, you have 
learned to ſympathize with thoſe of others, 

1 With- 
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Without ſuch ſympathy, there is no good na- 
ture, virtue, nor capacity for the government 
of mankind : but it muſt not be carried too far, 
nor muſt an unmanly tenderneſs be indulged. 
I ſhould make no ſcruple to ſpeak to Idome- 
neus, to obtain his conſent to your departure, 
and ſpare you the pain and uneaſineſs of ſuch 
an interview, if it were not that I would not 
have you enſlaved by a falſe ſhame and timidity, 
At the ſame time that you manifeſt the tender- 
neſs and ſenſibility of a friend, you ought not 


to forget the firmneſs and fortitude that be- 


comes a man, We muſt endeavour not to give 
more uneaſineſs to any than neceſſity requires; to 
ſympathize with that affliction which we cannot 
avoid giving, and alleviate as much as poſſible 
the grief we cannot abſolutely prevent.” It is 
with a view to that alleviation,” ſaid Tele- 
machus, that I wiſh Idomeneus were appriz- 
ed of our intended departure by your mouth 
rather than by mine.” Mentor immediately 
replied : „ You deceive yourſelf, my dear Te- 
lemachus ; it is with you, as with the ſons of 
kings clad in purple, who muſt be humoured 
in every thing, and whom all nature muſt obey, 
though they have not reſolution to thwart any 
individual to his face, Not that they care a 
ſtraw for mankind ; or have ſo much good na- 
tuns that they are aſtaid of giving pain; but 
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only to make themſelves eaſy. For that reaſon, 

they do not love to ſee any ſad, diſſatisfied coun- 
tenances about them. The ſufferings and diſ- 
trelles of mankind give them no trouble, pro- 
vided they are not eye-witneſſes of them; when 
they hear them mentioned, they are uneaſy and 
dejected; and therefore, to pleaſe them, it is 
neceſſary to tell them always that every thing 
goes well, While they are indulging in plea- 
ſures, they will neither hear nor ſee any thing 
that may damp their joy, Is there occaſion for 
reproving, reclaiming, undeceiving any one, 
or for controuling the abſurd paſſions and pre- 
tenſions of unreaſonable men; they will al- 
ways employ fome other perſon for that pur- 
poſe, rather than ſpeak themſelves with calm 
and decent fortitude, On theſe occaſions, they 
would ſuffer the moſt unreaſonable favours to be 
extorted from them; they would ruin the 
moſt important ſchemes, for want of reſolu- 
tion to over-rule the opinions of thoſe whom 
they every day employ, When men obſerve 
this, their imbecillity is at once known; every 
one endeavours to turn it to his own advantage. 
They preſs, they importune, they harraſs them 
with their ſolicitations; and, by dint of im- 
portunity, ſucceed, At firſt, indeed, they flat- 
ter, and offer incenſe, in order to inſinuate them- 
ſelzes into their confidence ; which, when they 
have 
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have acquired, and even obtained ſome con- 


ſiderable employment, they puſh their influence 


ſill farther, and bring them under the yoke 
which they bear all their lives, though not 
without repining, and even ſome vain endea- 


vours to ſhake it off. They would fain ap- 


pear independent of all ſuch influence, but ſtill 
are governed by their minions : and in fact, they 


cannot do without a leader ; reſembling the 
weak ſlender vine, unable to ſupport itſelf, which 


always clings around the trunk of ſome tall 


tree. I will not ſuffer you, Telemachus, to 


ſink into ſuch imbecillity, as diſqualifies a man 
for government, You who pretend to be ſo 
tender-hearted, as not to be able to ſpeak to 


Idomeneus, will think no more of his diſtreſs 
after you have quitted Salentum, It it not his 
grief that moves you, but his preſence by which 


you are diſconcerted, Go now, and take your 


leave of him; and diſplay at the ſame | time 


your ſenſibility and your firmneſs, profeſſing 


your ſorrow at parting, but inſiſting at the ſame 
time on the neceſſity of your departure,” Te- 


lemachus had not reſolution either to diſobey- 


Mentor, or to go to Idomeneus, He was 
aſhamed of his timidity, and yet had not cou- 


rage to get the better of it. He heſitated ; 


then, after having proceeded a few ſteps, he 
would immediately return to Mentor, and urge 
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ſome new pretext for putting off the interview: 
but a ſingle look from Mentor filenced him, 
and all his fine pretences vaniſhed, © Is this 
then,” ſaid Mentor ſmiling, „ the conqueror 
of the Daunians, the deliverer of the great 
Heſperia, and that ſon of the ſage Ulyſles, 
who is to be, after him, the oracle of Greece 3 
and yet has not ſpirit enough to tell Idome- 
neus that he cannot any longer delay his re- 
turn to Greece to ſee his father ? O ye people 
of Ithaca, how unhappy muſt ye one day be, 
it you ſhould have a king enſlaved by a falſe. 
ſhame, who would ſacrifice the moſt important 
intereſts of the ſtate to little womaniſh ſcruples 
about trifles, See, Telemachus, what a differ- 
ence there is between valour in the field, and 
courage in the ordinary affairs of life, You 
was not afraid of the armies of Adraſtus, and 
yet you dread the affliction of Idomeneus, It is 
that inequality of conduct which brings diſ- 
honour on princes who have performed the 
greateſt exploits, After having diſtinguiſhed 
themſelves as heroes in war, they appear the 
moſt puſillanimous of all men in the ordinary 
occurrences, where others acquit themſelves 
with ſpirit,” Telemachus, ſtung with theſe 
reproaches, which he was ſenſible were juſt, 
immediately hurried away to Idomeneus, with- 
out ſuffering himſelf any more to be diverted 


by 
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by his ſcruples: but when he approached the 
place where that monarch ſat, with downcaſt 
eyes, languiſhing and overwhelmed with grief, 
they were both ſtartled, and afraid to look at 
one another, 'They both knew each other's 
thoughts before either had opened his mouth ; 
each was afraid of the other's breaking ſilence, 
and they both burſt into tears together, At 

laſt Idomeneus, in a tranſport of ſorrow, ex- 
| claimed: © To what purpoſe is it to tread the 
paths of virtue, if her votaries are ſo ill reward- 
ed? After you have ſhewn me my weakneſs, 
you are now going to abandon me: well! 1 
ſhall now relapſe into all my former difficulties 
and diſtreſſes. It is in vain to talk to me any 
more of governing well; no, it is impoſlible ; 
I cannot any longer endure mankind, Where 
would you go, Telemachus ? Your father is 
no more: you ſeek him in vain; and Ithaca 
is in the hands of your enemies, who will put 
you to death if you ſhould ever return, Some 
| ſucceſsful ſuitor is by this time married to your 
mother, Stay then with me: you ſhall be my 
ſon-in-law and heir, and ſucceed me on the 
throne. Even during my life you ſhall have 
the whole management, and I will repoſe an 
unlimited confidence in you. But if theſe of- 
fers cannot move you, at leaſt leave me Mentor, 
who is my ſole reſource. Speak, anſwer me, 
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and harden not your heart, but take pity on 
the moſt unfortunate of men. What ! you 
make me no reply? Ah! I ſee how much the 
gods are ſet againſt me, and feel their indigna- 
tion more than I did when J killed my ſon in 
Crete.” Telemachus at laſt made this reply, 
with a timid faultering voice: * I am not at 
my own diſpoſal, but am called by the Defti- 
nies to my own country, Mentor, who poſ- 
feſfes the wiſdom of the gods, commands me in 
their name to depart. What then would you 
have me do? Shall I renounce my father, my 
mother, and my country, which ought to be 
ſtill dearer to me than they? As I was born 
heir to a crown, I am not at liberty to chuſe 
a life of privacy and tranquillity, or to indulge. 
my own inclinations. Your dominions are 
larger and richer than thoſe of my father ; yet- 
I ought to prefer ſuch as the gods have deſtined. 
for me, to thoſe which you are ſo good as to- 
offer me. Without any hope of ſucceeding to. 
your crown, I ſhould think myſelf happy could. 
I have Antiope for my conſort ; but to render 
myſelf worthy of her, I muſt go whither my. 
duty calls me; and it is my father's province. 
to demand her of you for his fon, Have you 
not promiſed to convey me to Ithaca? Was it 
not in conſequence of that promiſe, that I made 
the campaign with the allics againſt Adraſtus? 

It: 
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It is now time for me to think of repairing my 
own domeſtic misfortunes. The gods, by put- 
ting me into the hands of Mentor, intends- 
that he ſhould direct me how to fulfil my high 
deſtiny. Would you have me loſe Mentor too, 
after I have loſt every thing elſe ? I have now” 
neither eſtate, nor place of retreat, nor father, 
nor mother, nor any certain home: all I have 
left is a wiſe and virtuous friend, which is the 
moſt precious gift Jupiter can beſtow. Judge 
whether I can think of forſaking him, or be- 
ing forſaken by. him? No, I would fooner 
part with my life: to part with life is nothing: 
in compariſon of parting with Mentor,” While: 
Telemachus was ſpeaking, his voice gradually 
became ſtronger, and his timidity vaniſhed... 
Idomeneus did not know what anſwer to make, 
and yet he could not aſſent to what the ſon of 
Ulyſſes: had ſaid. But when he had nothing 
more to ſay, he tried at leaſt to excite pity by 
his looks and geſtures. At that inſtant, Men- 
tor appeared before him, and very gravely ad-- 
dreſſed him thus: Do not be caſt down; for 
though we muſt quit you, yet the wiſdom that. 
preſides in the councils of the gods will reſt 

upon you. You ought to think yourſelf ex- 
tremely happy that Jupiter ſent us hither to 
prevent the loſs of your dominions, and to rec- 
tify the errors of your conduct. Philoclesy. 
5 N 6- whom? 
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whom we have reſtored to you, will ſerve you 
with fidelity. In his heart you will always find 
the fear of the gods, the love of virtue and the 
people, and compaſſion for the miſerable, Liſ- 
ten to him, and treat him with confidence free 
from reſerve and jealouſy. To draw the great- 
eſt advantage poſſible from him, you muſt charge 
him to tell you of all your faults, without pal- 
liation. A great king ſhews his magnanimity 
in nothing more than in providing himſelf with 
true friends, that will inform him. of his faults. 
If you are poſſeſſed of that magnanimity, our 
abſence will be no diſadvantage to you, and you 
will ſtill be happy: but if flattery, which ſteals 
into the heart as a ſerpent glides unſeen beneath 
the graſs, ſhould find the way again into your 
heart, and infuſe diſtruſt of diſintereſted counſel, 
you are undone. Do not ſuffer yourſelf to be 
caſt down with grief; but endeavour to follow 
where virtue leads the way, I have inſtructed 
Philocles how to act, ſo as to make you eaſy, 
and to deſerve your confidence; and I will an- 
ſwer for his fidelity. He is a giſt that the gods 
have given you, as they gave me to Telemachus: 
and every one ought to be ſatisfied with his lot; 
it ſignifies nothing to repine, If you ſhould 
ever have occaſion for my aſſiſtance, I will re- 
turn to you, after I have reſtored Telemachus. 
to his father and his country, What is it that 
could 
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could give me more pleaſure ? I deſire neither 
wealth nor authority on earth; but only to be 
aſſiſting to thoſe who are friends to virtue and 
juſtice, Beſides, do you think Jever can for- 
get the confidence and friendſhip with which 
you have treated me? Theſe words had ſuch 
an effect upon Idomeneus, that he appeared 
quite changed: his heart was ſoothed and calm- 
ed, as the angry waves and black tempeſts are 
aſſuaged by Neptune's trident, ſo that nothing 
of his violent grief remained, but a gentle re- 
gret, or tender melancholy. Courage, confi- 
dence, virtue, and the hopes of the protection 
and aſſiſtance of the gods, began again to dilate 
bis heart. Well, my dear Mentor,” ſaid he, 
ce it ſeems then I muſt even be content to loſe 
my all, and yet not be diſheartened ! but you 
will at leaſt think of Idomeneus when you have 
arrived at Ithaca, where your wiſdom will crown 
you with proſperity. Remember that Salen- 
tum is your own work, and that here you. have 
left an unhappy king, whoſe truſt is in you 
alone, Go, worthy ſon of Ulyſſes, I will not 
ſeek. to detain you any more, nor to reſiſt the 
will of the gods, to whom I was indebted for 
the loan of ſo great a treaſure, Nor will I any 
longer detain you, Mentor, the greateſt and 
wileſt of all men, (if a man can be ſuppoſed 
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capable of doing what I have ſeen you do, and 
if you are not rather a divinity who hath bor- 
rowed the human ſhape, in order to inſtruct 
weak and ignorant men) go, and be the con- 
ductor of the ſon of Ulyſſes, who is more happy 
in having you to direct him, than in conquer- 
ing Adraſtus. Go both together: I can ſay 
no more ; forgive my fighs. Go, may you: 
live. and be happy together, Nothing will. 
yield me any comfort for the future, but the 
remembrance of having once poſſeſſed you. O 
ye bliſsful days, too happy days, which I knew 
not how to prize fo much as they deſerved ! 
ye have paſſed away too quickly, and will ne- 
ver return; never will theſe eyes ſurvey again 
what they now ſee.” Mentor ſeized this mo- 
ment to depart, having firſt embraced Philocles, 
Who ſhed tears in abundance, but could not 
ſpeak, Telemachus was going to take Men- 
tor by the hand, that he might extricate him 
felf from thoſe of Idomeneus ; but the king 
advanced betwixt them towards the harbour, 
He gazed at them and groaned. He would have 
fpoke, but ſobs and-tears choaked up his utter- 
ance, Meanwhile were heard the ſounds con- 
fuſed of mariners that ſwarmed upon the beach, 
The ropes were ſtretched, the ſails unfurled, 
and the favourable gale ſprung up. Then Men- 
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tor and Telemachus, with. tears in their eyes, 
took leave of the king, who held them a long 
time claſped in his arms, and followed them 
with his eyes, until he could diſtinguiſh them. 
no more. 
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BOOK XXIV. 
THE ARGUMENT. 


During the voyage, Telemachus makes Mentor ex- 


plain ſeveral difficulties to him, touching the man- 
ner of governing a nation well ; among others, 
that of knowing men, in order to be able to 
chuſe the good, and avoid being deceived by the 
bad. IM ben their diſcourſe on that head was 
almoſt at an end, they were becalmed, and obliged 
to put into an ifle where Ulyſſes had arrived juſt 


before them. There Telemachus ſees him, and 


ſpeaks to him without knowing him : but after 
he had ſeen him embark, he feels a ſecret emo- 
tion, the cauſe of which he cannot concerve, till 
it is explained by Menter, who conſoles him by 
uring him that he would be ſoon with his fa- 
ther again, and puts his filial affettion and pa- 
tience to the teſt by delaying his departure, in 
order to offer a ſacrifice to Minerva, At laſt, 

the 
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the goddeſs Minerva re- aſſuming her form, makes 
herſelf known ; and having given Telemachus 
her laſt inſtructions, diſappears. Telemachus 
afterwards arrives at Ithaca, where he finds hrs 


father at the houſe of the faithful Eumeur. 


HE anchors being now weighed, and the 
wind ſwelling the ſails, the land ſeems to 
retreat; and the experienced pilot deſeries at a 
diſtance the mountains of Leucate, whoſe- tops 
are hid with frozen fogs, together with the 
Acroceraunian heights, which fill preſent a 
proud lofty front to heaven, after having been 
ſo often ſhattered with thunder-bolts. During 
the voyage, Telemachus ſaid to Mentor: „Me- 
thinks I now comprehend the political maxims 
which you have explained for my inſtruction, 
At firſt they appeared to me like a dream, but 
by degrees they become more clear and intelli- 
gible; as all objects at the firſt glimmerings 
of day-light appear indiſtinct and confuſed, and 
in a kind of chaos, which vaniſhes inſenſibly, as 
the light increaſes to diſtinguiſh them, and re- 
ſtore, as I may ſay, their natural forms and co» 
lours. I am fully perſuaded, that the moſt 
important point in government is to diſtinguiſh 
nicely the different characters and talents of 
men, and to employ them accordingly : but 
how ſuch diſcernment is to be acquired, is what 
I am 
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I am at a loſs to know.“ Mentor thus replied : 
«© To know men, you muſt not only ſtudy 
them, but keep their company, and even treat 
with them on different affairs. Kings ought 
to converſe with their ſubjects, make them ſpeak | 
their ſentiments, conſult them, and prove them 
by inferior employments, of which they ſhould 
exact an account, in order to diſcover whether 
they are qualified for higher offices, How was 
it, my dear Telemachus, that you learned in 
Ithaca to know the nature of horſes? Was it 
not by ſeeing them often, and having their ex- 
cellencies and defects pointed out to you by 
perſons of experience and ſkill, Juſt in the ſame 
manner, in order to know men, you muſt com- 
mune about their good and bad qualities with - 
other wiſe and virtuous men, who have long 
ſtudied their characters; thus will you inſen- 
ſibly become acquainted with them, and be able 
to judge what you have to expect from their 
qualifications. What was it that taught you to 

diſtinguiſh between good and bad poets! Was 
it not the frequent reading of them, and talking 
of them with thoſe who had a taſte for poetry ? 
What was it that made you a judge of muſic ? 
Was it not your diligent attention to the per- 
formances of good muſicians? How can any 
prince hope to govern a nation well, if he is 

ignorant of human nature? And how can he 


avoid 
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ayoid being ignornt of it, unleſs he lives with 
men ? But it is not living with them, to ſee 
them in public, where nothing is ſaid on either 
ſide, but unimportant trifles, or the language of 
art and premeditation ; the buſineſs is to viſit 
them in private, to trace all the ſecret ſprings 
that move their hearts; to probe them on every 
ſide; and even relieve their wants, in order to 
diſcover their maxims, But to be able to form 
a ſound judgment of men, you muſt begin with 
knowing what they ought to be; you muſt 
know in what true folid merit conſiſts, that you 
may be capable of diſtinguiſhing between thoſe 
who are poſſeſſed of it, and thoſe who have it 
not. People are continually talking of virtue 
and merit, without having any clear ideas of 
them. In the mouths of moſt men they are 
only fine words without any determinate mean- 
ing ; the frequent uſe of which, they. imagine, 
does them honour. To be capable of determin= 
ing who are really reaſonable and virtuous, we 
muſt have juſt ideas of virtue, reaſon, and juſ- 
tice ; and to know whether princes obſerve the 
maxims of a good and wiſe government, or de- 
viate from them by a falſe refinement, we muft 
know what theſe maxims are. In a word, as 
in taking the dimenſions of ſeveral bodies, there 
muſt be a fixed meaſure ; ſo there muſt be cer- 
tain fixed principles by which we muſt regulare 
our 
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our judgment, We muſt know exactly what 
it is men in general aim at, and what ought to 
be the end propoſed in governing them, A ſo- 
vereign's only and eſſential aim is never to ex- 
tend authority, or diſplay grandeur for his own 
ſake ; for ſuch ambitious views tend only to the 
gratification of a tyrant's pride : but he ought to 
expoſe himſelf to the infinite trouble and vexa- 
tion of government, in order to make mankind 
virtuous and happy, Unleſs that is the mark 
he aims at, he gropes in the dark, and rules 
at random all his life, He proceeds like a 
ſhip at ſea without a pilot, driven to and fro, 
without any obſervation of the heavens, or 
knowledge of the neighbouring coaſts, of con- 
ſequence inevitably doomed to wreck and ruin, 
Princes often, by not knowing in what true 
virtue conſiſts, know not what they ought to 
look for in the characters of men. According 
to their notions, virtue has in it ſomething 
too rigid, independent, and auſtere : it frights 
and diſguſts them, and therefore they throw 
themſelves into the arms of flattery ; from that 
moment they loſe all ſight of virtue and ſin- 
cerity, They then purſue a vain phantom of 
falſe glory, which renders them unworthy of 
the true. In a ſhort time they begin to fancy 
there is no ſuch thing as true virtue upon 
earth: for though the good can diſtinguiſh 

| the 


OF TELEMACHUS, 333 


the bad, the wicked cannot diftinguiſh the vir- 


tuous, nor can be perſuaded that there are 
any ſuch in the world, All that theſe princes 
know, is to diſtruſt good and bad alike; to 
ſhut themſelves up in their palaces, and hide 
themſelves from the fight of men, Their jea- 
louſy extends to the mereſt trifles, and, as 
they dread mankind, ſo are they dreaded. by 
them, They ſhun the light, and are afraid 
of appearing in their natural colours ; but how 


much ſoever they wiſh to conceal their true 


characters, they are always known: for the 
malicious curioſity of their ſubjects lets no- 
thing eſcape it that regards them, while they 
are entirely ignorant of what regards their 
ſubjects, Thoſe ſelfiſh ſycophants by whom 
| they are conſtantly beſet, are extremely glad 
to find them inacceſſible to all others, A king 
thus inacceflible but to a few, is alſo inac- 


ceſſible to truth: for thoſe who would open 


his eyes are rendered odious to him by calum- 
ny and miſrepreſentation, and thereby kept at 


a diſtance, Such ſovereigns paſs their lives 


in a gloomy, unſociable grandeur, always afraid 
of being the victims of deceit, which they not- 
withſtanding are, and deſerve to be, When 
a king excludes all his ſubjects, except a very 
few, from his preſence, he ſubjects himſelf 


to 
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to the paſſions and prejudices of theſe few : 
for all men have their foibles and prejudices, 
even the good not excepted. Beſides he is at 
the mercy of ſlanderers and tale-bearers, a baſe 
malignant ſort of people, full of venom, poiſon- 
ing the moſt innocent actions, exaggerating 
trifles, who, rather than not do miſchief, 
will invent falſehoods; and who ſtudy to 
make the moſt of the diſtruſt and mean curioſity 
of a weak and jealous prince, Learn then, my 
dear Telemathus, learn to know mankind, Ex- 
amine them, make them talk of one another, 
and prove them by little and little : but repoſe 
not a blind confidence in any. When you find 
yourſelf miſtaken in your judgment of any indi- 
vidual, let it teach you to be more cautious af- 
terwards; for miſtaken you will undoubtedly 
ſometimes be; and ſuch miſtakes ſhould teach 
you not to be too haſty in judging either fa- 
vourably or unfavourably of any character. The 
bad are too deep diſſemblers not to throw the 
good ſometimes off their guard by their plauſible 
behaviour: but your paſt miſtakes will be ſo 
many uſeful leſſons to you. When you have 
found a man poſſeſſed of virtue and talents, avail 
yourſelf of them without any ſort of diffidence; 
for men of honour and probity are well pleaſed 
when they are accounted ſuch, and value con- 

: fidence 


6 


OF TELEMACHUSs. 335 


fidence and eſteem much more than riches; but 
beware of ſpoiling them by truſting them with 
an abſolute authority. There are miniſters who 
would have remained virtuous, though now they 
have forfeited that character, becauſe their maſ- 
ters have laviſhed on them too much wealth and 
power. The prince who is ſo much loved by 


the gods as to find in his whole kingdom two 


or three friends of undoubted wiſdom and vir- 
tue, will, by their means, ſoon find others that 
reſemble them to fill the inferior places. By the 
good men, whom they honour with their con- 
fidence, they are apprized of what they could 
not have diſcovered themſelves in their other 
ſubjects.“ But, ſaid Telemachus, may not bad 
men, as I have often heard it maintained, be 
employed if they have abilities ?* „ Princes,” 
replied Mentor, * are often obliged to employ 
them, During public diſorders and confuſions, 
vicious but artful men often get into places of 
great power and authority, of which it would 
be dangerous to diveſt them, as they have ac- 
quired the confidence of certain perſons of high 
rank, who muſt not be diſguſted : theſe wicked 
men, therefore, muſt be kept in good humour, 
becauſe they are dreaded ; and might, if pro- 
voked, throw every thing into confuſion, There 
is, therefore, a neceſſity of employing them for 

a time; 
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a time ; but then a reſolution ſhould be taken, 
at the ſame time, to render them, by degrees, 
incapable of doing harm, But ſuch men ought 
never to have the real confidence of a prince, as 
they might abuſe it, and yet could not be diſ- 
graced, by being in his ſecrets; by which they 
hold him in a chain ſtronger than thoſe of iron. 
Employ them in negotiations of an inferior kind; 
uſe them well; and engage them by their very 
paſſions to be faithful to you; for this is the 
only tie by which they can be held: but never 
admit them to your moſt ſecret deliberations. 
Have always a ſpring by which they can be 
moved according to your views: but never truſt _ 
them with the key of your heart, or your af- 
fairs. Aﬀter peace and order are re-cſta- 
- bliſhed in the ſtate, and wiſe and upright men 
are veſted with the adminiſtration, thoſe of bad 
characters, whom you was obliged to employ, 
may be ſafely laid aſide, But they muſt not even 
then be ill uſed ; for ingratitude can never be 


| 

' juſtified even towards bad men: but while you | 
treat them kindly, you ought to endeavour to ) 
reform their minds, Certain defects that men I 
are ſeldom without, you muſt overlook ; but you "4 
muſt gradually extend your authority, and pre- t 
vent the miſchief, which they would do openly, e 
if not checked. It is an evil, after all, to have 10 


even W 
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even good done by bad men; but though it is 
an evil often unavoidable, yet we ſhould en- 
deavour to put a ſtop to it as ſoon as poſſible. 
A wiſe prince, who aims at nothing but order 
and juſtice, will, in time, be able to act with- 
out corrupt and deceitful agents; and will find 
a ſufficient number of ſuch as have both ability 
and virtue. But it is not enough to find out 
men of merit in a nation; ſuch ought alſo to 


be formed,” „ That,” ſaid Telemachus, 


© muſt be a matter of great difficulty. Not 
at all,” replied Mentor; “ for by the pains you 
take to ſearch for able and virtuous men, in 
order to prefer them, you ſtimulate and animate 
all who have ſpirit and talents, ſo that they ex- 
ert themſelves to the utmoſt, How many lan- 
guiſh in indolence and obſcurity, who would 
become great men, were they excited by emu- #; 
lation, and the hopes of ſucceſs? How many 

are tempted to try to raiſe themſelyes by indirect 
methods from poverty, becauſe they find it im- 
poſſible to raiſe themſelves by virtue ? If then 
you ſhall diſtinguiſh virtue and genius by ho- 
nours and rewards, what numbers of your ſub- 


jects will endeavour to attain theſe qualifica- 
tions! how many good ſubjects too may be form- 


ed by advancing them ſtep by ſtep from the 
loweſt to the higheſt employments ! thereby you 
will exerciſe their talents, diſcover the extent of 


J their 
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their capacity, and try the ſincerity of their vir- 
tue. Thoſe who will at laſt fill the higheſt of- 
 fices, will be ſuch as have been trained up under 
your eye in the inferior ſtations, whom you have 
_ obſerved all your life, as they roſe from one ſtep 
to another; ſo that you will be able to judge 
of them, not by what they ſay of themſelves, 
but by the whole tenor of their life and actions.” 
While Mentor thus inſtructed Telemachus, they 
obſerved a Pheacian veſlel which had put into 
a little barren deſart iſle ſurrounded by fright - 
ful rocks. At the ſame time the wind falling, 
and even the gentle Zephyrs with-holding their 
breath, the whole ſea became as ſmogth as glaſs, 
the flagging ſails were unable to keep the ſhip 
in motion, nor were the efforts of the weary 
rowers more effectual. It was therefore thought 
adviſeable to put into that iſle, which was rather 
a rock, than a place fit for the habitation of 
man, Had the weather been leſs calm, it would 
have been impoſſible to land without great dan- 
ger. The Pheacians were waiting for a wind, 
and ſeemed no leſs impatient than the Salentines 
to proceed upon their voyage. Telemachus 
advancing to them over theſe rugged rocks, 
immediately aſked the firſt he came to, whether 
he had not ſeen Ulyſſes, king of Ithaca, at the 
court of king Alcinous. The perſon whom he 
happened to accoſt was not a Pheacian, but a 

1 ſtranger 
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ſtranger of a majeſtic, but penſive melancholy 
air, He ſeemed very thoughtful, and at firſt 
took little notice of the queſtion 3 but he af- 
terwards made this reply; “ You are not miſ- 
taken in ſuppoſing that Ulyſſes was entertained 
by king Alcinous, who fears the gods, and 
practiſes the virtues of hoſpitality : but he is 
not with him now, and therefore it would be in 
vain to go thither in queſt of him. He has em- 
barked on his return to Ithaca, provided the 
Deſtinies, appeaſed, will at laſt allow him to ſa- 


Jute his houſhold gods,” The ſtranger had 


no ſooner pronounced theſe words with a me- 
lancholy accent, than he hurried away into a 
thicket on the top of a rock, whence he atten- 
tively ſurveyed the ſea, avoiding all ſociety, 
and ſeeming impatient to be gone. Telemachus 
gazed at him with great earneſtneſs, and the 
more he looked, the more his emotion and aſ- 
toniſhment increaſed. ** That ftranger,” ſaid he 
to Mentor, *©* anſwered me like one who hardly 
hears what is ſaid to him, and labours under 
ſome great affliction, I ſympathize with the 
unhappy, ſince I have been ſo myſelf ; but I 
feel an extraordinary concern for this man, the 
cauſe of which I cannot explain, Yet he 
ſhewed little regard to me, for he hardly deign- 
ed to hear or anſwer the queſtions I aſked, 
However, I cannot help wiſhing that his mis- 
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fortunes were at an end.” Mentor ſmiling, 
replied : Such are the happy effects of adver- 
ſity ; it teaches princes moderation, and makes 
them feel for others. When they have never 
drank but from the ſweet poiſoned cup of | 
proſperity, they look upon themſelves as gods, 
and would have the mountains humble them-. 
ſelves into plains to pleaſe them ; they make 
no account of men, and expect that all nature 
ſhould be ſubſervient to their will, When men- 
tion is made of diſtreſs, they know not what it 
means : they have no idea of it, having never 
known the difference betwixt happineſs and 
miſery, It is misfortune alone that can teach 
them humanity, and ſoften their obdurate hearts, 
They then find they are but men, and that 
they ought to ſtudy the eaſe and happineſs of 
other men, their fellows of creation, If a ſtran- 
ger ſeems to merit your compaſlion, becauſe, 
like yourſelf, he hath been a wanderer, and is 
now detained in this iſle ; how much more de- 
ſerving of it ought the people of Ithaca to ap- 
pear, when you ſhall hereafter ſee them in diſ- 
treſs? That people, which will be entruſted 
by the gods to your care, as a flock is to a ſhep- 
herd, may, perhaps, be made miſerable by your 
ambition, your oftentation, or imprudence ; for 
if a nation ſuffers, it is owing to the mal-admi- 
niſttation of its rulers, whoſe duty it is to watch 

over 
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over it, and prevent its ſuffering,” While Men- 


tor ſpoke to this effect, Telemachus was over- 
whelmed with grief and vexation : but at laſt 
he thus replied with ſome emotion: If all 


that you ſay is true, the condition of a king is 
very wretched ; for he is the ſlave of all thoſe 
whom he ſeems to command, He is appointed 
rather to ſerve than to command them, He 


muſt devote himſelf entirely to their intereſt, 
and ſupply all their wants; he is in fine the 
ſervant of the ſtate and of every individual. 
He muſt accommodate himſelf to their weak- 
neſſes; correct them with the tenderneſs of a 
father, and uſe all his endeavours to make them 
wiſe and happy, The authority which he 
ſeems to exerciſe is not his own ; he cannot do 
any thing merely for his own glory or pleaſure : 
his authority is derived from the laws, which 
he muſt obey, and thereby ſet a good example 
to his ſubjects. Properly ſpeaking, he is no 
other than the guardian of the laws, who en- 
forces their execution ; for which end he muſt 
watch and labour without ceaſing : he is the 


man the leaſt at his own diſpoſal, the leaſt free 
from care and buſineſs of any in his dominions. 


He is a flave, who hath ſacrificed his liberty and 
repoſe to the happineſs and liberty of the pub- 
lic.” «4 True it is,” replied Mentor, a king 
is ſuch only, in order to take care of his peo- 
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ple, as a ſhepherd: tends his flock, or a father 
ſuperintends his family, But, my dear Tele- 
machus, does he appear to you unhappy, be- 
cauſe he is charged with promoting the: good' of 
ſuch a number of people? The wicked he pu- 
niſhes, and the good he rewards, and thus re- 
preſents the gods in leading mankind to virtue. 
Has he not glory enough in maintaining and 
executing the laws? To attempt to fet himſelf 
above the laws, is aiming at a falſe glory, which 
produces nothing but horror and contempt. If 
he is wicked, he muſt neceſſarily be miſerable ; 
for, by gratifying his paſſions and his vanity, 
he muſt deſtroy his peace. If, on the other 
hand, he is virtuous, it muſt yield him the moſt 
pure and moſt ſolid of all pleaſures, to la- 
bour in promoting virtue, and to expect an 
eternal reward from the gods.“ Telemachus 
being agitated by a ſecret uneaſineſs, ſeemed as 
if he had never been inſtructed in theſe maxims, 
although he had been taught them often, and 
had himſelf recommended them to others, A 
peeviſh captious humour made him, contrary to 
his real ſentiments, cavil, and endeavour to re- 
fute the maxims that Mentor urged, To the 
arguments, therefore, advanced by the fage, 
Telemachus oppoſed the ingratitude of mankind. 
% What! ſaid he, take ſo much pains to gain 
the love of mankind, and yet be diſappointed 

e after 
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after all; and to do good to wicked men, who 
will turn your very benefit againſt yourſelf !“ 
Mentor replied to him calmly thus: “ You 
muſt lay your account with the ingratitude of 
mankind, and yet not be diſcouraged by it from 
doing good: you muſt ſtudy their welfare, not 
ſo much for their own ſakes, as for the ſake of 
the gods, who have commanded it. The good 
that one does is never thrown away, If men 
forget it, the gods will remember and reward it, 
Further, if the bulk of mankind are ungrateful, 
there are always ſome good men who will have 
a due ſenſe of your virtue. Even the multitude, 
though fickle and capricious, does not fail ſooner 
or later to do juſtice, in ſome meaſure, to true 
virtue: but would you prevent the ingratitude 
of men? Do not labour folely to make them 
powerful, rich, formidable in war, and to pro- 
cure them the pleaſures of luxury; for that 
power and wealth, and thoſe pleaſures will cor- 
| rupt, and render them ſtill more vicious, and 

conſequently more ungrateful. It is making 
them a fatal preſent, and furniſhing them with 
a delicious poiſon, But exert your utmoſt en- 
deavours to reform their manners, and to inſpire 
them with the love of juſtice, with ſincerity, the 
fear of the gods, humanity, fidelity, moderation, 
and diſintereſtedneſs. By making them virtu- 
ous, you will prevent their being ungrateful, 
24 and 
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and will procure them the moſt ſubſtantial. of 
all bleflings, namely virtue ; . which, if genuine, 
will always attach them to him to whom they 
are indebted for it. Thus by procuring them 
the ſolid advantages of virtue, you will do your- 
ſelf a ſervice, and will have no occaſion to ap- 
prehend their ingratitude, Is it ſurpriſing, 
that thoſe princes find men ungrateful, who ſet 
them no examples but of injuſtice, boundleſs 
ambition, jealouſy of their neighbours, inhu- 
manity, haughtineſs, and perfidy ? A prince 
cannot expect they ſhould act otherwiſe than as 
he hath taught them, But if, on the other 
hand, he would endeavour by his example and 
authority to make them good, he would reap 
the fruit of his labour in their virtue; or at 
teaſt he would find in his own, and in the fa- 
vour of the gods, wherewithal to comfort him 
for his diſappointments.” As ſoon as Mentor 
had done ſpeaking, Telemachus advanced haſtily 
towards the Pheacians, whoſe ſhip lay at an- 

chor upon the coaſt, Accoſting one of them 
who was advanced in 'years, he aſked him 
whence they came, whither they were bound, 
and if they had not ſeen Ulyfles. The old man 
thus replied : We are come from our own 
iſle, which is that of the Pheacians, and are 
bound for the coaſt of Epire to take in mer- 
chandize, Ulyſſes, as you was told already, 
| 1 | . paſſed 
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paſſed ſome time in our iſle, but is ſince gone.“ 
« Who is that man,” ſaid Telemachus, who, 
looks ſo melancholy, and ſeeks the moſt ſolitary 
part of the iſle, waiting for the ſhip's depart- 
ing?“ «4 He is,” ſaid the old man, a ſtran- 
ger, unknown to us: but they ſay his name is 
Cleomenes ; that he was born in Phrygia : that 
before his birth his mother was told by an ora 
cle that he would be a king, provided he did 
not continue in his own country; but if he 
did, that the Phrygians would feel the wrath 

of the gods in a cruel peſtilence. His parents, 
| therefore, as ſoon as he was born, gave him to 
ſome mariners, who carried him to the iſle of 
Leſbos, where he was brought up in ſecret. at 
the expence of his country, which it ſo highly 
concerned to keep him at a diſtance. In a 
ſhort time he became tall, ſtrong, comely, and 
expert at all bodily exerciſes, Ile applied him- 
ſelf alſo to the ſciences and fine arts with great 
ſucceſs, as he had both genius and taſte; but 
no country will ſuffer him to ſettle in it, The 
prediction concerning him came to be generally 
known, ſo that he was taken notice of wherever 
he went, The kings of the countries which 
he viſits are all afraid of being dethroned by 
him, ſo that he has been continually wander- 
ing about ſince he grew up. to man's eſtate ; 
no place where he appears ſuffering him to make 
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any long ftay in it. He has been often in 
countries at a great diſtance from his own; 
But ſcarce is he arrived in any place, before 
the ſtory of his birth and of the oracle are 
known. In vain does he conceal himſelf, and 
chuſe ſome obſcure way of life in the places 
which he viſits; his talents for war, letters, 
and the moſt important affairs, they ſay, always 
bring him to light in ſpite of himſelf ; and in 
every country ſome unforeſeen occaſion drags 
him, as it were, to public view. His misfor- 
tunes are owing to his merit, which occaſions 
his being dreaded and excluded from every place 
where he would chuſe to ſettle, It is his lot to 
be eſteemed, beloved, and admired every where, 
and yet no where permitted to reſide, He is 
now pretty well advanced in years, yet has he 
not been able to find any corner, either in Greece 
or Aſia, where he could live quiet, though he 
does not appear to have any ambition, or to 
covet wealth; He would have been very glad 
that the oracle had not promiſed him a crown, 
and he has no hopes of ever ſeeing his native 
country, as he knows that his returning thi- 
ther would occaſion affliction and diſtreſs in 
every family, Even a crown does not appear 
to him a thing much to be deſired, and yet, 
unhappily for him, the promiſe of it obliges 
him, much againſt his inclination, to be conti- 
nually 
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nually paſſing from one kingdom to another, 
while it ſtill ſeems to fly before him, ſtill to 
elude his graſp, though he now begins to grow 
old. The fatal promiſe of the gods embitters 
all his happineſs, and is the cauſe of nothing 
but ſorrow and chagrin to him, at an age when 
men's bodily infirmities require repoſe. He ſays 
he is going to Thrace, to look for ſome ſavage 
uncultivated people, whom he may bring to- 
gether, civilize, and govern for a few years; 
after which, the oracle being fulfilled, they will 
have nothing to apprehend from him in the moſt 
flouriſhing ſtates. He then intends to retire to 
a village in Caria, and apply himſelf to agri- 
culture, of which he is extremely fond. He is 
a man of wiſdom and moderation, who fears the: 
gods, and knows mankind, and how to live 
with them in peace, though he has little. eſteem: 
for them, Such is the account they give of the 
ſtranger, of whom you deſired to be informed.“ 
During this diſcourſe, Telemachus was often 
turning his eyes towards the ſea, which the 
winds began to agitate, lifting up the waves 
and daſhing them againſt the rocks, which they 
whitened with their foam, That inſtant the: 
ſenior ſaid to Telemachus: I muſt be gone; 
my companions cannot wait for me any lon- 
ger.” So ſaying, he ran direAly to the ſhore, 
where he embarked amidſt a confuſed noiſe, 

0 occaſion- 
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occaſioned by the eagerneſs of the ſailors to get 
under ſail. As for the ſtranger, he had been 
for ſome time fauntering about in the middle of 
the ifland, . climbing to the top of every rock, 
and from thence contemplating, in a very me 
lancholy thoughtful manner, the wide-extended 
fea, Telemachus had never loſt fight of him; 
but obſerved every ſtep he took. He could not 
help ſympathizing with a man, virtuous, and 
qualified for the higheſt ſtations, yet unhappy z 
the ſport of fortune, continually toſſed about, 
and excluded from his native country. I 
may hope, at leaſt,” ſaid he te himſelf, © to 
| fee Ithaca again; but this Cleomenes can never 
hope to fee Phrygia any more.” Thus was the 
uneaſineſs of Telemachus ſomewhat alleviated: 
by lighting on a man ftill more unhappy than 
himſelf. That man now ſeeing his ſhip ready 
to ſail, deſcended from the craggy rocks with 
as much ſpeed and agility as Apollo in the fo- 
reſts of Lycia, with his flaxen hair tied behind, 
{kips over the precipices, to ſhoot with his arrows 
the ſtags and wild boars. In a moment he is on 
board the ſhip, which putting to ſea, ploughs 
the briny waves, and leaves the land far behind, 
Then did a ſecret impreſſion of ſorrow invade 
the heart of Telemachus, who grieved he knew 
not why. The tears trickled from his eyes, and 
nothing gave him ſo much pleaſure as weeping, 
| At 
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At the ſame time he obſerved all the Salentine 


mariners ſtretched upon the graſs and faſt aſleep, 
from wearineſs and fatigue, Balmy lumber had 


taken poſſeſion of all their members, and by 


the power of Minerva all the poppies of the hu- 
mid night had ſhed their influence upon them,. 
even in broad day. He was ſurpriſed to ſee 
the Salentines ſeized with ſo univerſal a drow= 
ſineſs, while the Pheacians had been ſo active 
and alert in laying hold of the favourable wind: 
yet, ſo much was his attention engroſſed by the 
Pheacian veſſel, now ready to diſappear amidſt 
the waves, that he never thought of going to 
wake the Salentines. A ſecret admiration and 
uneaſineſs kept his eyes till ſo attentively fix- 
ed upon that veſſel, though now at ſuch a diſ- 
tance, that he could barely diſtinguiſh the white. 
ſails upon the azure deep: he did nat even hear 
Mentor when he ſpoke to him, being rapt in a. 
kind of tranſport like that of the Mænades, 
when they brandiſh the thyrſes, and make the 
banks of Hebrus, and the mountains of Iſmarus. 
and Rhodope, echo with their mad howlings. 
At laſt he recovered a little from this kind of 
inchantment; and the tears began to trickle 
down his cheeks. Then Mentor thus addrefſed 
him: I am not ſurpriſed, my dear Tele- 
machus, to ſee you weep ; for though the cauſe 
of your grief is unknown to you, it is not fo 

to 
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to me, It is nature that ſpeaks and works in 
you : what you fee] in your heart comes from 
her. The ftranger, who occaſioned all that 
emotion, is no other than the great Ulyſſes 
himſelf; and the ſtory which the old Pheacian 
told you of him under the name of Cleomenes, 
is a mere fiction, invented to conceal his return 
to his own dominions, He is going directly 
to Ithaca, where he is already almoſt arrived,. 
and within fight of thoſe places which he hath 
ſo long wiſhed to ſee, Your eyes have ſeen 
him, as it was heretofore foretold you, but 
without knowing him, In a ſhort time, how- 
ever, you ſhall both ſee him and know him, and 
be known by him, The gods did not think 
fit that you ſhould recognize him in any other 
place but Ithaca. His heart was no Jeſs af- 
fected than yours; but he was too wiſe to diſ- 
cover himſelf in a place where he might have 
been betrayed, and expoſed to the inſults of the 
cruel ſuitors of Penelope, He is of all men 
the moft ſagacious ; and his heart is like a bot- 
tomleſs pit, from which his ſecrets cannot be 
drawn. Though he is a lover of truth, and 
never offends againſt it, yet he ſpeaks no more 
of it than is neceſſary: and wiſdom, like a ſeal, 
prevents his lips from uttering any thing idle or 
uſeleſs. How much was he moved when he 
ſpoke to you! how much did he ſuffer by ſee- 


ing 
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ing you, and not diſcovering himſelf to yo 


it was that which occaſioned his melancholy _ 


and dejection.“ During this diſcourſe, Tele- 
machus felt ſuch emotion and diſtreſs, that he 
ſhed a flood of tears, and ſobbed ſo violently,. 
that he was not able to ſpeak for a long time z. 
but at laſt he exclaimed : * Alas | my dear 
Mentor, I felt ſomething that attracted me in 
a ſurpriſing manner to that ftranger, and made- 
my bowels yearn ! but why did not you let me 
know before his departure that he was Ulyſſes,. 


ſince you knew it? How could you Jet him 


go without ſpeaking to him, or pretending to- 
know him? What is the meaning of all this? 
Am I doomed to be always unhappy ? Will the 
offended gods treat me as they puniſh. Tantalus,. 
from whoſe eager thirſty lips the deluſive water: 
flies whenever he attempts to drink? Ulyſſes F 
Ulyfles ! have I loſt you for ever? Perhaps I 
ſhall never ſee you more ! perhaps Penelope's. 
lovers will draw you into the ambuſhes which 
they were laying for me! had I gone along 
with you, I ſhould at leaſt have periſhed with 
you ! O Ulyſſes ! Ulyſſes ! if the ftormy winds 
do not wreck your veſſel on ſome rock, (for I 
have every thing to apprehend from the malice 
of fortune) I tremble leſt on your arrival at 
Ithaca, your fate ſhould be as tragical as was 
_ that of Agamemnon, on his arrival at Mycenæ. 

11 7 8 5 But 


332 THE ADVENTURES 
But why, my dear Mentor, did you envy me 
the happineſs of knowing my father? Had you 
diſcovered him to me, I ſhould now have been 
in his arms embracing; him, and in the port of 
Ithaca, ready to affiſt him againſt all his ene- 
mies. To this expoſtulation Mentor replied 
with a ſmile: Obſerve, my dear Telemachus, 
how oddly men are made, You are now incon- 
ſolable, becauſe you have ſeen your father with- 
out knowing him. What would you not have 
given yeſterday to have been aſſured that he 
was {till alive ? To-day you have had the evi- 
dence of your own eyes for it, and yet this 
evidence, inſtead of giving the greateſt joy, as 
it ' ought, overwhelms you with grief. Thus 
do capricious, diſcontented mortals undervalue 
what they moſt eagerly deſired; as ſoon as they 
are in poſſeſſion of it, and are ingenious in find- 
ing ſomething. to torment themſelves for, which 
they are not .in, poſſeſſion of. It is to exerciſe 
your patience, that the gods thus ſuſpend the 
gratification of your wiſhes ; and the time which 
you now count loſt, will afterwards be of the 
greateſt ſervice to you, as it habituates you to 
a virtue the moſt neceſſary of any for thoſe 
that are born to ſovereign ſway. To gain the 
conimand either of ourſelves, or others, we muſt 
have paticuce, Impatience, which has the ap- 
pearance of ſtrengch and vigour of mind, is, in 

| reality, 
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reality, but weakneſs, and an inability to bear 

misfortune. He who knows not how to wait, 
and to ſuffer, is like him who knows not how 
to keep a ſecret; both of them want reſolution, 
and may be compared to a man who drives a 
chariot, and has not ſtrength or ſkill to ſtop, 


when neceſſary, the ſprightly ſteeds. No lon- 
ger ſubject to the reins, they ruſh down ſome 


dangerous precipice, and cruſh the feeble driver 
in the fall, Thus the impatient man is, by 
his violent ungoverned paſſions, precipitated into 
an abyſs of misfortunes ; and the greater his 
power is, the more he ſuffers by his impatience. 
He will not wait for any thing ; he will not 
take time to weigh or examine any thing, and 
he will be gratified immediately in every thing; 
breaking down the branches to gather the fruit 
before it is ripe ; and burſting open doors, ra- 
ther than wait till they. are opened, When the 
ſagacious huſbandman is only ſowing, this im- 
patient man muſt reap ;z and, as every thing he 
does, is done in haſte, and unſeaſonably, it is; 


ill done, and cannot be durable, any more than 


his ever-varying defires, Such is the abſurd. 
conduct of the man who thinks nothing with- 
out the reach of his power, which he abuſes, 
| by giving a looſe to his impatient deſires, It is 


in order to teach you patience, my dear Tele- 


machus, that the gods oblige you to practiſe it 
| ſo 
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fo much, and feem to make ſport of you, by 
keeping you continually wandering about in 
fuſpence and uncertainty. The happineſs you 
hope for, preſents itſelf, as it were, to your view, 
and immediately diſappears, like a dream, when 
ane wakes in the morning: to teach you, that 
the things which we often think ourſelves quite 
fure of, vaniſh and are loſt in a moment, The 
wiſeſt leſſons which Ulyſſes can give you, will 
not be found fo inſtructive as his long abſence, 
and the hardſhips you have ſuffered in ſearching 
for him,” Mentor then refolved to put the 
patience of Telemachus to the laſt, but ſevereſt 
trial. At the very inſtant when the young man 
was going in a hurry to defire the failors to 
haſten their departure, Mentor ſtopped him, and 
propofed a great facrifiee to Minerva on the 
more. Telemachus readily complying, two al- 
tars of turf were raifed, on which the blood of 
victims was ſhed, and incenfe burnt, With 
tender fighs, Telemachus looking towards hea- 
ven, implored the protection of the goddeſs, of 
which he was immediately ſenfible : for no 
ſooner was the ſacrifice over, than following 
Mentor into the gloomy paths of a neighbouring 
grove, he perceived that the countenance of 
his friend, all of a ſudden, affumed a new form ; 
the wrinkles of his forehead began to diſappear, 
like the ſhades of night when the roſy-fingered 
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Aurora opens the gates of the Eaſt, and ſeta 


the horizon all on fire. His ſtern, hollow eyes 


were changed into others of à celeſtial blue, 


replete with fire divine; his grey, neglected 
beard, now difappeared, and noble majeſtic fea- 
tures, ſoftened with a mixture of grace and 
ſweetneſs, preſented themſelves to the eyes of 
the aſtoniſhed} Felemachus, who immediately 
perceived that it was a female countenance, 
with a complexion more delicate and ſmooth 
than that of a tender flower that hath juſt open- 


ed its boſom to the ſun. The whiteneſs of the 


lily was blended in it with the vivid bluſh of 
the roſe ; and the charms of eternal youth were 
heightened by an air of eaſy unaffeted majeſty. 
Her looſe flowing hair diffuſed all around an 


odour of ambroſia, and her garments diſplayed. 


thoſe bright colours with which the fun at his 
riſing tinges the ſable vault of heaven, and gilds 
the clouds. The goddeſs did not touch the 
ground with her feet, but glided lightly through 
the air, as a bird on the wing. In her power= 
ful hand ſhe brandiſhed a glittering lance, capa= 
ble of making the moſt warlike cities and na- 
tions tremble, and even of ftriking terror into. 
Mars himſelf, Her voice was ſweet and even, 
yet ſtrong and affecting; and all her words 
were like fiery darts that pierced the heart of 
Telemachus, and produced in it a kind of me- 


lancholy 
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Jancholy agreeable ſenſation. On the top of 
her helmet appeared the gloomy bird of Athens, 
and on her breaſt glittered the terrible ægis; by 
which marks Telemachus knew her to be Mi- 
nerva. O goddeſs'!” ſaid he, © then it is 
you yourſelf who have vouchſafed to conduct 
the ſon of Ulyſſes, from the love you bore his 
father.” He would have ſaid more, but his 
voice failed him, and his lips in vain attempted 
to expreſs the ſentiments that lowed impetuous 
from his inmoſt ſoul, The preſence of the 
goddeſs overpowered him, and he was like a 
man who is ſo oppreſſed in a dream, that he is 
ſcarce able to breathe, and altogether incapable 
to ſpeak, notwithſtanding the painful efforts he 
makes. At laſt Minerva addreſſed him thus: 
<< Son of Ulyſſes, hear me once more, and for 
the laſt time. I never took ſo much pains to 
inſtruct any mortal as you. I have led you, 
as it were, by the hand through ſhipwrecks, 
unknown lands, bloody wars, and all the diſ- 
aſters that the heart of man can encounter. I 
have ſhewn you by facts, of which you was a 
witneſs, the conſequences of the true and falſe 
maxims adopted in government: and your er- 
rors have been no leſs ſerviceable to you than 
your misfortunes. For, who is the man that 
can pretend to rule a people wiſely, who has 


never 
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never ſuffered, nor ever profited by the ſuffer- 
ings which his errors have occaſioned ? Like 
your father, you have filled both ſea and land 
with your diſaſtrous adventures. Go, you are 
now worthy of having him for your model ; 
the paſſage is ſhort and eaſy from hence to 
Ithaca, where he is juſt now arrived. Afiſt 
him againſt his enemies, and be as ſubmiſlive 
and obedient to him, as if you was the meaneſt 
of his ſubjects, ſetting thereby an example to 
others. He will conſent to your eſpouſing An- 


tiope, in whom you will be happy, as having 


been captivated .leſs by her beauty, than her 
wiſdom and virtue. When you aſcend the 


throne, let the great object of your ambition be, 


to renew the golden age. Let your ears be 
open to every one, but let your confidence be 
confined to a few. Beware of truſting too 
much to your own judgment, and thereby de- 


ceiving yourſelf : but when you have commit- 


ed a miſtake, be not afraid that it ſhould be 


known, Love your people; and negle&t no- 


thing that may tend to conciliate their affe tion, 


Fear, indeed, is neceſſary, where love is want- 


ing ; but, like violent dangerous remedies, it 
ought never to be employed but where neceſſity 
compels. Always weigh beforehand the con- 
ſequences of every thing you undertake. En- 

| deavour 
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deavour to foreſee the greateſt misfortunes that 
may happen; and know, that true courage con- 
ſiſts in viewing danger at a diſtance, and deſ- 
piling it, when it cannot be avoided : for he 
that avoids thinking of it beforehand, it is to 
be feared will not have courage to ſupport the 
ſight of it when preſent ; whereas, he who 
foreſees all that can happen, who prevents all 
that can be prevented, and calmly encounters 
what cannot be eſchewed, alone deſerves the 
character of wiſe and magnanimous. Guard 
againſt effeminacy, oſtentation, and profuſion 
and account it your glory to maintain a ſim- 
plicity of manners, Let your virtues and your 
good actions be the ornaments of your perſon 
and palace, and your guards. Let all the world 
learn from you wherein true honour conſiſts ; 
and remember always that kings are not pro- 
moted to the throne to gratify their own am- 
bition, but for the good of their people ; that 
the good they do extends to very remote ages, 
and that the ill goes on continually increafing 
to lateſt poſterity, A weak or vicious reign 
often entails miſery on ſeveral generations. But 
above all, be upon your guard againſt your own 
Humour and caprice, which is an enemy that 
will never quit you til] death, but will intrude 
into your counſels and betray you, if you liſten 

to 


OF TELEMACHUS, 3509 


| a its ſuggeſtions, It often occaſions the loſs 


of the moſt valuable opportunities; it engenders 
childiſh inclinations and averſions, to the pre- 
judice of the moſt important conſiderations z 
and makes the moſt frivolous reafons determine 
the greateſt affairs. It diſgraces a man's ta- 
lents, and his courage, and makes him appear 
unequal, weak, contemptible, and unſupportable. 
Beware therefore, O Telemachus, of ſuch an 
enemy, and fear the gods, Such fear is the 
createſt treaſure the heart of man can be poſ- 
ſeſſed of: by it you will obtain wiſdom, vir- 
tue, peace, joy, genuine pleaſures, true liberty, 
chearful plenty, and unſpotted glory. I am 
now going to leave you, ſon of Ulyſſes; but 
my wiſdom ſhall never leave you, provided you 
always retain a due ſenſe of your inability to do 
any thing well without it, It is now time that 


you ſhould try to walk alone. The reaſon of 


my parting with you in Egypt and at Salentum, 
was to accuſtom you, by degrees, to be without 
me, as children are weaned, when it is time to 
take them from the breaſt, and give them more 
ſolid food.” No ſooner had the goddeſs ſpoke 
theſe words, than ſhe aſcended into the air, 
enveloped in a cloud of gold and azure, and 
diſappeared, Telemachus, overwhelmed with 


grief, wonder, and aſtoniſhment, lifted up his 


hands 
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hands to heaven, and threw himſelf proſtrate on 
the ground : then he went and waked the ſhip's 
crew, commanded them to put to ſea imme- 
diatel ; arrived at Ithaca; and found his father 
at the houſe of his faithful friend Eumeus, 


FINIS. 


